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The Presidentôs Corner   
Hello fellow EAA 292ers, 

I hope youôve been taking advantage of the beautiful weather weôve had for the last few weeks.  As we move into the ñhighò 
flying season, I am always grateful to be able to experience all that flying brings to us, from the friendship and special bond we all 
share to the thrill of flight we experience at every takeoff. We are all so lucky to be able to experience the joy of flight. 

The recent Memorial Day observance at Independence State Airport was a great example of people working together to make 
something happen. From the meal served by OPAéto the flybys and static displayséto the Civil Air Patrol and parking volunteers.  
So many people always seem to come together to give of themselves so that others benefit. It was especially fitting that the arrival of 
EAAôs B-17 Aluminum Overcast coincided with the dayôs celebration. Seeing these old warbirds fly always brings a lump to my 
throat as I think of the sacrifices so many have made, allowing us to live our lives as we do. The Chapter 292 volunteers who helped 
make the B-17 visit possible endured two days of hot weather at the Salem airport to help others get a hands-on experience of one of 
the planes that helped give us the freedom we enjoy today. Dick Wildman volunteered to be the event coordinator and did a splendid 
job of making sure we had enough people to man the booth and do the aircraft tours. We invited the B-17 crew over to the chapter 
hangar on Saturday night for an evening of friendship and burgers coordinated by Karen Brown. I think a great time was had by all.  It 
would be wonderful if the B-17 visit were to occur every year. 

It is time to give back to aviation by participating in our large Young Eagles day which will be held at the chapter hangar on 
June 9

th
.  Bob Schwarzler is the Young Eagles coordinator. We need airplanes, pilots and ground crew. Please make sure you come to 

this important event. These young people are the future of aviation. Come and spend time talking to them about flying and allow them 
to share your passion for flight. You will be rewarded many times over by their smiles and by giving back to others. 

Speaking of giving back to others, our chapter is like all EAA chapters--always in need of good leadership. Jerry Pryce and I, 
along with the other chapter officers, have enjoyed the privilege of leading for the last couple of years. In June, I will announce the 
members of the search committee for next yearôs officers, I ask you personally to think about what you can do to serve. We need  
change to remain relevant. We must continue to do the things that will interest people in becoming a part of EAA 292.  

Over the last two years, we have tried to do things that people can be a part of, like instituting a tool crib program, beginning 
a morning Coffee Klatch, expanding our Tech Counselor program, and bringing Aluminum Overcast to Salem.  For EAA 292 to 
flourish, we must not rest on our past accomplishments.  The chapter is healthy as a result of great efforts on the part of our chapter 
elders, and we owe them great thanks! It is through their example that we see the benefits of being involved. We cannot be like ñwe 
used to be,ò nor can we continue to be like we are today. For Chapter 292 to remain strong, we members must innovate,  move ahead 
and build membership, and reflect the current trends in experimental aviation and the realities of todayôs world. Please do consider 
serving our chapter. It is neither fair nor productive for this chapter to be led by the same few.  As always, youôre encouraged bring a 
friend when you come to the chapter hangaré 

Iôll see you on Young Eagles Day.  ïBob Brown 



 

The Pryce List 
 
Memorial Day  
The first order of business this month is to thank the chapter volunteers who helped with the Memorial Day program.  As many of you 
know, the Independence State Airport annually hosts a memorial event to recognize community veterans.  Our chapter typically helps 
with aircraft parking, ramp safety including barriers, and supplying chairs for the audience. This year we operated with a skeleton 
crew, but we got the job done.  Thanks to Doug Davis for performing safety officer duties. Jason Pryce helped move chairs and set up 
stanchions. Al Cleveland headed up the aircraft parking detail with the assistance of Dick Juve. Thanks also to Pete Weber for 
coordinating the attendance of the Coast Guard helicopter from Astoria. This is the first year in recent memory that Pete was not in 
attendance at the event, however, he mentored and then passed the reins of safety officer to Doug Davis, who performed admirably. 
  
B-17 Visit 
Here are a few more details than Bob provided on the visit of EAAôs B-17, Aluminum Overcast. We had a large list of volunteers that 
helped support our chapterôs sponsorship of the visit.  Overall responsibility for coordinating our chapter participation in the event was 
Dick Wildman, sharing insight gained through previous involvement with this impressive program.  Zell Giles headed up the group of 
volunteers that manned the booth that sold tours and B-17 memorabilia.  He was assisted by Greg Robl, Doug Davis, John Horn, Bob 
Tinnell, Keith Hamilton, Ron Terhaar, Bob Gillett, Lauran Paine, Bob Schwarzler, Gary McCormick and Dave Ullman.  The group 
that helped coordinate the aircraft tours was chaired by Dave Smith.  He was assisted by Jim Wallace, Paul Sieber, Karen Brown, 
Henry Bartle, Dale Finberg, Greg Guy, Jerry Medlock and Wayne Wineland.  In addition, we also owe thanks to Henry and Donna 
Bartle for supplying the B-17 crew with a vehicle during their visit.  On Tuesday night the Browns, on behalf of our chapter, hosted a 
barbeque where the volunteers and the B-17 crew got a chance to mingle (and swap lies).  Although we didnôt get the community 
turnout that we wouldôve liked, I would still term the visit a success.  Chapter volunteers had the opportunity to meet with many WW-
II veterans and several ladies who had helped build these magnificent airplanes. Quite a few of our volunteers were also afforded an 
opportunity to ride in the aircraft (itôll be easy to detect themðtheyôre the ones with the big grins).  It is my hope that weôll get 
another chance to host a visit. --Jerry Pryce, v.p. 
  

 
Member Profile 

 

Anybody want to sell Dave an airplane? 
 

During his 38 years as a pilot, 
longtime Chapter 292 member Dave 
Ruddiman has owned about 24 airplanes. 
But several recent purchase deals didnôt 
work well. Recently, he tried to buy a 
Piper J-3 Cub. But the pilot delivering the 
Cub ran out of gas near Redding, 
California, and landed on a street without 
injury but mashing up the Cub pretty well.  
 Two weeks later, Dave had 
decided to buy a Stinson 108, and he was 
with the pilot/owner in gusty conditions. 
Trying to land, the owner hit hard, 
bounced into the air, firewalled the 
engine, stalled at 20 feet, and nosed into 
the dirt at full power, taking out a runway 
light and a marker in the process. They 
crunched to a stop with the Stinsonôs nose 
on the ground and fuel running out of a 
wing tank vent. Same result: no serious 
injury but a really messed-up airplane.  
 So hereôs a cautionary note: If 
youôre thinking of selling Dave an 
airplane, you might want to lower the price a bit and let him 
fly the thing home himself.  
 Daveôs introduction to lightplane flying was more 
successfulða $5 Cessna 150 introductory ride (itôs been a 
while) when he was about 19. His parent let him take lessons, 
and he borrowed the $800 needed to get a private license in a 
C-150 with Salem Aviation. In 1980 he began buying 
airplanes: ñfour or five Cessna 150s and maybe three 172s,ò 
he said. Heôs also owned a Cub, a Challenger ultralight, a 

RANS S-14, and a Hurricane. He 
finished the wing on the S-14 and 
worked on a Fly Baby but sold the 
projects before flying them. There was 
also an RV-9 project that he sold before 
finishing it. Recently he sold his Zenith 
CH-801 project because he ran out of 
time to finish it. 
 Earlier adventures included 
setting his shop on fire while building a 
Loehle 5151, an all-wood geodesic 
structure Mustang lookalike that was 
originally intended to be an ultralight. 
Dave was about five years into 
construction and nearly finished when 
the accident happened.  
 Dave owns Pacific Painting, and 
he has painted the chapter hangar and 
many of the airpark residences. His crew 
of five or six covers (no pun meant) a 
considerable radius from Salem including 
parts of the Oregon coast and sometimes 
Portland.  ñPainting is all Iôve ever 

done,ò he said.  
He notes that Chapter 292 has come a long way since 

he joined. Like many other chapter members, he learned fabric 
covering here.    

Daveôs newest airplane acquisition (if the owner 
actually arrives) is a homebuilt Acey Ducey. Itôs an open-
cockpit, parasol-wing tandem two-seater. Once again, heôs 
looking forward to his favorite type of flying: low and slow 
here in the Willamette Valley. --Dave Martin 



 
 

The Photo Gallery   (see more photos at www.eaa292.org) 

 
Memorial Day at 7S5 and Photos: Karen Brown 

 

  
Field flight Advisor Ron Hanna Coast Guard Helicopter Static Display 

 

  
Al Cleveland on ramp duty National Guard Helicopter Fly by 

 

  
Cockpit tours of T-6 RVs setting up for  

Missing Man Formation 
 


