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The Presidentôs Corner  
 
As we head toward Thanksgiving, Iôm reminded how thankful I am to be associated with all of you. Not all of you 

as members, but all of you as people. I mean all of you as friendséas people Iôve tried to get to know personally and to 
share the friendship youôve offered. One of the first people I met when I joined EAA Chapter 292 was Mike Pongracz. 
Mike and I share the hobbies of motorcycling and airplanes, and Iôm always curious as to what heôs up to next. Mike was 
seriously injured last week while making the first flight of one of his airplanes. Although the details are still under 
investigation, it appears Mike had a very hard landing after the engine was not making full power after takeoff. Jerry 
Pryce left a message on my cell phone immediately following the accident. I was at the Salt Lake Airport en route home 
when I received Jerryôs message. It was a somber and reflective flight home for me, as I considered the possibilities. Mike 
remains in the hospital as of today, recovering from back surgery following the accident. Each of us, as members of 
Chapter 292, have benefited from Mikeôs hard work on our behalf. Mike has remained a valuable source of counsel to me 
as well as to many others in the chapterôs leadership. All of us respect his knowledge and value his friendship. I know all 
of you will join me in keeping Mike and Betty in your thoughts and wishing Mike a speedy recovery and a return to his 
home here at Independence Airpark. Weôre with you Mike! 

November  10 is our chapterôs business meeting. The Nomination Committee has fielded a slate of candidates for 
2008 and the chapter will vote on those candidates at the November meeting. Itôs real important that each of you have a 
say in where weôre going as a chapter. Weôll be throwing out some suggestions for things to do as a chapter in 2008 and 
always want to hear your ideas too. It will give you a perfect opportunity to vote and also will give you the opportunity to 
participate in another roundtable group meeting where you tell us what you want your chapter to do. Also at the 
November meeting, weôll have some people talk to us about the status of their newly flying or almost flying airplanes. 
You never know, it might even be you! 

Finally, preparations are well underway for the Annual Banquet, which will be held this year at the Independence 
Elks Lodge. There is more information on that event here in the newsletter. You wonôt want to miss it. Please contact 
Jerry Pryce if you plan to attend. Weôd love to see you, and we want to make sure the Elks prepare the right amount of 
food! 

Iôll see you on Saturday. 
--Bob Brown 

 



Board of Directors Meeting ï 10-12-07 
M I N U T E S 

Attendees: 

 Bob Brown  Jerry Pryce  Tom Turnbull   

 Henry Bartle  Bob Schwarzler  Jerry Medlock   

 Dave Smith  Zell Giles  Karen Brown   

 Dave Martin  Al Cleveland  Barb Turnbull   
 
Approval of minutes  

Approval of the minutes from September regular meeting postponed to next meeting.   
 
Secretaryôs Report ï Tom Turnbull  

Currently 104 members.  We are in process of collecting the last few outstanding 2007dues.  
 
Treasurerôs Report - Henry Bartle 

No bills currently outstanding.  Lease renewal and insurance payments are upcoming.   
All chapter funds are invested in interest bearing accounts at West Coast.   Fund balances as follows: 

Checking  $  6,357.25 
CD $  5,121.24 
Future Project Fund -  $36,631.35 
Aircraft building fund   $  5,121.24 
Total   $53,231.08 

MOTION:  J. Medlock ï Accept Treasurerôs report as submitted.  Second by D. Smith.  Motion passed. 
 
Hangar Managerôs Report ï Dave Smith 

¶ Mailbox installation anticipated to be completed before next Board meeting. 

¶ Main door lock ï concern about the door not latching upon leaving.  Discussion included options including; adding security, 
shim the door for better latching, replacing with an all metal door and frame.  Dave Smith will test the door and advise of any 
necessary repairs.   

¶ Policy committee ï  
 
Old Business 

Policy Manual Committee- Dave Smith  
Discussions are still in progress.  The committee will have a draft policy report for the Board before the end of the year.   
 
Nominating Committeeôs Report ï Henry Bartle 
The nominating committee has established the slate of candidates.  Nominations will be accepted from the floor at the Sat. 10-13-07 
general meeting.   Tom Turnbull to create ballots for the election.  The election committee (H. Bartle, T. Turnbull & A. Cleveland) will 
administer election at  the November meeting. 

 
Mowing Contract  - Tom Turnbull 
ODA has offered to pay off the balance due on the mower ($3700) and pay us $2700 / year for five years.  Approximate annual 
expenses are $1110 (fuel $500, maintenance $450, insurance $160); netting the Chapter approximately $1600 annually.  Discussion 
addressed the following concerns: 

¶ We may not need to carry separate tractor insurance once the tractor is paid off ï may be able to include in our overall 
insurance policy.    

¶ What if we need to replace tractor prior to end of 5 year contract?  Who pays for new tractor?  Should we add a clause stating 
we can cancel w/ 30 days notice?   This may not be a high risk for the first 3 years; but could be an issue later. 

¶ Who owns the tractor when they pay it off?  The Chapter does.    

¶ Are the number of mowings annually called out in the contact?  (3 or 4)  Suggest we contract for 3 but if we want to do 4th itôs 
up to us.   

¶ Should an escalation for fuel costs be included?   
 
MOTION:   H. Bartle ï Negotiate a three year contract for 3 mowings a year.  ODA to pay off the current balance of $3700 within 30 
days.  Second by T. Turnbull.  Motion passed. 
 
Independence Flyer Report ï Ernie Moreno, Not in attendance.   



MOTION:  Karen Brown - Suggest $500 to $1000 on debit card to finance balance of project.  This is contingent upon a report from 
Ernie on the project with a schedule and budget for completion.   Bob Brown to discuss with Ernie and get status report.  Second by J. 
Medlock.  Motion passed. 

 
Chapter Name Report ï Tom Turnbull 
After research, we are OK on the official chapter name ï Willamette-Salem Chapter EAA. 

 
New Business 

 
Aircraft Donations 
Ron Gilbertson wishes to donate his Kolb Mark III to the chapter.  He said that he estimated the worth at approximately $18,000 and 
that he wished the proceeds go to aircraft building fund.  He would also like a tax receipt for the donation.  
 
Suggested that knowledgeable members to inspect the plane (E. Moreno and  B. Schwarzler).  Bob indicated he knows the plane ï it 
has never been inspected and it has never been flown.  In Bobôs opinion itôs worth about $10k currently.  If we bring it up to specs and 
get certified; probably worth $15k.   Should Ron get a receipt for his estimated worth; the Chapterôs estimated worth or for what we sell 
it for?   Can we put a value on the gift upon receipt so he gets his deduction in 2007?  Henry Bartle to check with his attorney on the 
regulations; will have an answer for us within a week.  Consensus is to accept the donation if we can work out the 501c ramifications to 
determine the value. 

 
Annual Banquet 
Banquet time is fast approaching.  J. Pryce has arranged for the Independence Elks to host the event this year on Saturday Dec. 15th.  
Cocktails at 6:00 PM and dinner at 7:00 PM.  Meal choices will be turkey or ham at a cost of $20/head.   
MOTION:  B. Schwarzler ï Accept the banquet arrangements as outlined.  Second by H. Bartle.  Motion passed. 
 
Henry Bartle has also checked with Eola Hills winery for future events.  The do a great brunch and will do a dinner for 100 for us at 
$25/ea as long as itôs not in December.  We may want to consider this for a summer event or holding next yearôs holiday banquet in 
Jan. 09. 
 
North Hangar  
Rent for the north hanger is set at $250/month w/ heat.  Bob Esch may want to move from south hangar to the north.   
 
MOTION:  K. Brown ï Move to adjourn.  Second by B.  Schwarzler.  Motion passed. 
 

 

Chapter Meeting ï 10-13-07 
M I N U T E  S 

Guest Introductions 
 
Secretary and Treasurerôs Report 

Reported as noted in BOD meeting notes above. 
 
Member Profile Drawing 

Andy Duncan was drawn for the next member profile. 
 
Old Business 
 

Nomination Committee Chairman Henry Bartle reviewed the current slate of candidates and solicited additional nominees from the 
floor.  The nomination slate is as follows: 

PRESIDENT 
Bob Brown 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Al Cleveland 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
(vote for 2) 
Jerry Pryce 
Ernie Moreno 
Jim Hubele 
Chris Schulte 

HANGAR MANAGER 
(vote for 2) 
Dave Smith 
Bob Schwarzler SECRETARY 

Tom Turnbull 
TREASURER 
Gary McCormick 
Henry Bartle 
Dick Wildman YOUNG EAGLES COORD. 

Kathy Cheval 
 

WEB MASTER 
Karen Brown 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Dave Martin 

 



Independence Flyer Report ï Ernie gave a historical and current status account on the project and noted approximately $400 would 
complete the project with support of volunteers in a short time period.   
MOTION: H. Bartle ï to provide the money for completion of the project.  Second by T. Turnbull.  Motion passed. 
A second motion was made to increase this allowance to $500 and was passed. 

 
New Business 

¶ We announced chapter plans to accept Ron Gilbertsonôs wish to donate his Kolb Mark III to the Chapter. 

¶ Henry Bartle and Dave Smith gave presentations on their experiences and preferences for painting and paint systems. 

¶ Annual banquet is scheduled for the 15th of December at the Elks.  Drinks at 6:00 PM and dinner at 7:00 PM, with the meal 
selection being turkey or ham at $20 per head. 

¶ Several members requested a method for requesting additional tools to be added to the chapter tool crib.  The matter has been 
referred to the Board for consideration.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Turnbull, Chapter Secretary, Acting 

 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
 SUNDAYS   THE INDEPENDENCE FLYER BUILDERS GROUP  CHAPTER HANGAR, AROUND NOON 
 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING   CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 PM 
 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10 MONTHLY MEETING    CHAPTER HANGAR, 10 AM 
   

 

EAA Chapter 292 Purposes ïPoliciesðMeetingsðDues 
THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) CHAPTER 292: To promote and encourage the sport and hobby of 
recreational aviation.  To cooperate with and assist governmental agencies in the development of programs relating to aviation activities.  To promote and encourage 
aviation safety in the design, construction, and operation of all types of aircraft.  To encourage and engage in research for the improvement and better understanding of 
aviation and the science of aeronautics.  To foster, promote, and engage in aviation education.  To foster closer fellowship among its members through the exchange of 
ideas of mutual interest.  Chapter 292 is a private, non-profit organization, and recognized as a 501 © (3) institution by the IRS.  Contributions to the organization are 
fully tax-deductible as authorized by law. 
CHAPTER 292 AND EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: EAA National Membership is required for all Chapter 292 members (call 1-800-JOIN EAA).  
Chapter 292 dues are $36/year for 2007 for those who receive an e-mail version of this publication and are prorated on a $3/month basis for those who join mid-year; 
and dues are $48/year for 2007 for those who receive a snail mail version of this publication and are prorated on a $4/month basis for those who join mid-year.  A 
Lifetime Membership in EAA Chapter 292 is $500 (national membership must be maintained as well).  For more information both on National and Chapter 292 
memberships, please call the Chapter Secretary. 
MEETINGS: The general membership meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month at 10 A.M. at the Chapter Hangar, 4803 Airport Road, at Independence 
State Airport.  Oftentimes special events will supersede the normal schedule. Please call the Chapter Secretary to confirm a date if in doubt.   
BOARD OF DIRECTORS &OFFICERS: The executive board meets at the Chapter Hangar on the second Friday of each month at 7 P.M.  Board meetings are open 
and anyone may attend.   
NEWSLETTER:  The Taledragger is published and mailed one week prior to the general membership meeting.  Feature articles, stories relating to flying, technical 
reports, or classified listings should be made to the newsletter editor one week prior to publication.  This is most easily accomplished by e-mail to the editor at 
windwing1@juno.com.  EAA Chapter 292 is not responsible for any modification or maintenance items that appear in the newsletter or in any other correspondence.  It 
is the responsibility of the reader to discuss and get approval for all such items from an appropriate A&P, the FAA or other government official. 
 

 
 
 

2007 Chapter Officers & Technical Staff 
PRESIDENT:        Bob Brown bkbrown @ minetfiber.com   (503) 838-4146 
VICE-PRESIDENT:     Jerry Pryce sierrab24r @ yahoo.com  (503) 606-9189 
SECRETARY: (acting)    Tom Turnbull, acting rv7tt @ minetfiber.com   (503) 838-1260 
TREASURER: (acting)    Henry Bartle bartle4 @ msn.com    (503) 838-4009 
MOWING COORDINATOR:    Bob Schwarzler schwarzler @ msn.com   (503) 838-1395 
WEBMASTER:      Karen Brown eaawillamette @ minetfiber.com  (503) 838-4146 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:    Dave Martin  windwing1 @ juno.com   (503) 838-2131 
HANGAR MANAGER:    Dave Smith smithad59 @ msn.com   (503) 831-1257 

TECHNICAL COUNSELOR & FLIGHT ADVISOR:  Ernie Moreno  ewmoreno @ minetfiber.com  (503) 838-6878 

TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (RV SPECIALIST):  Bill Wallace sgwjw @ minetfiber.com   (503) 838-4945 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (FIBERGLASS & PAINTING):  Henry Bartle bartle4 @ msn.com    (503) 838-4009 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (ENGINES & AIRFRAMES): Bob Ross  barnstormers2 @ msn.com   (503) 838-9967 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (SHEETMETAL):  Al Cleveland amcleveland @ minetfiber.com  (503) 910-7786  
YOUNG EAGLES COORDINATOR:   Bob Schwarzler schwarzler @ msn.com   (503) 838-1395 
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The Pryce List 
 
This month our chapter will hold elections for our 2008 leadership slate.  This is your chance to take ownership and to 
have a say in the direction your chapter takes. I hope you will place the November meeting on your calendar.  
Unfortunately, work commitments will keep me out of the country for this monthôs meeting so I will look forward to 
seeing all of you at the Annual Holiday Banquet in December. 
 
Holiday Banquet 
Many of you may have already received an e-mail from Chapter Secretary Tom Turnbull regarding this yearôs Holiday 
Banquet, which will be held at the Independence Elks Club on Main Street.  The Independence Elks hosted the RV Fly-in 
dinner in August and those that attended gave good marks for quality of food and dinner service.  The date for the dinner 
is Saturday, December 15.  A no-host bar will open at 6:00 p.m. and the dinner will commence at 7.  Meal choices are 
ham or turkey with all the trimmings and include dessert for a cost of $20 a person.  You may turn in your banquet form at 
the November meeting or mail it.  Alternatively, you can e-mail me at sierrab24r@yahoo.com with your RSVP and meal 
choice(s).  I need to have a head count for the Elks by December 1,

 
so they can plan supplies and staffing levels. 

 

Mike Pongracz 

On Friday, November 2, Mike Pongracz suffered serious injuries in a takeoff accident of his recently certified E-LSA. An 
investigation as to the causes of the accident is currently underway and it may be a little while before we know exactly 
what happened. However, a witness to the crash believes that there may have been a problem with the engine. The 
airplane came down hard, just slightly north and left of the Runway 34 centerline at Independence. Airpark resident Norm 
Rainey, waiting to takeoff in his RV-10, announced an aircraft down over the advisory frequency.  Chapter member Bill 
Wallace heard the call in his hangar and rushed to the scene, calling 911 enroute.  The airplane suffered heavy damage but 
remained basically intact.  On arrival at the scene, Bill found that Mike was conscious but in shock.  Bill remained with 
Mike until emergency crews were able to transport him to the hospital.  Following an evaluation at Salem Hospital, Mike 
was airlifted to Emmanuel Hospital in Portland.  In an e-mail on Sunday, November 4, Mikeôs wife, Betty, reported that 
he has had a back operation and will remain in the hospital for 5-7 days. Betty asked that I extend thanks to all in the 
community that have offered support.  I know you all join me in wishing Mike a full and speedy recovery. 
 
See you around the patché 
 
--Jerry Pryce, v.p. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sample Ballot. No voting twice! Itôs not nice. 
 

PRESIDENT 
  Bob Brown 
  ________________ 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
  Al Cleveland 
  Andy Duncan 
  ______________ 

 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
(vote for 2) 

  Jerry Pryce 
  Ernie Moreno 
  Jim Hubele 
  Chris Schulte 
  ________________ 

HANGAR MANAGER 
(vote for 2) 

  Dave Smith 
  Bob Schwarzler 
  ________________ 

SECRETARY 
  Tom Turnbull 
  ________________ 

 

TREASURER 
  Gary McCormick 
  Dick Wildman 
  ______________ 

YOUNG EAGLES 
COORD. 

  Kathy Cheval 
  ________________ 

 

WEB MASTER 
  Karen Brown 
 _________________ 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
  Dave Martin 
 _________________ 

mailto:sierrab24r@yahoo.com


 
 
Member Profileð 

 
Andy Duncan 
 
If  you canôt beat óem, join óemé.wherein Andy takes up Kathyôs hobby.
 
Andy Duncanôs first encounter with aviation wasnôt pleasant 
at all. He remembers being two years old, and living with his 
mom in east London, where he was born. They cowered under 
a bed every night that the sirens announced another round of 
bombing by the Germans. The house next door was flattened 
by a direct hit. ñFor some reason, they didnôt move us out and 
we werenôt evacuated,ò he said. 
 The effect lasts. He still gets anxious when he hears 
sirens, but it was worse some years ago. In his mid 40s in a 
small town in Alberta, he says, at noon on the first day of a 
new teaching job, a fire station siren caused him to hurl 
himself to the ground, ruining his suit. 
 Andyôs second-most-interesting aviation episode was 
a shared experience. He and his wife, Kathy Cheval, had been 
married for a while and were living in Salem. She developed 
the habit of disappearing for 2 or 3 hours and was receiving 
private phone calls, and Andy wondered about the future of 
their relationship. One day, however, Andy heard a voice on 
the answering machine that gave away the secret.  It was 
Kathyôs flight instructor, telling her about their next lesson.  
She hadnôt revealed to her husband that she was taking flying 
lessons, wanting to wait until she had soloed.  At the end of 
Kathyôs lesson, she and her instructor found Andy waiting for 
them at Annieôs Restaurant here at Independence Airport. ñI 
Gotcha!ò he said. 
 Kathy earned her license and was living in Salem.  
Andy was working in Coos Bay, and the couple looked for 
somewhere to live. They checked out Eugene and Corvallis, 
but Kathy wanted to be at an airpark, so they built here in 
Independence.  Kathy had a Grumman-American Trainer 
(successor to the Yankee), and once they had a place in the 
airpark and had an airplane in the hangar, it made no sense for 
Andy not to fly.  He soloed on Nov. 6, 2003 in their Trainer, 
but they sold it and bought an RV-6A.  Andy then bought a 
Fisher Classic biplane that he rerigged to make it fly right.  He 
got about 40 hours of taildragger time before selling the 
biplane in October, and he now has more flight hours than 
Kathy does.  
 Andyôs career was in education.  In 1967 he moved 
to northern Alberta after graduating from college in England 
as a certified teacher, and he taught there and in the Yukon 
Territory for a few years.  After getting a masterôs degree at 
the University of Calgary, he enrolled at the University of 
Oregon and earned a PhD.  He loved Oregon because it was 
warm and green.  He taught at Western Oregon University for 
a few years, held an education job in Portland, then became a 
school superintendent in British Columbia on Salt Spring 
Island, part of the Canadian gulf islands.  ñWe had 10 schools 
on five islands and transported kids with water taxis,ò he said. 
 In 1999 it was back to Oregon as director of the 
University Center in Coos Bay, from which he retired 
recently. Some people are under the impression that Andy had 

  
lived in New Zealand, but that association was as tour 
organizer, teaching professor, shoulder to cry on, and crisis 
manager of fall term study programs for WOU students.  For 
three months, he and the students visited Australia and New 
Zealand.

 
 During these years in education, did Andy think 
seriously about flying?  No, but itôs become Andyôs passion.  
ñI just love it!ò he said.  Andyôs and Kathyôs perspectives on 
flying are different, he said. ñKathy likes to fly for a reason 
such as going somewhere or taking someone someplace.  I just 
like to get in the air,ò he said.  He finds flying more interesting 
and more enjoyable when the weather is less than perfect.  
 The coupleôs 160-hp RV-6 provides fast 
transportation at a reasonable operating cost: 140 knots on not 
much fuel.  They have been as far as Amarillo, Texas.  

Andyôs new interest is a Starduster aerobatic bipe 
that was en route from Knoxville to Independence as we 
talked about it.  ñMy first objective will be to learn to land it,ò 
Andy said.  Lee Borchers will help him with that. ñStardusters 
have a reputation for being a little squirrely on the ground.  
But this one has a gear modification and a long engine mount, 
which should make it feel lighter on the ground,ò Andy said.  

Mild aerobatics will be the next step.  He will take 
aerobatic instruction and will buy a `chute or two.  Kathy and 
Andy have decided that the way to have fun together in the air 
is for them to fly in separate airplanes.  That way he gets the 
biplane, which he has wanted for a long time, and they both 
get to be PIC.  
 Andy says heôs ready for a chilly-weather checkout.  
ñI have a Nomex flight suit, a fleece-lined helmet, and a jacket 
with a hood to keep cold air from going down the back of my 
neck,ò  Andy said. ñThe Starduster will be great for just 
playing around in the sky.ò --Dave Martin 

 


