
The Taledragger 

 
January 2004 

The Monthly Newsletter  of 
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Serving the Willamette Valley at Independence State Airpor t, Oregon 
 
Visit our website at http://www.eaa292.org   It’s updated regularly by our webmaster, John Ousterhout, and it’s your big chance to see 
all the photos in this issue in color! 
 

The President’s Corner  
 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 EVERY OTHER SUNDAY  THE INDEPENDENCE FLYER BUILDERS GROUP  CHAPTER HANGAR, AROUND NOON-ISH 
 JANUARY 10TH   EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING   CHAPTER HANGAR, 9 A.M. 
 JANUARY 10TH   OUR FIRST SATURDAY GENERAL MEETING  CHAPTER HANGAR, 10 A.M. 
 JANUARY 18TH   MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR ALAN UPRIGHT  CHAPTER HANGAR, NOON 
 JULY 7TH TO 11TH   EAA NORTHWEST REGIONAL FLY-IN   ARLINGTON, WA 
 JULY 27TH TO AUGUST 2ND 2004 AIRVENTURE     OSHKOSH, WI 

It is with a deep sadness that we must report on the passing 
of two EAA members in December:  Doug Allsop and Alan 
Upright.  Doug was a long-time member of the chapter and a 
skilled carpenter, assisting in many of the woodworking 
workshops over the years.   
 

Alan Upright was a valued member of our airpark 
community:  a talented builder of many RV aircraft, a skilled 
pilot with 34 Young Eagles to his credit, and a trusted friend 
whose concern and willingness to help others will be sorely 
missed.  A memorial service will be held at the EAA Hangar 
at noon on January 18th to honor his memory. 
 
This Nieuport 11model was the start for Proctor Enterprises 
way back when, and it is still a mainstay of their trade today.
Creating something this beautiful is still a worthy pursuit and 
thanks again to Proctor for sharing their facilities with us! 

(Continued on page 4)



EAA Chapter  292 Purposes --Policies--Meetings--Dues 
THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) CHAPTER 292: To promote and encourage the sport and hobby of 
recreational aviation.  To cooperate with and assist governmental agencies in the development of programs relating to aviation activities.  To promote and encourage 
aviation safety in the design, construction, and operation of all types of aircraft.  To encourage and engage in research for the improvement and better understanding of 
aviation and the science of aeronautics.  To foster, promote, and engage in aviation education.  To foster closer fellowship among its members through the exchange of 
ideas of mutual interest.  Chapter 292 is a private, non-profit organization,  and recognized as a 501 (c)(3) institution by the IRS.  Contributions to the organization are 
fully tax-deductible as authorized by law. 
CHAPTER 292 AND EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: EAA National Membership is required for all Chapter 292 members (call 1-800-JOIN EAA).  
Chapter 292 dues are $48/year for 2004 and are prorated on a $4/month basis for those who join mid-year.  For more information both on National and Chapter 292 
memberships, please call the Chapter Secretary, Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767. 
MEETINGS: The general membership meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month at 10 A.M. at the Chapter Hangar, 4803 Airport Road, at Independence 
State Airport.  Oftentimes special events will supersede the normal schedule, please call the Chapter Secretary to confirm a date if  in doubt.   
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  &  OFFICERS: The executive board meets at the Chapter Hangar on the second Saturday of each month at 9 A.M.  Board meetings are 
open, and anyone may attend.   
NEWSLETTER: The Taledragger  is published and mailed one week prior to the general membership meeting.  Feature articles, stories relating to flying, technical 
reports, or classified listings should be made to the newsletter editor one week prior to publication.  This is most easily accomplished by e-mail to the editor at 
pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com.  EAA Chapter 292 is not responsible for any modification or maintenance items that appear in the newsletter or in any other 
correspondence.  It is the responsibility of the reader to discuss and get approval for all such items from an appropriate A&P, the FAA  or other government official. 
 
General Membership &  Executive Committee Meetings 
EAA Chapter 292 December 6, 2003 
 
1. Attendance:  This year the turn out was smaller than usual.  We still had over 75 people, but we usually have closer to 100.  Jerry 
did a fine job of hosting the event.  He handed out awards and asked if anyone noticed a trend with the same familiar faces.  It was a 
great time to share good food with friends and reflect on our accomplishments.  This was the first weekend of the eBay auction for the 
#14 Nieuport 11, and when Jerry announced that the bid was already up to $13,500 the crowd broke into applause.  [Editor’s note:  
The next weekend the bidding concluded at $18,600, and the mortgage on the hangar was reduced by 75%!]  Thank you Noon Patrol! 
2.  Executive Committee Meeting:  All agreed to have this meeting one hour prior to the regular meeting on the second Saturday of 
each month.  This simplifies life for the chapter leaders and allows greater participation of the general membership if they too choose 
to become involved in the business decisions of the chapter. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary 

 

2004 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT:       Al Cleveland  amcleveland@msn.com    (503) 838-9929 
VICE-PRESIDENT:    Bill McMichael  n116bm@yahoo.com    (503) 364-8898 
SECRETARY/ TREASURER:   Mike Pongracz   Pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com              (503) 606-9767 
WEBMASTER:     John Ousterhout  ousterj@comcast.net     (503) 606-9325 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:   Mike Pongracz   Pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com              (503) 606-9767 
HANGAR MANAGER:    Roger Vasend  rvasend@outdrs.net    (503) 743-4327 
ASSISTANT HANGAR MANAGER:  Jerry Medlock  medlockj@teleport.com    (503) 838-2902 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR & FLIGHT ADVISOR: Ernie Moreno   ewmoreno@worldnet.att.net   (503) 838-6878 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (Metal):  George Genevro  georgegenevro@cs.com    (503) 363-5032  
YOUNG EAGLES COORDINATOR:  Carole Gabel  gabelair@qwest.net     (503) 838-3844 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS (continued) 
 
 
RV-8A SUBKITS FOR SALE BY CHAPTER 105: Empennage assembled; one wing assembled, one just started.  Can be built as RV-8 (tail wheel).  Plans #81205.  
Located at Chap 105 hangar at Twin Oaks.  Asking $6500.  Contact Rion for viewing -- 503-646-8763 (eve), 503-670-1144 (day), 503-720-9394 (cell) 
 
DONATE YOUR YOUNG EAGLE POINTS!  EAA Chapter 411 has made a commitment to send a young person to summer camp this coming year 2004. If any of 
your Young Eagle pilots would like to donate their points to a special young person, please send them, c/o Young Eagle Summer Camp, EAA 411, PO Box 411, 
Midland, Oregon 97634-0411.  Thanks, Jim Baker, EAA Chapter 411 Treasurer. 
 
MCCULLOCH ENGINE PARTS NEEDED: I am in need of a magneto and carb for a McCulloch (Mac) 4 cylinder 0-100 drone engine. Please contact Ray Bruce, 
(503) 463-7386, Thanks. 
 
 

Roster  Updates:  “ Star ter  &  Alternator  Repair ”  
 
We overhaul starters and alternators for anything that moves. Just last week I did an alternator for a Robinson helicopter and a starter 
for a 172 Cessna. Anyone in our group that needs starter and alternator work done on their airplanes or other equipment my rates are 
the best they will find anywhere.  $40 labor to overhaul any starter or alternator plus parts.  Same day or next day turn-around in most 
cases. Give us a call at (541) 753-9191.   

 Thanks, Jim Morton 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Noon Patrol Update 
 
We have a new member!  His name is 
Orlando Ayala, and he is the proud new 
owner of #14.   
 
Orlando makes his home in Redmond, 
Washington, but while he flies the time off 
#14 and learns about tail draggers from Al 
Cleveland and others, he’ ll base the plane 
here in Independence. 
 
He officially took possession of the plane on 
December 20, 2003 at breakfast with the 
group.  (A big thank you to M.J. Kesterson 
and Margaret Cleveland for arranging the 
breakfast!) 
 
Jerry said he couldn’ t remember when he had 
seen so many of Mike’s teeth—his smile was 
wider than a checkbook!  They took care of 
all the paperwork and Mike accepted the 
check that was dated December 17, 2003 (the 
One Hundredth Anniversary of Flight) on 
behalf of the chapter. 
 
This check was deposited into the Noon 
Patrol account, and then a check was 
immediately drafted to EAA Chapter 292 for 
the full amount of $18,600.  The outstanding 
mortgage was reduced by almost 75% when 
that check was applied against the principle. 
 
Al gave Orlando a few pointers about taxiing 
around, and he instantly became a twelve-
year-old! 
 
Flying does take years off of your life and 
keeps you young! 
 
And we have this message from Al: “Today
at approximately 4:00 pm on December 18th, 
just one day after the centennial celebration 
of Orville and Wilber©s first flight a new 
milestone was set for the Independence Noon 
Patrol.  Two Nieuport 11 aircraft flew 
formation in the skies over 7S5.  Clay 
Kesterson and Al Cleveland braved the cold 
air for nearly 40 minutes orbiting the field in 
a loose formation as several onlookers 
gathered.   The cold but happy pilots gently 
set their birds down, taxiing to the crowd to 
share observations and ideas over the recent 
flight. As our two chilled pilots headed for 
the hanger, talk was already in the air over
the addition of the next Nieuport to the
flight.”
 
(As usual, thanks to John Ousterhout for the 
fine pictures.) 
 



EAA Member  Appointed to Oregon Aviation Board 
 
The Oregon State Senate recently confirmed Stephen L. Beckham, EAA 531316, of Aumsville, as the newest member of the State 
Aviation Board. Beckham, a pilot and homebuilder, is vice president of government affairs with Liberty Northwest Insurance Corp. “ I 
am passionately committed to aviation,”  he said. “Aviation can play an increased role to improve economic development in 
communities throughout the state.”  Beckham has built an RV-4 and is currently building an RV-3. The aviation board provides policy 
guidance and oversight to the Oregon Department of Aviation. (Do any of us know this gentleman?  Why don’ t we invite him to 
become a member  of our  chapter?) 
 

 

 

President’s Corner  (continued)  

Well another year has arrived and we are 
continuing forward with more exciting projects. 
The Noon Patrol has now sold number 14 and a 
very elated Mike has taken the check to the bank. 
As promised, the proceeds went towards making 
a significant reduction to our debt on the 
building. In addition, we now have a new 
member of our chapter and of The Noon Patrol. 

For the coming year we have essentially three 
projects in the works and hope everyone will 
come participate as they can. 

For those who prefer something in the certified 
world, The Luscombe Project is also available. 
Bob Schwarzler is the lead person here. Bob and 
crew have taken on the engine rebuild first and 
hope to have all parts gathered, ready for 
assembly later in January.  

Bob Ross has offered to help with the airframe 
which we hope to start soon after the engine is 

complete. Here is an opportunity to get involved in a restoration of a vintage aircraft. 

The first is the Independence Flyer, headed up by Ernie Moreno. With the airframe essentially built, covering, painting, and final 
assembly is next. If this is your interest, come on down, roll up your sleeves and have some fun. 

The third project is the completion of a two place ultralight trainer called a Hornet. It was donated to the chapter and needs work done 
to the engine and airframe to be airworthy. Anyone wishing to be involved is truly welcome to contact me, since I©m project 
coordinator here. 

The e-board is working on a series of workshops to be held at the meetings now on Saturdays. Our first session will be about welding 
and what it takes to weld 4130 and aluminum. We intend to have a complete series throughout the year on different aspects of building 
an aircraft.  If there are other interests you would like us to focus on or skills you would like to share with other members please 
contact the e-board members with your ideas.  
 

Al Cleveland 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU! 
 
At the Annual Banquet I had mentioned to one of our resident machinists, Bill Esther , that the shear/brake that had helped build 
fourteen Nieuport 11s, might be on its last legs, and would he please evaluate it’s serviceability for us.  Within the week he not only 
did the evaluation part, but he also tuned it up for the chapter so that we can build another fourteen airplanes if we want to.  Thank you 
so much, Bill!  That’s the kind of attitude that makes this chapter great! 



The Independence Flyer  Log:  Update from August 2001. 

The Independence 
Flyer Project did 
indeed grind to a 
halt in 2000.  It was 
kept on the back 
burner by Ernie and 
Dennis and revived 
in 2003.  They have 
recruited Dale, 
Paul, Paul and 
Percy to help.  The 
area vacated by the 
Nieuport Project 
has been refilled 
with another 
airplane - The Indy 
Flyer!  Here are 
some pictures of 
our progress: 

� Here is an over-
all shot of one 
wing.  Note the 
foam ribs covered 
with wood.  The 
wood is to keep the 
chemicals used in 
the covering 
process from 
destroying the 
foam.  The half-ribs 
are used to keep the 
leading edge of the 
airfoil in shape, and 
the "false spar" of 
foam keeps the ribs 
aligned. 

� This is a detail 
of the leading 
edge.  The front 
spar is 2 1/2 inch 
aluminum tube.  
Epoxy is used to 
secure the ribs to 
the spars. 

Article and 
Photos by 

Percy Wood 



 



 

PLEASE TREAT THIS AS A BILL AND SEND IN A CHECK TODAY. 
 

The Willamette Valley Chapter 292 of 
The Experimental Aircraft Association 

 
Dues are due January 1, 2004 for  all members.   
 
The Financial Par t: (Please check at least one) 
 
[ ]  I’m enclosing a check for $48 for my year 2004 chapter dues. 
[ ] I’m enclosing a check for $100 for my tax-deductible yearly pledge to the Building Fund. 
[ ] I’m enclosing $__________as a donation to the Building Fund. 
[ ] I’d like to help the Luscombe Restoration Fund with an interest-free LOAN of $__________. 
 
The Roster  Update Par t: 
 
[ ] All the information on the roster enclosed is still correct. 
[ ] If your EAA # is “Applied”  or blank, please provide the proper # 
[ ] Please make the following corrections: 

 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO: 

 
Mike Pongracz, Chapter  Secretary 

649 Airpor t Way 
Independence, OR 97351 

 
 

The Notor ious Al-Gebra Movement  
 
At New York©s Kennedy airport today, an individual, later discovered to be a public school teacher, was arrested trying to board a 
flight while in possession of a ruler, a protractor, a setsquare, and a calculator. Attorney General John Ashcroft believes the man is a 
member of the notorious al-gebra movement.  He is being charged with carrying weapons of math instruction. 
 
Al-gebra is a very fearsome cult, indeed.  They desire average solutions by means and extremes, and sometimes go off on a tangent in 
a search of absolute value.  They consist of quite shadowy figures, with names like "x" and "y", and, although they are frequently 
referred to as "unknowns", we know they really belong to a common denominator and are part of the axis of medieval with 
coordinates in every country.  As the great Greek philanderer Isosceles used to say, there are 3 sides to every angle, and if God had 
wanted us to have better weapons of math instruction, He would have given us more fingers and toes. 
 
Therefore, I©m grateful that our government has given us a sine that it is intent on protracting us from these math-dogs who are so 
willing to disintegrate us with calculus disregard. These statistic bastards love to inflict plane on every sphere of influence.  Under the 
circumferences, it©s time we differentiated their root, made our point, and drew the line.  These weapons of math instruction have the 
potential to decimal everything in their math on a scalene never before seen unless we become exponents of a Higher Power and begin 
to factor-in random facts of vertex.  As our Great Leader would say, Read my ellipse. 
 
Here is one principle he is uncertainty of---though they continue to multiply, their days are numbered and the hypotenuse will tighten 
around their necks. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Square Root 
Pi in the sky Division  (Thanks to Ron Carroll for  shar ing this ar ticle he found on the web!) 



CLASSIFIED ADS 
 
LYCOMING ENGINES &  PARTS: Harry Malette (800) 831-6513 
 
1987 AVID FLYER B  N#3PN: Recently updated 2-Place, 850# gross.  
Newer Rotax 582 with oil injection and electric starter. All the usual 
instruments plus Val-Com radio and Garmin Pilot 111 GPS.  Grove aluminum  
landing gear with hydraulic. brakes. 340 hours on airframe and approx. 140 on 
engine. Always hangared. Something around 15K buys it. Contact Mike 
Tracy, Eugene (541) 461-6346 or homegrwn1@hotmail.com 

 
ROTAX 447 FREE AIR: 410 hours TT.   Complete w/ 2.58:1 ‘B’  box.  Lots 
of good hours left! $700.  Call Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767 

 
PA-12 FIREWALL FORWARD: Engine is Lycoming O- 290-D, mount, 
exhaust system, all accessories, oil cooler, and all cowlings.  Contact Ron 
Purdum at (503) 694-6299.   
 
QUICKSILVER MX  377 Rotax , good to excellent sails. It does not have 
steerable nosewheel . Comes  with a complete extra rebuildable 377 Rotax. 
All the original paperwork, complete assembly & parts manual and lots of 
new odds and ends. I have no place to store it anymore and would like to sell 
it for $2,650 David Harris (541) 688-6751 nailbangr7@aol.com 
 
1982 MX QUICKSILVER:  New Rotax 447, Front and rear fairing with 
wind shield and storage, Wheel pants, Rear drum brakes, Ivo Prop 2 blade, 
ground adjustable, MXL stabilizer, Vibration coupler, drive shaft, pillow 
block bearing, small pulley and drive belts are all new, Wing wire bolt kit and 
as well as other safety up grades. New wheels and tires. Strobe, Tach, CHT, 
EGT, Air speed, Regulator.  Qualifier Sails.  Located at Daniels Field.  
Always stored in hanger. $4,000.  (541) 607-9055 (home), (541) 953-2443 
(cell) marty.nill@guaranty.com 
 
  

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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PROGRAM NOTES: 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10TH, 10 A.M. 
 

WELDING 101:  COME LEARN FROM A 
PANEL OF EXPERTS—WELL, AT LEAST A 

COUPLE OF GIFTED AMATEURS! 
 


