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Thanks again to “Coma” and Roger Vasend for a wonderful
program last month at the Por tland Air National Guard!

           The Taledragger

May 2003
The Monthly Newsletter of

Chapter 292 of the Experimental Aircraft Association
Serving the Will amette Valley at Independence State Airport, Oregon

Visit our website at http://www.eaa292.org   It’s updated regularly by our webmaster, John Ousterhout, and it’s your big chance to see
all the photos in this issue in color!

The President’ s Corner
Where are the airplanes? We came down here to see all of the airplanes and there
are only three in the hangar here and they don’ t even have wings? This was a
comment made by more than one of our visitors last weekend. The EAA hangar
is almost empty!

Well, Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls, that is correct. Thanks to the
perseverance of Clay Kesterson, our wing rigger, we are just about out of
airplanes. They are scattered all over the airport and are in the process of f inal
finishing and FAA inspections. Our World War I Nieuport squadrons (that’s
right, more than one) will be available for viewing on Memorial Day, May 26th

at the EAA 292 hangar. We think there will be at least 13 of the 14 Nieuport
Biplanes for your inspection and photographic recording on Memorial Day! We
will  have an open house for visitors as well , but the show will be tied down just
outside the West hangar door. Be sure and bring all of your friends that have been
keeping track of this project, it will be quite a sight!

(Continued on page 4)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 SATURDAYS THE NOON PATROL BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
 SUNDAYS THE INDEPENDENCE FLYER BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, AROUND NOON-ISH
 WEDNESDAY EVENINGS THE NOON PATROL BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M. TO 10 P.M.
 MAY 1ST  (1ST THURSDAY) COAST TO COAST FLIGHT PLANNING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
 MAY 8TH (2ND THURSDAY) GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
 MAY 22nd (4TH THURSDAY) EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
 JUNE 14TH INTERNATIONAL YOUNG EAGLES DAY CHAPTER HANGAR,

8:30 A.M.
 JULY 10th  TO 13th WESTERN REGIONAL EAA FLY-IN ARLINGTON, WASHINGTON
 JULY 26th  TO AUGUST 16th COAST TO COAST FLIGHT KITTY HAWK OR BUST!
 JULY 28th  TO AUGUST 3rd EAA AIRVENTURE OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN



EAA Chapter 292 Purposes --Policies--Meetings--Dues
THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) CHAPTER 292: To promote and encourage the sport and hobby of
recreational aviation.  To cooperate with and assist governmental agencies in the development of programs relating to aviation activities.  To promote and encourage
aviation safety in the design, construction, and operation of all types of aircraft.  To encourage and engage in research for the improvement and better understanding
of aviation and the science of aeronautics.  To foster, promote, and engage in aviation education.  To foster closer fellowship among its members through the
exchange of ideas of mutual interest.  Chapter 292 is a private, non-profit organization,  and recognized as a 501 (c)(3) institution by the IRS.  Contributions to
the organization are fully tax-deductible as authorized by law.
CHAPTER 292 AND EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: EAA National Membership is required for all Chapter 292 members (call 1-800-JOIN EAA).
Chapter 292 dues are $48/year for 2003and are prorated on a $4/month basis for those who join mid-year.  For more information both on National and Chapter
292 memberships, please call the Chapter Secretary, Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767.

MEETINGS: The general membership meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 7 P.M. at the Chapter Hangar , 4803 Airport Road, at
Independence State Airport.  Oftentimes special events will supersede the normal schedule, please call the Chapter Secretary to confirm a date if  in doubt.  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS: The executive board meets at the Chapter Hangar on the fourth Thursday of each month at 7 P.M.  Board meetings
are open, and anyone may attend.  

NEWSLETTE R: The Taledragger  is published and mailed one week prior to the general membership meeting.  Feature articles, stories relating to flying, technical
reports, or classified listings should be made to the newsletter editor one week prior to publication.  This is most easily accomplished by e-mail to the editor at
pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com.  EAA Chapter 292 is not responsible for any modification or maintenance items that appear in the newsletter or in any other
correspondence.  It is the responsibility of the reader to discuss and get approval for all such items from an appropriate A&P, the FAA  or other government off icial.

General Membership
EAA Chapter 292, Apr il 10, 2003

1.  Attendance: About 35 members and guests attended.
2.  The Noon Patrol Report:  Al Cleveland now has over ten hours on his bird (#10) and “ the landings and take offs are still an
adventure.”  We took that to mean exciting and adventuresome, not the “Oh my goodness what do I do now?” kind.
3.  Featured Program: Survival Training: A special thank you to Kent Stuart and Les Peterson from the McMinnvill e Civil Air Patrol
for putting on this program.  They did a lot to help us “change a li fe threatening situation into nothing more than an extended camping
trip.”   We of course talked about water, food, fire, and shelter.   They recommend carrying two orange Colorado Department of
Transportation shelter bags.  They aren’ t prone to tear like the old Mylar shelters and make a better signal devise. Kent and Les
demonstrated several fire making techniques.  The R.E.I. storm proof matches alone should be a must-carry item!  They also recommended
the Mountain House food packs to “ take the trauma out of the experience.”  Make a meal and relax!  Obviously, attitude is everything,
and it is critical to “do the right thing first, and the first thing right.”  Thanks to Mr. Bill and Greg Guy for arranging this fine program.
Let’s hope it saves a li fe some day.
4.  Lawn Mowing on a Grand Scale: Bob Schwarzler has got a crew ready to tackle the grass mowing at Independence State Airport.
School will t ake place shortly, and the Chapter and the State are hoping that this is a win-win situation for us both.  Way to go, Bob!

Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary

2003 Chapter Off icers
PRESIDENT: Jerry Medlock medlock@teleport.com (503) 838-2902
VICE-PRESIDENT:    Al Cleveland amcleveland@msn.com (503) 838-9929
SECRETARY & NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mike Pongracz Pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com           (503) 606-9767
WEBMASTER: John Ousterhout ousterj@comcast.net  (503) 606-9325
TREASURER: Charles Kennedy cekennedy@proaxis.com (541) 752-8743
HANGAR MANAGER: Bill McMichael n116bm@yahoo.com (503) 364-8898
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR & FLIGHT ADVISOR: Ernie Moreno  ewmoreno@worldnet.att.net (503) 838-6878
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (Metal): George Genevro georgegenevro@cs.com (503) 363-5032
YOUNG EAGLES COORDINATOR: Carole Gabel gabelair@qwest.net  (503) 838-3844

Executive Committee Meeting
EAA Chapter 292, Apr il 24, 2003

1.  Attendance: (5) Medlock, Cleveland, McMichael, Davidson, Pongracz
2.  May 8th Program: Featured speaker will be Dean Abbott, Korean Air Ace McConnell ’s Wing Man.
3.  Hornet Project: Al Cleveland reported that there are still some problems with this possible donation.  Patience is a virtue!
4.  May 9th Day at the Capitol: We’re hoping that the weather will cooperate and allow a Nieuport to be displayed on the steps of the
Oregon State Capitol building.  Lynn McDonald will t ake his Avid Flyer.  We’re hoping that John Ousterhout will update The Noon Patrol



display and we’ ll use that as a backdrop for EAA literature and focus on The Young Eagles Program.  Our own Kevin Davidson, with
over 100 flights to his credit, will help man this booth.  It’s a good chance to help a few legislators learn what we do.

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary



STUPID PILOT TRICKS:  Extracted from "Inside Aviation"

"The number of general aviation accidents declined to 1494 in 2000 -the lowest since 1938. According to the AOPA Air Safety Foundation
Nail Report published by the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Assn., there were 298 fatal accidents, with takeoff and landings accounting for
58% of all pilot-related events. Loss of control was the chief reason for more than 30%.The second leading cause was wind. The fatality
rate in takeoff accidents was 20.5% while fataliti es during landing accounted for only 1%. In addition, only 7.7% of all general aviation
accidents were attributed to student pilots, but licensed pilots with fewer than 500 hr. were involved in 34.9% of all accidents. Weather
was responsible for only 3% of total mishaps, but accounted for 56.5% of fataliti es for single-engine, fixed gear aircraft and 89.5% of
accidents involving single-engine, retractable gear. As for multi-engine accidents involving weather, 100% were fatal."

12th Annual RV Fly-in
in Scappoose

Jerry, Al, Mike, John, Charles, Bill , Ernie,
George, Carole - Off icials and members of
EAA Chapter 292 !

It is my pleasure to invite your chapter to
the 12th annual RV fly-in in Scappoose on
June 14th, 10 am to 4 pm.

For more information about the fly-in,
please look at http://www.edt.com/homewing/nwflyin.html ,or contact the fly-in leader, Mr. Don Wentz at djwentz@centurytel.net (503)
543-3653.

Although the name suggests this is an "RV" fly-in, we do encourage any aviation enthusiast to join us at this casual, laid back gathering
of more than 100 airplanes built by flight-loving individuals from all over the region.

Admittance is free, lunch is cheap, and having more airplane loving folks around can only improve upon what is already a great fly-in.

The President’ s Corner (continued)

Andy Anderson is "ramrodding" the Memorial Day event at Independence Airport and needs some help, so come on down and volunteer,
we will also have to have volunteers to help park, so as Kevin Davidson says, we hope the "usual suspects will show up and lend a hand."

Al  Cleveland, our EAA 292 Vice President and Scoutmaster for our Explorer Post, will have the Explorers rope off the taxiway so people
won’t be inclined to try to "visit" the taxiway or active runway. Al may also do a flyby in his Nieuport.  It’s going to be some grand day!

Our May 8th speaker will be Dean Abbott, who was a Korean Fighter Pilot. So we will have some real "war stories." I don’ t know if he
flew P51’s or F86’s but either way it will be an interesting event. Once again I would like to thank Bill McMichael for getting Dean to
speak to us this month.

Beautiful flying weather, get out there and aviate!

Jerry Medlock



CLASSIFIED ADS (continued)
RV-6A: 1998.  N-314EP. Slider, 235 hrs
TTAF, 148 hrs SCMOH.  Full gyro panel,
Garmin 250XL com/GPS. KT76A
txp/encoder/intercom.  Navaid a/p.  Engine
PreHeat, Wolf remote oil filter, electric trim
and flaps.  White w/ 3 color accent stripes.
Orndorf upholstery.  O-320.  Sensenich metal
prop.  Fast -6A! $64,000.  (Just not enough
like an ultralight for me.)  Contact  Mike
Pongracz  at  (503)  606-9767or
pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com

Tailwheel Training for Dummies

Crosswind Technique and Slips to Landing - the Lost Ar ts?  Tailwheel Transition Training Part 3

Introduction:
This time around I want to touch on two topics where some transition pilots have a bit of trouble.  These are crosswind technique and slips to landing.
Three common threads connect these two maneuvers.  Both are used as part of the landing approach.  Both use cross-control of rudder and ailerons.  And,
both are in danger of becoming lost arts.  Crosswind and slip maneuvers are still part of the FAA flight exam, but the quality of training and execution
are showing some of the ravages of neglect in recent decades.  Maybe it can be said that slips are the victim of modern aircraft designs with their flaps,
reduced rudder effectiveness, and clean side profiles.  On the other hand, crosswind landing and take-off technique owes much of its demise to the tricycle
gear that is tolerant of bad habits.  Modern airplane design and tricycle gear have not so much rendered slip and crosswind techniques useless, but rather
have made it possible to neglect these useful, if not necessary, flight maneuvers. 

For tailwheel airplanes proper crosswind technique is essential.  The same can be said of slips for most of the older tailwheel airplanes.  The methods
that I use and teach are no different than those shown in the FAA’s Flight Training Handbook AC 61-21A which serves as the basis for the Practical Test
Standards (PTS) used in every pilot’s FAA flight exams.  However, it should be important to note that the examples shown in the pertinent sections of
AC 61-21A use tricycle geared airplanes.  That is to say, for the most part the techniques used for taildraggers are not so much different, but rather are
just a strict adherence to the standard techniques that should be used for tricycle airplanes.  I view any training given to transition pilots to polish-up
crosswind and slip techniques as remedial in nature and encourage those pilots to also use them when flying tricycle airplanes.

Slips:
A great article written by Budd Davisson appeared in the January 2003 issue of Flight Training magazine.  It is recommend reading for those interested
in this topic.  In the article Budd laments the rarity of seeing someone perform a side-slip to landing, and then discusses the use and advantages of slips.
In addition, he dispels the misconception held by some that slips are unsafe.

For many of the older "Rag Wings" the slip is the primary aerodynamic means to steepen the glide path as many of these older airplanes do not have flaps.
Modern airplanes usually cannot be slipped as aggressively as the older taildraggers.  Most modern airplanes do not have the same level of rudder
responsiveness as the typical taildragger.  Also, the drag presented by the clean side profile of a modern airplane is noticeably less than say that of a tube
and fabric airplane like the Super Cub, Champ, or Citabria.  Pilots who have only flown the modern "Wichita Iron Clads" may never have experienced
a truly effective side-slip and may, in fact, find their first exposure a tad unnerving.  Both flaps and slips create extra drag, but unlike flaps, the slip
reduces li ft so that both components of the li ft-drag ratio are working towards a steeper the glide path.  In addition, exiting a slip increases li ft and
decreases the stall speed thus the slip can be freely entered and exited as needed during the approach.  Whereas, removing flaps decreases li ft and increases
the stall speed so once the flaps have been applied much care must be given in removing them.  This explains why the removal of f laps on the approach
is not a recommended action.  Use of slips is much more akin to the use of spoilers on a glider.

The misconception that slips are not safe can probably be traced to the fact that we have all had it beaten into our skulls to keep the "ball " centered in
slow flight situations such as what we experience in the pattern and on approach.  It is told to us that an off-centered "ball " is a standing invitation for
a spin if we inadvertently stall the airplane.  Although an off-centered "ball " is a necessary condition for a spin, it is not a suff icient condition.
Acknowledging that there are always pathological situations for any maneuver, it can still be said, when properly done, that a slip is no less safe than
the wings level approach.  It must be mentioned, however, that although an off-centered "ball " is OK in the creation of a slip, it is neither safe nor
acceptable to have the ball "off-center" in such a way as to induce a skid.  A skid truly is courting disaster when you are low and slow.

Crosswind Landings and Take-offs:
There are two issues regarding crosswind landings during transition training.  The first is obviously the use of proper technique, but the second, and
somewhat less obvious, is the issue of recognizing when crosswind technique is required.  It is human nature to reduce complex operations down to their
most criti cal tasks.  This allows us to dismiss some tasks as trivial so that we can focus on those that are more important.  Due to the tricycle gear’s
forgiving characteristics, the side loads induced by light to moderately light crosswinds present littl e hazard even when no concerted effort is made to
eliminate the side loads caused by landing with a slight crab or with a slight sideways drift.  Since experience rarely punishes such infractions, some
tricycle gear pilots soon develop an unconscious complacency towards those crosswinds that fall below some arbitrary threshold.  Unless a student pilot
is trained otherwise, it is almost inevitable for bad habits to arise from such natural complacency.



Any level of complacency towards crosswinds while landing or taking-off in a taildragger may very well result in loss of directional control.  Even what
might be perceived as fairly light crosswind can be dangerous in the event of an incompletely rotated three-point landing if drift or crab is ignored. 
Complacency will not likely last very long with taildraggers, though.  Experience is a harsh teacher.  There is nothing like doing S-turns across a runway
center-line to drive home an object lesson on drift correction.  This is taking low-altitude ground reference maneuvers to the extreme.  It is important
for the transition pilot to develop a keener sense of drift or misalignment than may be used for tricycle geared airplanes.  This is something that can and
should also be practiced with that modern three-wheeled "Spam Can".  Side loads impose unnecessary stress on the tricycle landing gear and tires and
thus should be avoided even though there is littl e threat of losing directional control.  But more importantly, practicing good alignment and drift control
every time you fly, regardless of gear configuration, sharpens those skills for when you do fly that taildragger.

By the time crosswind components reach moderate levels pretty much everybody recognizes the need to use some form of corrective action.  A drawback
to tricycle airplanes is that they do not always force us to perfect our crosswind technique.  Almost any form of f laili ng can result in a successful, albeit
bumpy, landing.  On the other hand, taildraggers demand us to be proficient in our crosswind skill s, and either you have them, or you go someplace where
the runway is wind-aligned.

The private aircraft that the vast majority of us fly are relatively slow and light.  For these aircraft, particularly the taildraggers, there are two acceptable
methods used for crosswind landings.  The most frequently used method for doing crosswind landing comes straight from the FAA’s Flight Training
Handbook AC 61-21A.  For this type of approach a crab is used for most of the final approach.  Then, some adequate time prior to the flare, a cross-
controlled attitude is established.  The cross-controlled attitude is essentially a runway-aligned side-slip into the crosswind where the slip’s sideways
motion cancels the drift caused by the crosswind.  The second method is a variation of the first where the side-slip is established at a higher altitude shortly
after turning onto the final approach.  This establishes the final glide angle very early and is useful for those older flapless "Rag Wings" because the glide
angle can be controlled by varying the amount of side-slip being used.  The advantage of both of these two methods described above is that the pilot has
complete and sustainable control of the drift.  A three-point landing is done within a very narrow speed range, nominally at stall speed, and wheel landings
must be done with the minimum of vertical velocity.  Thus taildraggers require good control over forward and vertical airspeeds at touch down and it
is important to be able to provide sustained control over the drift to allow enough time to obtain the correct forward or vertical airspeeds during landing.

Bad habits usually form the basis for any diff iculties that some transition pilots experience during the crosswind portion of tailwheel training.  Bad habits
have their start from insuff icient primary training and/or subsequent neglect.  First and foremost, Mother Nature does not always cooperate during primary
training by providing the adequate conditions for instruction or practice of crosswind techniques.  Also, many find it diff icult to use effective cross-
controlled rudder/aileron simultaneously with precise elevator control.  This is particularly true with the added work load experienced during landing.
Frequently, steep learning curves and inadequate practice opportunities prevent pilots from achieving the proper level of proficiency.  Bad habits form
if these problems are not corrected early especially when the forgiving nature of the tricycle landing gear imposes no dramatic penalties for improper
crosswind technique.  Unfortunately, taildraggers are unforgiving of lax technique of any form.  It is then important to unlearn any bad habits and replace
them with the appropriate skills.

One last point regarding crosswinds, the take-offs require the same attention to technique as landings.  Again referring to the FAA’s Flight Training
Handbook AC 61-21, a pilot should also use cross-controls on take-off to maintain alignment with the runway centerline.  Only after it is confirmed that
a positive climb has been established with no chance of settling back onto the runway should the cross-controls be removed and replaced with a crab.
If  the airplane does settle back onto the runway in crosswind conditions it is highly probable that side drift or a crab will occur if cross-controls are not
used.  I have had a pilot relate to me that he had ground looped on take-off in such a situation.  It is fairly rare but certainly not unheard of - although
most ground loops occur upon landing.

In closing let me reiterate that, for the most part, taildragger techniques are really the same as those that should be used for tricycle airplanes.  It is just
that taildraggers require a strict adherence and a mastery of those standard techniques.  Also, it is easy to find a CFI who’ ll sign you off with only a
cursory treatment of ground handling, wheel landings, slips, and crosswinds.  Hopefully, I have convinced any potential transition student that it is in
his/her best interest to insist on a comprehensive training program.  If you are not comfortable with doing wheel landings or crosswind operations it is
unlikely that you will practice and learn them on your own.  Having a complete skill set gives you the confidence in your abiliti es to handle those less
than ideal conditions that have a nasty habit of turning up.  This will help you better enjoy that lovely taildragger of yours by minimizing those white-
knuckle experiences. 

If you have further interest in the tailwheel training, please contact me at the phone number or email address below.  I am based out of
the McMinnville FBO, which provides an excellent tailwheel-training environment.

Don Hammer
CFI-ASE, CFI-I, CFI-G
503-627-4666 (day)
503-692-3471 (night)
donovanh@tek.com



CLASSIFIED ADS
LYCOMING ENGINES & PARTS: Harry Malette (800) 831-6513

FLYING K SKYRAIDER: 22 hours airframe and engine. Options
include:  Bungee gear, quick-built wings, balloon tires and laced ribs.
Complete Poly-fiber system used. $13,500.  Bob Esch (541)926-5872,
(Albany) Eschbob@AOL.com

1997 THUNDER GULL -J :  200 hours on A&E, 503 Rotax DCDI,
altitude compensating carbs, oil injected, electric start, IVO prop, 24' metal
wing, strobes, 750# BRS canister, full upholstery, EIS (dual CHT & EGT,
tach, fuel level, hour meter, trip timer, OAT, etc), ASI, ALT, VSI,
compass, panel mount radio w/mounted antenna.   This is a factory built
plane and is in near mint condition. 90 MPH cruise @ 6000 RPM
(recommended by Mark Bierle), stalls @ 42 w/power-off , won't stall
w/power-on. REDUCED TO $15,500/trade/offer.  Ron.Carroll@att.net -
503-838-1195

1987 AVID FLYER B  N#3PN: Recently updated 2-Place, 850# gross.
Newer Rotax 582 with oil injection and electric starter. All the usual
instruments plus Val-Com radio and Garmin Pilot 111 GPS.  Grove
aluminum  landing gear with hydraulic. brakes. 340 hours on airframe and
approx. 140 on engine. Always hangared. Something around 15K buys it.
Contact Mike Tracy, Eugene (541) 461-6346 or homegrwn1@hotmail.com

WANTED: STEWART HEADWIND plans and/or airframe without
engine.   1-503-363-5032 or E-mail---georgegenevro@cs.com

ROTAX 447 FREE AIR: 410 hours TT.   Complete w/ 2.58:1 ‘B’ box
and new exhaust.  Lots of good hours left! $700.  Call Mike Pongracz at
(503) 606-9767 or (503) 510-5163

(Continued on page 6)

PROGRAM NOTES:

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING MAY 8TH AT 

THE CHAPTER HANGAR

FEATURED SPEAKER :

 DEAN ABBOTT, KOREAN AIR ACE
MCCONNELL ’S WING MAN

Experimental Aircr aft Association
Will amette Valley Chapter 292
4803 Airpor t Road
Independence, OR 97351


