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We’re hoping that this photo finds its way onto the cover of Sport Aviation.  The name of the dog in the lower r ight  hand corner is Char lie, and he is a
Havanese.  Isn’t he doing a grand job of guarding the Kesterson’s “ Pokey Huntress”?

           The Taledragger

June/July 2003
The Monthly Newsletter of

Chapter 292 of the Experimental Aircraft Association
Serving the Will amette Valley at Independence State Airport, Oregon

Visit our website at http://www.eaa292.org   It’s updated regularly by our webmaster, John Ousterhout, and it’s your big chance to see
all the photos in this issue in color!

The President’ s Corner

If you did not attend the annual Memorial Day airport “air show” at Independence, you really missed something.  Thanks to all of the
members of the chapter who worked to make this picture happen.



The President’ s Corner (continued)

There was a WW II , TBM (Too big to move) Avenger that flew in, folded his wings and parked for static tours. Fantastic airplane. The
aircraft looks like someone stuck a littl e tiny canopy on top of a bomber. The aircraft is so big that the circle of the yellow engine cowling
could be seen anywhere on the airfield above all of the general aviation aircraft parked there! 

There were the RV people and their slick, fast aircraft doing flybys and static displays. The Krummels’ RV-6A was a special crowd-
pleaser, painted up in United Airlines colors.  A bunch of the “plastic” airplanes showed up, the Burt Rutan EZ, Long EZ, there was even
at least one Cozy, the four-place aircraft that was not designed by Rutan.  The Avids and Kitfoxes put on a good show this year too.  The
roar of the B-25 and P-51 flyover was really something, but the awesome power of Al’s 1835 VW in his Nieuport 11 was pure music.

Annie’s own John and Erin flipped hotdogs and hamburgers in the Powers’ hangar and the memorial service went well at the flagpole.
Thanks to Andy Anderson for the usual splendid job.

Then of course there were the Nieuport 11 sesquiplanes (which means “wing and a half” ).  There were 13 Nieuports in various stages of
final construction, and with Paul Sieber’s ingenuity and some duct tape, they all l ooked good. There were a bunch of people looking at
the Nieuports–the crowd was estimated to be over a thousand--and you know what, I recognized many of them. A lot of people have been
following the project and came to check on the progress. It’s been three and a half years now, and we have had a lot of attention from the
surrounding community. 

Where to start with thanks to all of the EAAers that helped? Carole Gable for the intercom system, Richard Brown, Mike & Brian
Pongracz, Dale Finberg, Roger Vasend for helping to move chairs and tables. Ed Hannevig and Ron Carroll for lending barbeques, Dale
Finberg, Roger Vasend, Dave Smith, Ron Gilbertson for becoming aircraft "tug" drivers to move Nieuports in and out and all around the
field, and Dennis and Eileen Krummel for being everywhere at once. Al Cleveland who ramrodded the air traff ic control and parking with
the help of our Explorer Post and the Civil Air Patrol. Thanks to Dave Ruddiman and Pacific Painting for the loan of the cherry picker
to get that fabulous picture of the Nieuports!  And of course thanks to all of The Noon Patrol for taking the time to get their aircraft into
shape to show to the public.  It was a wonderful day for Independence and aviation.

This was not an EAA event, but there was a lot of member participation to make the event a success. Thanks to all of the members that
I didn’t catch in the act of helping, I am sorry if I didn’t mention you personally. It was hard to see everybody.  

Our June meeting will be "FLYING ON THE CHEAP", we will have speakers talk to us on ways to get up in the air for as littl e money
as possible, including inexpensive ultralights and organizations that will subsidize your flying. Ya’ll come.

June 14th is Young Eagles Day; we will need lots of help as usual to fly the kids. If you are rated and have or can rent an airplane, that
would be appreciated, but we are also in need of ground crews. More about this at the June meeting.

The July meeting will be in Arlington, Washington. There will be an informal meeting during the fly-in there.

See you at the June 12th meeting.

Jerry Medlock

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 SATURDAYS THE NOON PATROL BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
 EVERY OTHER SUNDAY THE INDEPENDENCE FLYER BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, AROUND NOON-ISH
 WEDNESDAY EVENINGS THE NOON PATROL BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M. TO 10 P.M.
 JUNE 5TH   (1ST THURSDAY) COAST TO COAST FLIGHT PLANNING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
 JUNE 12TH  (2ND THURSDAY) GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
 JUNE 14TH INTERNATIONAL YOUNG EAGLES DAY CHAPTER HANGAR, 8:30 A.M.
 JUNE 26TH  (4TH THURSDAY) EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
 JULY 10th  TO 13th WESTERN REGIONAL EAA FLY-IN ARLINGTON, WASHINGTON
 JULY 26th  TO AUGUST 16th COAST TO COAST FLIGHT KITTY HAWK OR BUST!
 JULY 28th  TO AUGUST 3rd EAA AIRVENTURE OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN



EAA Chapter 292 Purposes --Policies--Meetings--Dues
THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) CHAPTER 292: To promote and encourage the sport and hobby of
recreational aviation.  To cooperate with and assist governmental agencies in the development of programs relating to aviation activities.  To promote and encourage
aviation safety in the design, construction, and operation of all types of aircraft.  To encourage and engage in research for the improvement and better understanding
of aviation and the science of aeronautics.  To foster, promote, and engage in aviation education.  To foster closer fellowship among its members through the
exchange of ideas of mutual interest.  Chapter 292 is a private, non-profit organization,  and recognized as a 501 (c)(3) institution by the IRS.  Contributions to
the organization are fully tax-deductible as authorized by law.
CHAPTER 292 AND EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: EAA National Membership is required for all Chapter 292 members (call 1-800-JOIN EAA).
Chapter 292 dues are $48/year for 2003and are prorated on a $4/month basis for those who join mid-year.  For more information both on National and Chapter
292 memberships, please call the Chapter Secretary, Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767.

MEETINGS: The general membership meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 7 P.M. at the Chapter Hangar , 4803 Airport Road, at
Independence State Airport.  Oftentimes special events will supersede the normal schedule, please call the Chapter Secretary to confirm a date if  in doubt.  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS: The executive board meets at the Chapter Hangar on the fourth Thursday of each month at 7 P.M.  Board meetings
are open, and anyone may attend.  

NEWSLETTE R: The Taledragger  is published and mailed one week prior to the general membership meeting.  Feature articles, stories relating to flying, technical
reports, or classified listings should be made to the newsletter editor one week prior to publication.  This is most easily accomplished by e-mail to the editor at
pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com.  EAA Chapter 292 is not responsible for any modification or maintenance items that appear in the newsletter or in any other
correspondence.  It is the responsibility of the reader to discuss and get approval for all such items from an appropriate A&P, the FAA  or other government off icial.

General Membership
EAA Chapter 292, May 8, 2003

1.  Attendance: About 35 members and guests attended.
2.  The Noon Patrol Report:  The group is experiencing some parts shortages as the last two aircraft are rigged.  Everyone is gearing up
to assemble the squadron on Memorial Day on the grass in front of the hangar.
3.  Guest Speaker, Dean Abbott:  What a good story teller!  Dean reminded us that this was VE Day, and noted that he graduated from
high school on that day in 1945.  He was Joe McConnell ’s wing man during the Korean War, and was with him for 7 of his 16 kill s.  He
recalled an episode from nearly fifty years ago, on May 18, 1953.  A flight of aircraft was then composed of six aircraft, but four others
were forced to return to base, leaving just Dean and Joe McConnell chasing two other aircraft.  They were suddenly jumped by another
enemy formation and Dean said “There must be thirty of them!”  To which McConnell replied “Yeah, and we’ve got them all to
ourselves!”   Their return to the base that day was essentially a fifty-mile glide because they were so low on fuel.  Dean recalled how Joe
died test flying an F-86H at the age of 28.  The Alan Ladd story was priceless!  This incident took place during the filming of the Joe
McConnell Story.  Alan Ladd, along with June Allyson who was also in this picture, were known to be diff icult to work with.  Apparently
Dean was caught sitting in Alan Ladd’s special chair by Alan himself and started reading Dean the riot act over this infraction.  Dean
would have none of this, and picked up Alan Ladd–who was a pretty littl e guy anyway--by his collar and pinned him up against the wall
and told him to mind his manners.  Dean couldn’ t buy a drink during the rest of the filming, for all the crew was so grateful for putting
the littl e creep in his place!  Dean spoke a littl e about this sons who followed him into the Air Force, and he is obviously a very proud
father as well .  It was a wonderful evening.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary

2003 Chapter Off icers
PRESIDENT: Jerry Medlock medlock@teleport.com (503) 838-2902
VICE-PRESIDENT:    Al Cleveland amcleveland@msn.com (503) 838-9929
SECRETARY & NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mike Pongracz Pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com           (503) 606-9767
WEBMASTER: John Ousterhout ousterj@comcast.net (503) 606-9325
TREASURER: Charles Kennedy cekennedy@proaxis.com (541) 752-8743
HANGAR MANAGER: Bill McMichael n116bm@yahoo.com (503) 364-8898
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR & FLIGHT ADVISOR: Ernie Moreno ewmoreno@worldnet.att.net (503) 838-6878
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (Metal): George Genevro georgegenevro@cs.com (503) 363-5032
YOUNG EAGLES COORDINATOR: Carole Gabel gabelair@qwest.net (503) 838-3844
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Since there aren’t any Nieupor ts in the hangar anymore, we can get back to
work on the Indy Flyer!
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All the pieces are together now to assemble the first wing.

Executive Committee Meeting
EAA Chapter 292, May 22, 2003

1.  Attendance: (7) Medlock, Cleveland, Vasend, Finberg, Moreno, Davidson, Pongracz
2.  June Program: “Flying on the Cheap” We’re hoping that Ernie Moreno will be able to talk about his Weedhoppers.  Jerry is also
talking to the Civil Air Patrol and any other group that might be willi ng to actually pay you to fly for fun.  (Come find what Jerry has
uncovered.)  Ernie really has found some real finds up in the rafters of estate sales.  You’ve got to keep your eyes and ears open when
you’re working to save money–but that is part of the fun of it all .  We hope that Dennis Gwynn will chime in too.
3.  Young Eagles Program: All  available pilots for the June 14th cycle please check in with Carole Gabel.  We need everyone’s help to
do our part to help the EAA reach that 1 milli on Young Eagles flown mark by December 17th! 
4.  Nieuport Auction: The Executive Committee was anxious to learn of the intentions for the auction of one of the Nieuports.  We’re
hoping to retire a large portion of our $27,000 mortgage balance in the process, and so are hopeful that this transaction will occur this
summer.  We’re expecting that the #14 airplane of The Noon Patrol will be auctioned between August 4 and August 14.  E-bay has a ten-
day window for their auctions.  We hope to have as much free publicity prior to this auction as we can muster.  The photos taken at the
Memorial Day gathering should be irresistible to Sport Aviation and Kitplanes. [We’ve since learned that Kirk Gormley’s article will be
in the July issue of Sport Aviation (and we’re hoping that John’s recent photos from Memorial Day will make the cover of this issue!] John
Ousterhout and Mike Pongracz are going to trailer #14 up to Arlington, Washington for the Northwest EAA Fly-in the second week in
July, and then to Oshkosh for AirVenture about a week later.  This should maximize the exposure of the sale, allow folks time to get home
and on to their computers to bid on the aircraft.  Right now this is the dream scenario, and schedules might be adjusted depending on
magazine publication dates and a multitude of other factors.  As they say, timing is everything!
5.  Airpor t Development:  The Independence State Airport Support (ISAS) Group has solicited input on proposed development and input
into the long range planning documents for the City of Independence.  Mike Pongracz reported on feedback to his email to all members
and said that the consensus of the membership that the vision of an assisted living development on the west side of the airport was NOT
in the best interests of the airport, the existing airpark, or the EAA.  Furthermore, the protections of the exclusive farm use status (EFU)
of land to the west should be encouraged and strengthened whenever possible and potential assaults on these protections should be
vigorously resisted.  The 41 acre development proposed in the long range plan by the Department of Aviation is complimentary and should
be encouraged, but anything beyond that would be creating a competing interest group among the users of the airport and should NOT
be encouraged.

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary

The Independence Flyer Project



Some members have expressed consternation over flying a French airplane
in light of recent happenings at the United Nations.  The French Army Knife
that recently appeared on the Nieuport Builder’s List is but one example of
the humor that surrounds these events.  Hey, you’ve got to smile at this one!

Photo by John Ousterhout

Jerry and John’s #11 gets final r igging the weekend before Memor ial Day

This is the kind of announcement we need to keep seeing if Sport Pilot and
Light Sport Aircraft is going to succeed:

Welcome to the neighborhood, Bill!

The Noon Patrol Update
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And what kind of dreams will these four kids have tonight?
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Our story board keeps gett ing better each year , thanks to the excellent work
of John Ousterhout
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Soon we can concentrate on the impor tant stuff–li ke refining nose ar t.
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We had appreciative crowds all day.
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At 1 pm when we took this picture, half the crew was in the hamburger line,
but Al Cleveland, Bill McKinley, Mike Pongracz, Ron Carr oll , Jack Hinkle,
Ron Gilbertson, Dave Smith (on the back row), two Explorer Post members,
Chantelle Colazo and Adam Fr iedr ichsen, John Ousterhout, and Paul Sieber
(center row), and Jerry Medlock, Frank Koch, Louis Smith, Bill McMichael,

and Clay Kesterson  
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A photographer from Channel 2 News was there and if Paul’s happy face
can’t warm up a story I don’t know what would work!





CLASSIFIED ADS
LYCOMING ENGINES & PARTS: Harry Malette (800) 831-6513

FLYING K SKYRAIDER: 22 hours airframe and engine. Options include:
Bungee gear, quick-built wings, balloon tires and laced ribs.  Complete
Poly-fiber system used. $13,500.  Bob Esch (541)926-5872, (Albany)
Eschbob@AOL.com

1999 ZENAIR 601 HDS: kit buil t, 150 hrs total A/E time, ROTAX 912
with vacuum pump and all flight instruments, King VHF and Transponder
w/ Mode C. $26,500. Jim Ashford, 724 Cessna St, (503) 838-6307.

1987 AVID FLYER B  N#3PN: Recently updated 2-Place, 850# gross.
Newer Rotax 582 with oil injection and electric starter. All the usual
instruments plus Val-Com radio and Garmin Pilot 111 GPS.  Grove
aluminum  landing gear with hydraulic. brakes. 340 hours on airframe and
approx. 140 on engine. Always hangared. Something around 15K buys it.
Contact Mike Tracy, Eugene (541) 461-6346 or homegrwn1@hotmail.com

WANTED: STEWART HEADWIND plans and/or airframe without
engine.   1-503-363-5032 or E-mail---georgegenevro@cs.com

ROTAX 447 FREE AIR: 410 hours TT.   Complete w/ 2.58:1 ‘B’ box and
new exhaust.  Lots of good hours left! $700.  Call Mike Pongracz at (503)
606-9767 or (503) 510-5163

PROGRAM NOTES:

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING AT 

THE CHAPTER HANGAR

JUNE 10TH, 7 P.M.

“ FLYING ON THE CHEAP”

Experimental Aircraft Association
Will amette Valley Chapter 292
4803 Airport Road
Independence, OR 97351


