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The President’s Corner  
As the summer days get shorter and the mornings get cooler, it‟s time to reflect on what we‟ve done recently as a chapter in 

2007, and to think about those things we will achieve in the future.  In August, Chapter 292 hosted the Van‟s Aircraft Homecoming 
event. By all accounts, this was a successful event…certainly the first of its kind in this area. From the early arrivals (from Louisiana) 
on Thursday to the Amanda Richards Band playing at the Friday night barbecue to the Saturday night banquet at the Independence 
Elks Club, this was a memorable weekend.   

Keith Hamilton deserves special mention for the work he put in as this year‟s event coordinator. Chapter volunteers did an 
excellent job at every turn. There were volunteers that spent hours walking the airpark and plotting every possible parking spot for 
aircraft, including time spent talking with property owners to arrange parking on lots and aprons. Volunteers spent hours in the sun 
organizing the arrival and movement of aircraft. Volunteers organized housing for upward of 70 people within the airpark. Volunteers 
moved kitchen equipment and put on a pancake breakfast that fed a huge crowd.   

I could go on, but my point is that many chapter volunteers did the right thing by being involved in an effort to make this a 
worthy and memorable event. We have received dozens of thank you letters from attendees. People flew to this event from 
Connecticut, Louisiana, Florida, Texas, the Midwest, and throughout the western U.S. and Canada. Our goal at the conception of this 
fly-in was to put on an event where people met people in the unique setting that is Independence Airpark. I think that simple goal was 
achieved in a big way. To those volunteers, I am humbled by your dedication and impressed with the results you achieved.  Thanks to 
every one who helped put on this event. I have a feeling next year‟s event will be even better.  I‟m interested in hearing your 
suggestions. 

There have been other things going on in the chapter besides the RV Fly-In. We now have a new EAA292 windsock up at the 
southeast corner of the field.  The old windsock had a hole in it about the size of the windscreen on my airplane, so it would only stand 
up in a light 35mph breeze. The new one looks mighty spiffy, and Zell Giles is to be thanked for changing the bearings and repainting 
the frame.   

The OPA Pancake Breakfast will once again be held at the chapter hangar. Please let all your acquaintances know that there 
will be breakfast served on Saturday and Sunday, the 29

th
 and 30

th
 of September. We have benefited from our long association with 

OPA and wish them well in this endeavor. 
The nominating committee met in August and elected Henry Bartle as chairman. This committee (Dave Smith, Bill Wallace, 

Kathy Cheval, Henry Bartle, Wayne Wineland, Ernie Moreno and Jim Hubele) will talk with the membership to find people willing to 
serve for positions on the Board of Directors for 2008. The slate of candidates is to be finalized at the October meeting, where 
nominations from the floor will also be incorporated.  An election will be held at the November meeting. I encourage you to become 
involved in your chapter. We are a better organization when your voice is heard and you are a contributing member. 

There will not be a general meeting this month because on September 15, Chapter 292 will hold a Young Eagles day. This 
provides each of us a chance to positively impact a young person‟s life by sharing our knowledge and passion for aviation. We need 



volunteers to fly, to organize, to take pictures, make coffee and help with the myriad of needs that always seem to pop up at this event.  
Bob Schwarzler is the Young Eagles coordinator and would really appreciate hearing from you right away if you can find the time to 
help.   

Lastly, I regret to inform you that Mike Pongracz has resigned his position as secretary/treasurer of Chapter 292. Mike has 
spent untold hours on behalf of the chapter over the past several years, serving for the past 10 years in the capacity of 
secretary/treasurer. He was instrumental in the chapter attaining status as a tax-exempt organization and has been involved in every 
facet of the chapter‟s success over the past many years. In addition to his duties as secretary/treasurer, Mike has spent countless hours 
on the Kubota mower for the chapter, keeping Independence State Airport in top form. Mike‟s wisdom and experience on the board 
will be missed, but he will remain an involved chapter member and someone to keep your eye on. I hear  talk of an electric conversion 
for an ultralight going on in the neighborhood.  

 In keeping with chapter bylaws, a special meeting of the board of directors was called to fill the positions of secretary and 
treasurer for the remainder of 2007. The Board elected Henry Bartle as treasurer and Tom Turnbull as secretary. Both of these 
gentlemen bring years of business experience to the board. Henry and Tom are also aircraft builders with a passion for anything that 
flies. Please extend your thanks to them for getting involved. 

It is time to once again write your congressional representatives to let them know how you feel about user fees. Congress is 
back in session and will decide the fate of this issue in the next several months.  Please look on the EAA website (www.eaa.org) to see 
what steps you can take to impact the direction this issue goes. 

EAA Chapter 292‟s next general membership meeting will be held on October 13.  Put that on your schedules now. I hope to 
meet you there.   

Enjoy flight! 
--Bob Brown 

  
_______________________________________________ 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 SUNDAYS   THE INDEPENDENCE FLYER BUILDERS GROUP  CHAPTER HANGAR, AROUND NOON-ISH 
 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING   CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 PM 
 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 YOUNG EAGLES DAY    CHAPTER HANGER, 8:30 AM 
   

 

EAA Chapter 292 Purposes --Policies--Meetings--Dues 
THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) CHAPTER 292: To promote and encourage the sport and hobby of 
recreational aviation.  To cooperate with and assist governmental agencies in the development of programs relating to aviation activities.  To promote and encourage 
aviation safety in the design, construction, and operation of all types of aircraft.  To encourage and engage in research for the improvement and better understanding of 
aviation and the science of aeronautics.  To foster, promote, and engage in aviation education.  To foster closer fellowship among its members through the exchange of 
ideas of mutual interest.  Chapter 292 is a private, non-profit organization, and recognized as a 501 (c) (3) institution by the IRS.  Contributions to the organization are 
fully tax-deductible as authorized by law. 
CHAPTER 292 AND EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: EAA National Membership is required for all Chapter 292 members (call 1-800-JOIN EAA).  
Chapter 292 dues are $36/year for 2007 for those who receive an e-mail version of this publication and are prorated on a $3/month basis for those who join mid-year; 
and dues are $48/year for 2007 for those who receive a snail mail version of this publication and are prorated on a $4/month basis for those who join mid-year.  A 
Lifetime Membership in EAA Chapter 292 is $500 (national membership must be maintained as well).  For more information both on National and Chapter 292 
memberships, please call the Chapter Secretary. 
MEETINGS: The general membership meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month at 10 A.M. at the Chapter Hangar, 4803 Airport Road, at Independence 
State Airport.  Oftentimes special events will supersede the normal schedule. Please call the Chapter Secretary to confirm a date if in doubt.   
BOARD OF DIRECTORS &OFFICERS: The executive board meets at the Chapter Hangar on the second Friday of each month at 7 P.M.  Board meetings are open 
and anyone may attend.   
NEWSLETTER: The Taledragger is published and mailed one week prior to the general membership meeting.  Feature articles, stories relating to flying, technical 
reports, or classified listings should be made to the newsletter editor one week prior to publication.  This is most easily accomplished by e-mail to the editor at 
windwing1@juno.com.  EAA Chapter 292 is not responsible for any modification or maintenance items that appear in the newsletter or in any other correspondence.  It 
is the responsibility of the reader to discuss and get approval for all such items from an appropriate A&P, the FAA or other government official. 

 

2007 Chapter Officers & Technical Staff 
PRESIDENT:        Bob Brown bkbrown @ minetfiber.com   (503) 838-4146 
VICE-PRESIDENT:     Jerry Pryce sierrab24r @ yahoo.com  (503) 606-9189 
SECRETARY:     Tom Turnbull rv7tt @ hotmail.com    (503)-838-1260 
TREASURER:     Henry Bartle bartle4 @ msn.com    (503)-838-4009 
MOWING COORDINATOR:    Bob Schwarzler schwarzler @ msn.com   (503) 838-1395 
WEBMASTER:      Karen Brown eaawillamette @ minetfiber.com  (503) 838-4146 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:    Dave Martin  windwing1 @ juno.com   (503) 838-2131 
HANGAR MANAGER:    Dave Smith smithad59 @ msn.com   (503) 831-1257 

TECHNICAL COUNSELOR & FLIGHT ADVISOR:  Ernie Moreno  ewmoreno @ minetfiber.com  (503) 838-6878 

TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (RV SPECIALIST):  Bill Wallace sgwjw @ minetfiber.com   (503) 838-4945 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (FIBERGLASS & PAINTING):  Henry Bartle bartle4 @ msn.com    (503) 838-4009 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (ENGINES & AIRFRAMES): Bob Ross  barnstormers2 @ msn.com   (503) 838-9967 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (SHEETMETAL):  Al Cleveland amcleveland @ minetfiber.com  (503) 910-7786  
YOUNG EAGLES COORDINATOR:   Bob Schwarzler schwarzler @ msn.com   (503) 838-1395 
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Board of Directors Meeting 
EAA Chapter 292:  August 10, 2007 

 
1. Attendance:  (14) Browns, Pryce, Schwarzler, Giles, Cleveland, Medlock, Wildman, Turnbull, Hubele, Schulte, Wilson. 

Hamilton and Pongracz. 
2. Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the June meeting were approved as published in The Taledragger. 
3. Treasurer’s Report:  The general fund currently stands at $7,279.68 and all bills are current.  A bill for $4,650 was 

submitted to ODA for mowing of 7S5 for 2007 on 8/8/07 and will most likely be paid within the month.  The sale of the 
Hornet was completed, but the check has not yet been deposited--this will be resolved next week.  Two CDs will mature on 
8/12/07.   

4. Proposed Amendment to the By-Laws:  The board decided to proceed with a “policy statement” rather than an amendment 
to the by-laws that will govern the future aircraft building projects.  The notion of protecting or sequestering these funds for 
aircraft building only was rejected. 

5. RV Fly-in Report:  All is in order for August 17, 18, and 19.  The board approved spending up to $500 in support of this 
effort. 

6. Nominating Committee:  This committee has not yet met, but is expected to report on a slate of officers by the October 
meeting.   

7. Annual Banquet:  This subject will be discussed at the general meeting tomorrow, and the membership will be polled to 
determine how they would like to proceed this year.  Mention was made of a catered affair at the Elk‟s Club or Roth‟s in 
West Salem.     

8. Young Eagles:  A date was set for our effort this fall:  September 15.  The purchase of two photo printers was authorized to 
support this effort.  It was suggested that we model our program after the folks in Albany and Chapter 902 who insist that all 
Young Eagles first attend a class on aerodynamics and the principles of flight and so on.  This idea was enthusiastically 
received by the board. 

9. Next Board Meeting:  Since September 15
th

 is the third Saturday, we decided to move the board meeting to the Friday 
before as well.  This avoids a conflict with a North Annex neighborhood meeting on the second Saturday and allowed for 
greater participation. 

10. Web Hosting:  Karen Brown submitted a bill for $216.48 for the next three years of web hosting at eaa292.org.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary 
 

 

General Meeting  
EAA Chapter 292: August 11, 2007 
Attendance: 37 Present 
John Ousterhout, and wife Stella returned from exile in Iowa, Mike McCusker from Philadelphia, looking for tech counselor 
 
1. Board meeting last night 

a. treasury: aircraft fund ~$31000, general ~$7200, (Treasurer Mike Pongracz is not present.) 
b. authorized up to $500 expenditures for fly-in, although none expected.  Van‟s plans to pick up things like potties and 

dumpster. 
c. Formalized a four-person committee to form a policy manual for the chapter guidelines: Al Cleveland, Bob Schwarzler, Jerry 

Medlock, Dave Smith.  Include several descriptions of positions, such as hangar manager, tool meister, mowing coordinator. 
d. Nomination committee needs to elect chairperson, bring slate of officers for members to choose for coming year. 
e. Young Eagles: photo printers authorized to support the effort.   

i. Date 15 September in lieu of regular meeting, one week later than usual 
ii. Jerry Medlock suggests pilots getting fuel credit.  Many pilots donate it back to the chapter.  Bob B requests Bob S 

to determine the best way to reward pilots. 
iii. Bob B discusses other chapter policy of „groundschool‟ for the kids so it‟s not just a thrill ride 

f. Board meeting set for 14 Sept,  Bob Brown will not be here. 
2. OPA State Convention: Dave Martin: consider going to the OPA convention: free for members, but $40 for banquet, August 25, 

all day at Albany.  Register oregonpilot.org, send $ or use paypal.  Non members get 1
st
 year dues and banquet for $60…$5 

discount.  On west side of airport, in conjunction  
3. B-17: Dick Wildman chairman, generated ~$1100 for chapter, pretty good for minimal advertising and on weekdays after 

Memorial Day weekend.  Lauren Paine wrote it up for magazine.  Jerry recognized several that were overlooked 
4. Tech counselor reports 

a. Bill Wallace inspecting some aircraft on field for builders who are not members 
b. Ernie says the Indy Flyer has engine running, control surfaces rigged, very near first flight.  Will register it as an ELSA.  Bob 

B states that there is a deadline to start process.  Ernie sates that the process should take about 45 days to complete.  Dave 
Martin mentions that a legal ultralight cannot be registered as ELSA…have to make it experimental somehow.  And FAA 
suggests that the process be started as soon as possible, even though timeline 

c. Hornet is sold 



5. Tools for Chapter: Greg Guy suggests that chapter has some money be spent on some chapter tools.  Need to have input of the 
members.  Greg suggests hangar manager do some shopping.  Zell wants a shadow board to post tools so it can be easily 
discerned what is missing, and found in short order. 

6. Grass Airstrips: Paul Seiber suggests we encourage Oregon Department of Aviation to support grass strips 
7. RV fly in update 

a. T-shirts available for the RV fly-in.  Contact Karen Brown 
b. Housing committee: 59 overnight guests including motel and B&B.  Continuing to receive additional reservations, so if you 

have not been contacted about lodging you may be yet. 
c. Keith Hamilton reports there is now database for housing offers and off-state-property aircraft parking; EAA has bound 

insurance; ODA has approved the fly-in 
i. Parking for aircraft on ramp and in airpark, expect most to arrive on Saturday,  

ii. Medallion Cabinet has agreed to allow auto parking in their lot.  Marquis Spa is also virtually empty on weekends. 
d. Pancake breakfast will be hosted by EAA 292, $5 pancakes, sausage and eggs, all-you-can-eat.  Additional volunteers are 

welcome.  7 to 11 AM. 
e. Restaurant will have BBQ starting at 4:30, please RSVP to Kathy Hubele before Monday morning. 
f. Banquet sign-up deadline is Monday.  Go to Van‟s website to purchase tickets. 
g. Fly-outs to McMinnville, Van‟s, coast.  McMinnville has reserved parking for RVs.   
h. Gary McCormick will have a message center on corkboard and whiteboard.  List of local restaurants. 
i. Arrivals: Kelly Wilson will have standard arrival information—no overhead entries, no straight-ins, no crosswind entries, and 

direct landing aircraft to parking coordinator. 
8. Aircraft Tug Wanted: Jerry Pryce has the contact info regarding someone who wants to buy a tug for a Cessna 210 
 
Submitted by Karen Brown, webmaster. 

 

Special Board of Directors Meeting  
EAA 292 25 August 2007    

Roll Call 

number Position Person Status Count 

1 President Bob Brown present 1 

2 Vice President Jerry Pryce absent  

 Secretary vacant   

 Treasurer vacant   

3 Past President 1 Al Cleveland present 2 

4 Past President 2 Jerry Medlock present 3 

5 Newsletter Editor Dave Martin absent  

6 Web Master Karen Brown present 4 

7 Young Eagles Coordinator Bob Schwarzler present 5 

 Mowing Coordinator Bob Schwarzler    “  

8 Hangar Manager Dave Smith present 6 

9 Member At Large 1 Zell Giles present 7 

10 Member At Large 2 Ernie Moreno absent  

  7 members present=quorum 
Called to order 9 AM 
Agenda Item 1: Appointment of individuals to fill secretary and treasurer 

 Bob Brown offers Tom Turnbull, Henry Bartle, and Al Cleveland as individuals willing to serve in either or both positions, 
as requested by the board of directors. 

 Bob Schwarzler mentions that past holders of secretary and treasurer have felt the coordination of the positions is more 
efficient to be held by a single individual. 

 Bob Brown says several members have queried him as to why one person holds both positions, and he feels the load should 
be spread to two individuals, noting that there are over 100 members, enough that individuals could be found to hold separate 
officer positions. 

 Jerry Medlock mentions that historically the two positions have been held by a single individual who was willing to carry 
tasks of both offices, and that the duties are easily coordinated by one person. 

 Bob Brown says the nominating committee is canvassing for individuals to fill the slate of candidates for end-of-year 
elections, and he will accept committee recommendation regarding one or two individuals. 

 Al Cleveland moves that the board appoint separate individuals to each position: seconded, motion passed. 

 Karen Brown moves that Tom Turnbull be appointed secretary for the remainder of the term: seconded, motion passed. 

 Karen Brown moves that Henry Bartle be appointed treasurer for the remainder of the term: seconded, motion passed. 

 Karen Brown mentions that there will need to be official communication from the chapter to the bank regarding these 
changes.  Bob Brown volunteers to find the exact nature of the type of communication needed. 

 Next meeting set for 14 September, 2007 at 7 PM: regular board of directors meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:25 AM 



 
 

Member Profile-- 

Al Cleveland 
Building, flying, and an aviation community philosophy.
 

 
Al Cleveland‟s first involvement with EAA was in 

the late `80s when Chapter 292 was meeting in Salem at the 
Parks Department, and he was helping Doyle Lewis with an 
Avid Flyer project. The chapter then was mostly an RV group. 
About this time Al bought his Avid, and he and Doyle joined 
to get help with his FAA paperwork and inspection. This 
chapter had a small leased hangar on the airport. Programs 
were by experts in various fields, not usually including 
homebuilding, Al remembers.  
 The chapter evolved as members with an interest in 
light, slow aircraft became active. One result was the Gypsy 
chapter building project. Al‟s primary involvement was first 
flights of the Gypsy. About that time, he says, members 
started talk about building a chapter hangar—a major 
commitment. Oregon Aeronautics (now ODA) was supportive 
and leased the chapter this ideal location on the airport. Al‟s 
active involvement was limited because he was living in 
Aumsville.  

Al is a station manager for the Department of 
Environmental Quality. He has a staff of 12 inspectors who 
help people get their vehicles through the emission tests.  He‟s 
been the hangar manager, vice president and Chapter 292 
president. What has he learned from his EAA chapter 
experience? “I learned how to be a member of a team without 
giving up my identity,” he says, and the lesson carries into his 
job with the state. Maybe what is most appealing to Al in this 
EAA and airpark community is that “whatever you need—a 
tool, technical or other advice and counsel, there‟s a resource 
here.”   
 Al‟s advice to chapter members: “Never say no when 
asked to volunteer. Say „I‟ll think about it.‟ Or find a job 
you‟d like to do and volunteer for it before somebody else 
does.” 
 “The more I helped, the more I got out of it,” Al says.  
 After first flights of the Gypsy, chapter members 
including Al began the Noon Patrol Nieuport 11 adventure. 
“That project pretty much took nearly 4 years of my time,” he 
recalls. Al was the pilot of the second Nieuport to fly.  
Because of an engine-out landing accident of the first Nieuport 
to fly, Al was a bit nervous before his first flight in his own. 
His flight was successful. “The Nieuport wanted to fly. It also 
wanted to come out of the sky when it didn‟t have power.” But 
it‟s incorrect to think that the airplane lacks rudder to counter 
adverse yaw, Al says. “It had plenty of rudder. That‟s a full-
size rudder in a 7/9

th
-scale aircraft. You can over-control with 

the rudder,” he said. Some did, resulting in “swimming down 
the runway left and right. You‟re on soft, spongy landing gear, 
and the aircraft starts to do this drifting, torsional thing.” The 
solution, he said, is to freeze your feet, it comes right out of it.  
 Like many of us, Al‟s interest in aviation is life-long, 
and he started with model airplanes. “As a kid, I didn‟t have 
trucks or cars; I had airplanes.” Al thought he would learn to 
fly courtesy of the military, but a history of childhood asthma 
scotched that ideal. He joined the Air Force and was aboard 
for nine years, but not as a pilot. Later he realized that he met 
civilian pilot medical standards. Before pursuing general 
aviation training, he flew a Weedhopper ultralight with its 
single-cylinder Chotia two-stroke engine from a 700-foot 
airstrip on a farm outside Shaw. “I flew every chance I got,” 

Al says. The Weedhopper experience included an engine-out 
landing at a model airplane field near Albany. (A weld on the 
muffler system failed, and without the backpressure, the 
engine would not produce power.) After a year of flying with  
the Chotia, he put a Rotax 277 aboard, and the Chotia engine 
eventually went on the chapter Gypsy. 
 Al‟s next flying machine was an Avid Flyer he 
bought and rebuilt. By this time, Al had earned his private  
license in a C-150 with the help of his oldest brother, who is a 
CFI. “There was sometimes a little sibling rivalry in the 
Cessna cockpit, but it was a good family-related experience,” 
he remembers. Lou Bratton has the Avid in the south hangar. 
Al flew it for nearly nine years. Five years ago Al bought a C-
170, which he‟s flown to Canada and Mexico.  
 What‟s in the future? Al talks about building an RV-
10, but notes it‟s a big commitment.  
 And how about the most fun you‟ve had in an 
airplane? Al hesitated. The answer: “Mild aerobatics in a 
Quicksilver MX two-seat ultralight.” He had overhauled a 
Rotax 503 engine and put it in Bob Mason‟s ultralight trainer. 
“We flew wingovers to keep the engine loaded and then 
unloaded.”  Soon the ultralight club members were making 
figure-8 attacks on air-filled balloons that they carried aloft.  
No high-G flying was needed.  
 Al‟s wife, Margaret, is the family navigator. She 
planned their flight to Oshkosh and knew where they were on 
the map every moment. 
 Any exciting moments? Yes, Al admits. “I got my 
Weedhopper upside down once. Accidentally.” Wingribs were 
curved aluminum tubes that were inserted into pockets in the 
fabric wing and held with Velcro at the trailing edge. One of 
them started to slip out of its pocket, deforming the left 
inboard leading edge. “Instead of just landing and putting it 
back, I reached back and unconsciously pushed right rudder. 
It‟s rudder control for roll, and in an instant I was on my 
back.” He was upside down losing altitude, and the 
Weedhopper would not roll to upright. So Al reduced power 
and pulled through, completing a split S to level flights.  
 Another Weedhopper provided a lesson on density 
altitude. “The Weedhopper was appropriately named,” he 
says. –Dave Martin 



 

 
 
RV Fly-In Snapshots 
 
 
.                    

 
 
Starduster restauranteur David Baker (left) talks 
about the Friday night barbecue with event  
coordinator Keith Hamilton. 

 
 

Friday night’s food event was a big success. 

The VansGrunsven brothers (Dick, left, and Jerry, center) 
with Chapter President Bob Brown. 

Helen and David Patchett fromVale, Oregon, were among 
the RVers  who were guests of airpark residents. 
 



The Pryce List… on the RV Fly-In 
 

The chapter‟s first organized fly-in for quite a while was, in my estimation, an unqualified success. Despite some 
iffy weather, RV aircraft from points as distant as Louisiana and the Northeast descended on 7S5 starting on Thursday, 
August 16, for the start of our chapter-sponsored RV fly-in, which was combined with the annual Van‟s Homecoming.  
The event officially kicked off Friday, August 17, with arrivals and a dinner BBQ at the Starduster Café. The Powers 
allowed us the use of their hangar adjacent to the Starduster for setting up the entertainment.  On Saturday our chapter ran 
a pancake breakfast from 7:00am to 11:00am and served up a total of 165 breakfasts.   

The pancake breakfast would not have been possible absent the help of the following people. Tammy Pryce was 
our cashier while Dave Smith and Ian Pryce manned the egg grill. Dave Martin, Dave Ullman, Jason Pryce and Bob 
Brown made sure that everyone got their fill of pancakes. Harriet Savage dished out sausages while the background crew 
in the kitchen (Karen Brown, Bob Schwarzler and Barb Turnbull) kept the front line and cooking crew supplied with 
pancake mix, eggs, and heated sausage.   

Out in the eating area, Megan Pryce served the orange juice and coffee. Gary McCormick, assisted by LDS Elders 
Mataele and Hancock, kept the tables clean. Many others in our chapter and community helped make this event the 
success that it was. Thanks to all who participated; it was indeed a proud day for Chapter 292.   

Is anyone up for organizing a fly-in for Vari-ezes, Flutterbugs, rag & tube, classic homebuilt designs, ultralights, 
or any combination of the above? We have the facilities. All we need is the desire (and a few volunteers) and we could 
have a very full fly-in/fly-out season. What do you think? 

Jerry Pryce, vice president 
 

 

 
Photos: Paula Gallagher 

Experimental Aircraft!! 
EAA 292 Chapter Members get a unique opportunity to assist 
in engine work on Reno Air Race entrant Precious Metal. 
 
EAA 292 Chapter members Chris Schulte and Henry Bartle 
have been pit crew for  P-51 Precious Metal, owned and 
piloted by Ron Buccarelli, for a few recent Reno Air Race 
events.  Last month they were at Reno-Stead Airport to assist 
in the replacement of the supercharger, which munched a 
bearing last spring.  Bob and Karen Brown flew their RV7A 
down to Reno to drop in on some Nevada contacts, and 
arrived just as the crew was pulling the V-12 Griffon engine.  
They stuck around for several hours, working to remove the 
supercharger and its gearcase, and clean out any metal 
fragments of the shredded bearings that may have remained in 
the sump. 
 
Fitted with a Rolls-Royce Griffon engine and contra-rotating 
propellers, Precious Metal is a highly modified , clipped wing 
P-51D that has a turtledeck transition off the back of the 
canopy.  The pilot‟s seat was moved back substantially to 
make room for the much longer Griffon engine. 
 

 
Precious Metal at the 2002 Reno Air Races. Photo Credit: 
http://www.warbirdregistry.org/p51registry/p51-4473518.html 

 
LEFT: Bob Brown and Chris Schulte removing bolts, 
preparing to separate the supercharger from the aft end of the 
Rolls Royce Griffon engine.



CLASSIFIED ADS 
 
LYCOMING ENGINES & PARTS: Harry Malette (800) 831-6513 

 
RV-9A EMPENNAGE KIT, Dec. 1999 vintage (S/N 90026), pre-punched.  
HS spars & ribs fitted, skins & ribs dimpled, spar holes countersunk.  No 
riveting done. Asking $1000.00.  Call Kevin at (503) 364-3236. 
 
RV-6/6A EMPENNAGE KIT, Aug. 1995 vintage (S/N 24439), not pre-
punched.  HS Spars & ribs fitted, no holes in skins, no riveting done.  Need 
spare/repair parts?  Asking $600.00.  Call Kevin at (503) 364-3236. 
 
SUBARU ENGINE:  EA-81, $300 OBO.  Call Zell Giles at (503) 763-7120. 
 
A-65 CONTINENTAL rebuilt, 1/2 hour run time, runs great, 010 under 
crank, tapered shaft, new hub, has oil sump, carb, mags and has original-log   
 $5000 obo    Rick Tjulander   ( 503) 999-4922. 
 
RV 7-A GEAR LEG FAIRINGS: Upper and lower gear leg intersection 
fairings and upper nose wheel gear leg intersection fairing for RV-7A.  5 
pieces total.  These are new parts, never fitted.  Van‟s price is $35 ea.  I‟ll sell 
all 5 for $100.  Bob Brown  (503) 838-4146 
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PROGRAM NOTES 
SEPTEMBER 15, 9 AM 

YOUNG EAGLES DAY 


