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August 2003
The Monthly Newsdl etter of

Chapter 292 of the Experimental Aircraft Association
Serving the Willamette Valley at Independence State Airport, Oregon

Visit our website at http://www.eaa292.org It's updated regularly by our webmaster, John Ousterhout, and it’s your big chance to see all
the photos in thisissuein color!

The President’s Cor ner
Can we crow alittle? How about that spread in the latest Sport Aviation?!!!

The Y oung Eagles event for June was a success, last count | had was 42 kids flown. Because we were really expecting 70 kids, everybody
pitched in and worked very hard. We had 11 pilots/aircraft and about 15-ground crew. One of our Explorer Scouts directed traffic likeapro
and maneuvered every aircraft exactly where they should be. Thisisthe first time that the pilots complained that there weren’t enough kids.
That’ s right, the pilots actually got a break. Thank you, Car ole Gabel, for once again being the Y oung Eagles Coordinator and setting this
up. Our next Young Eagles Program will bethelast Saturday in September.

Congratulations to everyone in the chapter who contributed to another great Y oung Eagles Day! Especialy to the pilots who put the smiles
on 42 new faces: Harry Bladow (2), Richard Brown (2), Kevin Davidson (3), Dewey Erlwein (1), Rod Gabel (5), Ron Hanna(5), Ed Hannevig
(4), Jim Hubele (2), Lynn McDonald (4), MarciaNoell (2), Dick Paridee (7), Roger Vasend (4), and Pete Weber (1).

Wewould like to thank John Hsu and Erin Burns, Anni€' srestaurant owners, for their $50 donation to the Y oung Eagles fund for the help
that the Chapter gave to move chairs and tables for the Memorial Day barbecue. We would also like to thank Duane Thede Construction
for the $500 donation that we received for the Y oung Eagles Fund. This most generous donation has really helped to get somekidsin theair
for thefirst time. Thisisnot thefirst time Duane supported our Y oung Eagles Program. If you are going to build ahouse, talk to Duane. Also
wegratefully acknowledge John Hsu of HB Aviation and Air BP for supplying free 100 Low Lead to the pilotsthat flew the Y oung Eagles.
(Are we noticing a pattern here?)

(Continued on page 4)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SATURDAYS THE NOON PATROL BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, 9 AM. TO5P.M.
EVERY OTHER SUNDAY THE INDEPENDENCE FLY ER BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, AROUND NOON-ISH
JULY 29 TO AUGUST 4 2003 AIRVENTURE OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN
AUGUST 16 & 17 ANTIQUE & CLASSIC FLY-IN MCMINNVILLE, OREGON
AUGUST 14™ (2'° THURSDAY) GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
AUGUST 28™ (4™ THURSDAY) EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
SEPTEMBER 27, SATURDAY YOUNG EAGLES DAY CHAPTER HANGAR, 8:30 A.M.




EAA Chapter 292 Pur poses --Policies--M eetings--Dues

THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) CHAPTER 292: To promoteand encouragethesport and hobby of recreational
aviation. To cooperatewith and assist governmental agenciesin the development of programsrelating to aviation activities. To promote and encourage aviation safety
in thedesign, construction, and operation of al types of aircraft. To encourage and engage in research for the improvement and better understanding of aviation and
the science of aeronautics. To foster, promote, and engage in aviation education. To foster closer fellowship among its members through the exchange of ideas of
mutual interest. Chapter 292 is a private, non-profit organization, and recognized as a 501 (c)(3) institution by the IRS. Contributions to the organization are fully
tax-deductible as authorized by law.

CHAPTER 292 AND EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: EAA National Membership is required for all Chapter 292 members (call 1-800-JOIN EAA).
Chapter 292 dues are $48/year for 2003and are prorated on a $4/month basis for those who join mid-year. For more information both on National and Chapter 292
memberships, please call the Chapter Secretary, Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767.

MEETINGS: Thegeneral membership meetingsare held on the second Thursday of each month at 7 P.M. at the Chapter Hangar , 4803 Airport Road, at Independence
State Airport. Oftentimes special events will supersede the normal schedule, please call the Chapter Secretary to confirm adateif in doubt.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS: The executive board meets at the Chapter Hangar on the fourth Thursday of each month at 7 P.M. Board meetings are
open, and anyone may attend.

NEWSLETTER: The Taledragger is published and mailed one week prior to the general membership meeting. Feature articles, storiesrelating to flying, technical
reports, or classified listings should be made to the newsletter editor one week prior to publication. Thisis most easily accomplished by e-mail to the editor at
pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com. EAA Chapter 292 is not responsible for any modification or maintenance items that appear in the newsletter or in any other
correspondence. It isthe responsibility of the reader to discuss and get approval for all such items from an appropriate A& P, the FAA or other government official.

General Membership

EAA Chapter 292, June 12, 2003

1. Attendance: About 35 members and guests attended.

2. X-Prize Update: Mike Pongracz shared a 10-minute video he taped from The Discovery Science Channel (Channel 193 on the DISH
system) that chronicled Burt Rutan’ slatest burst of genius. Many of you read about thisin the*“Homebuiltsin Space” articlein the Juneissue
of Sport Aviation.

3. AffordableAircraft Program: A number of members shared their experienceswith incredible stories of projectsrescued fromtherafters
andfoundin estate sales“for asong.” Thebottomlinethoughisthat thereisno freelunch: either you trade sweat equity for capital and bring
aneglected aircraft up to snuff through your own labor or you shell out the bucksfor something in arespectable condition that is ready-to-fly.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary

2003 Chapter Officers
PRESIDENT: Jerry Medlock medlock @teleport.com (503) 838-2902
VICE-PRESIDENT: Al Cleveland amcleveland@msn.com (503) 838-9929
SECRETARY & NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mike Pongracz Pongracz@ashcreekwirel ess.com (503) 606-9767
WEBMASTER: John Qusterhout ousterj @comcast.net (503) 606-9325
TREASURER: Charles Kennedy cekennedy@proaxis.com (541) 752-8743
HANGAR MANAGER: Bill McMichael n116bm@yahoo.com (503) 364-8898
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR & FLIGHT ADVISOR: Ernie Moreno ewmoreno@worldnet.att.net (503) 838-6878
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (Metal): George Genevro georgegenevro@cs.com (503) 363-5032
YOUNG EAGLES COORDINATOR: Carole Gabel gabelair@qwest.net (503) 838-3844

Executive Committee Meeting
EAA Chapter 292, June 26, 2003

1. Attendance: (4) Medlock, Cleveland, Finberg, Davidson.

2. Polk County OPA Pancake Feed: Joan Thiessen requested that we allow the OPA to stage their July 4" Pancake Feed at the EAA hangar.
Their former venue was no longer available, and we agreed to let them use our facility for anominal fee. [It worked great tool!]

3. Inspection of Hornet Project: Al Cleveland led the group to Ray Costello’ s hangar to inspect the pending donation of the Hornet to the
chapter. This appears to be adoable project and Al is leading this project for the Explorer Post.

Respectfully submitted,
Al Cleveland, Vice-President and Temporary Secretary



How to Kill Yourself in a Homebuilt Airplane

This article appeared in the Falco Builders Letter, March 1992. It'sreprinted by permission of the author -- Mike

Whenever there®an accident in an airplane, there®anatural tendency in al of usto dismissthe mistakesthat others have made as something
we would never do. We sagely recount the unfortunate pilot®error--he ran out of gas... tried to take off with... tried to do aroll--all things
that somebody else did. And if it®in another type of airplane, then we sneer at that, too.

But there®a harsh reality we should all face up to, with so many high-performance homebuilts now flying, there®a pattern of accidentsthat®
undeniably there, and any designer, kit supplier or pilot who triesto paint this problem as a®@rand-X @roblem-you know, that other design-is
simply over-exercising his arrogance.

So let®take alook at the problem, see what lessons can be learned, and ask how all of us can make a difference.

In the case of the Falco, we®e had three fatal accidents out of the first thirty or so Sequoia Falcosto fly. In two of these, the pilot was on
literally his second flight in the plane. Onetook off with essentially no fuel in the tanks and then attempted to turn back to the field when the
engine stopped. The other appears to have attempted aerobatics. In the third accident, the pilot was on hisfirst instrument flight and ended
up low on fuel, shooting a back-course approach from the right seat, on a rainy night that was right down to the minimums. They were
obviously quite scared and ran out of fuel right over the field, tried a sharp turn to the runway, stalled and crashed.

The Smythe Sidewinder has lost more than 30% of its fleet to stall-spin accidents, yet the airplane has a perfectly normal configuration and
with no obviousflaws. But it wasthe Glassair |11 that finally got everyone®attention. With about 38 flying, during one six-month period six
airplanes were totaled. There®simply no way to ignore such things.

What got me started on thiswas a conversation with Dave Noland of The Aviation Consumer. Weweretalking about the accident rate among
high-performance kitplanes, and Dave mentioned the experience of the Grumman American Y ankee. Some years ago, he had done astory
on the plane, which had a terrible accident rate-the worst of any
production single by a country mile.

Andwhen they looked at the statistics, onething stood out: almost without
exception, the accidents were occurring to pilots who had very littletime
in the Yankee. Total timein all airplanes made very little difference.
It didn®make any differenceif you had 100 hours or 5,000 hoursin other
planes-what mattered waswhether you had only alittletimeinthe Y ankee.
. (By @ankee®| mean all of that family of airplanes, from the origina
stubby-winged Bede design to the LoPresti-cleaned-up 180-hp Tiger.)

The American Yankee Association did something about it, and the
resultsareastonishing. About three or four years ago, they started apilot
familiarization program. There are about 20 to 30 check pilots, who must
be CFls, scattered around the country who take a pilot through a
familiarization program. Thecurriculumisstandardized andfocusesonthe
peculiarities of the Y ankee-the castering nosewheel, the sensitivity in pitch and roll, the need to be ©n airspeed@n approach (particularly with
the early models), porpoising on landing, etc.-but thereis no required number of hoursfor the program. It is up to the check pilot to say when
the pilot is comfortable with the airplane.

Grumman American Yankee

Complete this familiarization program, and you will qualify for a 10% discount on your insurance. That®nice, but thereal payoff isin the
accident rate, which has gone to essentially nil since the program began.

Avemco®vice-president of underwriting, Jim Nelson, confirmed that thisis the same syndrome that they found with the Glassair 111. Many
of theairplaneswere professionally built and then test-flown by the owner who found himself at the stick of avery high performance aircraft.

TheGlassair |11 isavery-high-powered, high-wing-loading airplane. It was like jumping into a P-51 without proper training. Lose an engine,
and you come down at 2600 fpm.

And worse yet, in the opinion of many experts, there was a lot of bad advice floating around on how to fly the plane. Pilots were being told
to fly steep approaches which caused landing accidents. Y ou fly the plane like a turbine corporate twin, say the experts, with a normal
approach angle and carrying a bit of power right down to the pavement.

And the requirement for aformal training program will initially apply only to the Glassair 111, but owners of other high performance, high
powered airplanes-Lancair |V, Venture, SX-300, etc.-can count on it.



But just because an airplane like the Falco has a moderate wing loading and average approach speed is no reason to relax. The Y ankee was
considered @eal sporty@n its day, but the Falco has much lighter controls, a faster rate of roll and greater sensitivity in the controls, even
though it may be easier to land.

Avemcowould liketo seeatraining facility for every high performance air plane, and you really can®argue with the benefits of asuch
aprogram. Insurance-enforced training aready exists for anumber of complex twin-engine aircraft, and we®e going to see more of this sort
of thing with high-performance homebuilts.

| love the idea, myself. Insurance companies make decisions based on their experience in the field. Some years ago when | owned an old
Victorian apartment building, we found it was the insurance companies who really laid down the law with us on safety issues-not municipal
building inspectors with their building codes. Insurance companies were free to lay down anew list of requirements each year, they were
always tough on us, and | always found them to have good reasons. (In fact, | hold the opinion that if the FAA got completely out of the
certification business and Ieft it all to the insurance companies, we@ have safer airplanes.)

Alfred Scott
The President’ s Corner (continued)

We have three new sets of members as of this writing:

Daveand L oisMartin arebuilding ahouse at the Independence Airpark. Dave has completed two Lazair Ultralights, one SN5-8 Hiperlight,
worked on a PL-4aand an American Eaglet and oh yeah, heisretiring as editor of Kitplanes Magazine! Bob and Dorothy Gillett liveinthe
Airpark also, they have a 75% complete Pulsar. Robert isamusician and has directed orchestras. Dorothy and Bob helped out at the Y oung
Eagles Program and it will be a pleasure having themin our folds. Bert Copp also joined our Chapter this past month. Y ou know Bert; he
iskind of afixture around the airfield, and he finally decided to throw in with us. Welcome.

But we lost a member last month too. Chuck Herrin perished in a crash of his Hornet at McMinnville. Our condolences to Chuck’s wife,
Margaret, and to al hisfamily. Please, please, please, let’s do everything possible to be safe out there!

| understand that the Arlington, Washington fly-in was a great success. John Ouster hout and Mike Pongracz borrowed Dale Finberg's
trailer and transported Nieuport #14 to Arlington for oohing and aahing. Thank you all for going to the trouble to represent al of us. This
aircraft is going to Oshkosh in the end of July, so if you are going to AirVenture 2003, please offer to help with the assembly/disassembly
there, or maybe just to give these two a break.

Paul Sieber isnow amember of the "I have aflyable Nieuport 11 Club." Al Cleveland took Paul’ s homebuilt aircraft up for it’ s first test
flight on July 20™. Al says it still needs some "tweaking" but that it isa"flyer". Congratulations to Paul for all of the hard work he has put
inon hisairplane and all of the donated work he has put into #14.

Ed Rouleau, long time member, ex-treasurer, hangar door builder,

building constructor and good all around member is under the

-~ weather at thiswriting and may appreciate some cards and possibly

@ Visits. Call Marge ((503) 623-4024) first and check in. Ed has been

a"prime mover" in this organization for years. At every Chapter

'~ get-together, Marge is aways in the kitchen doing more than she
should.

a Okay everyone, on to AirVenture 2003 in Oshkosh! And if you're
B going, be sureto ask the Er nie M or eno entourage about the Sunset
= Supper Club. Been agood summer so far let’s be safe out there!

Jerry Medlock

Photo by John Ousterhout
Paul recently hosted the Model A club to visit his Nieuport Project. #9 first flew on
July 20, 2003! Congratulations, Paul!



Can You Help?

John Wilberding has asked us to put a call out for volunteers to help
with anumbers of functions at the Northwest Antique Airplane Fly-in
in McMinnville.  John can be reached at (503) 393-9611.

Hereisyet another opportunity!

For the Record

The year 2002 was a good one for safety. Every hour spent on an airliner was 20 times safer than every hour spent in a GA aircraft. Here
arethe official statistics for several types of aircraft operators:

US Scheduled airlines  0.34 accidents per 100,000 flight hours*
Non-scheduled Part 121  2.33 accidents per 100,000 flight hours

Scheduled Part 135 1.57 accidents per 100,000 flight hours
Air Taxis 1.90 accidents per 100,000 flight hours
General Aviation 6.56 accidents per 100,000 flight hours

*No fatalities in the air or on the ground in 2002

If you have an accident while flying an RV aircraft, you are more likely to be killed than if you were flying a different type of experimental
or if you were flying a factory built aircraft. According to accident statistics compiled by the NTSB, in 2002 there were 188 accidents
involving experimental airplanes. Of those, 21 involved RV@ Of the 21 RV accidents, seven (33%) were fatal. Of the 167 experimental
accidentsnot involving RV'’s, 48 (29%) werefatal. In the factory built category, therewere 1,510 accidents. Of those, 308 (20%) werefatal.

The most likely answer isthat RV’ sfly faster than most other aircraft and thus* hit” harder. If that’strue, then it would stand to reason that
other fast homebuilts ought to have ahigh ratio of fatal accidentstoo. That appearsto bethecase. In 2002, there were 15 accidentsinvolving
Glassair and Lancair airplanes. Of those, seven (47%) were fatal.

Thereis some good news. It appears that factory built airplanes appear to have a higher chance of having an accident than do experimental
airplanes. Of the 1,698 (1,510 + 188) airplane accidents, only 11% (188) involved experimental type aircraft . Thisis somewhat surprising
when you consider that experimental aircraft compose 15% of the GA fleet, they are probably flown more hours per year than factory airplanes
and they are built by amateurs.

Brian Moentenich, RV-6A, N38155



The Noon Patrol Update: ON NOSE ART AND OTHER ESOTERIC PHENOMENON:

Now that most of the construction of the fourteen Nieuport 11s is completed, many members of The Noon Patrol have turned their attention
to the truly important aspects of aviation, like nose art. Jerry Medlock has somewhat facetiously suggested that we may still have room on
the side of #14 for an “EAT AT JOE'S’ advertisement, and so perhaps some explanation isin order to better appreciate the symbolic intent

of what is going on there.

Photo by Mike Pongracz

Sioux Indian Chief on the L afayette Memorial in Paris

Photo by Mike Pongracz

The Lafayette Escadrille Pilot on the courtyard side of the memorial in Paris.

We have collectively tried to connect the present to the past and one
plane to another; at the same time many individuals have tried to
make his plane distinctly his, e.g. Al Cleveland’ s Snoopy on the Dog
House or Clay Kesterson's Pokey Huntress 1.

The Sioux Indian Chief who is on all of the aircraft was fashioned
after the one on the Savage Arms ammo boxes, but is “softened”
somewhat to, for instance, |essen the negative impact of the swastika
in the headband. Actualy, the carving on the Lafayette Escadrille
Memorial outside of Paris, France is amuch more pleasing likeness
and eliminates the swastika entirely.

The four-color version that was so beautifully executed by Dorothy
Robison for our group links al fourteen planes together as members
of the Independence Escadrille and The Noon Patrol and at the same
time harkens back to the original markings on The Lafayette
Escadrille. Hopefully, the brilliant colors make The Independence
Escadrille vibrant and alive and brings that tradition into the present

On my own plane (#12) and on the plane that is to be auctioned off
in August, I’ ve added theimage of the Lafayette Escadrille Pil ot that
is also carved on the memoria. Facing forward, it is something of
a shadow figure, and hopefully evokes the past and the memory of
the pilots we have tried to honor. Our Indian Head is placed after
thisfigure and looks to this shadow figure, once again trying to link
the present with the past. #12 is “In Memory of Kiffin Rockwell
1892-1916 " and #14 is“In Memory of Raoul Lufbery 1885-1918"
in arcs above and below the pilot.

The third marking that most of The Noon Patrol aircraft haveisthe
number of each respective planein the classic billiard ball color and
style. Once again, thisties al of The Noon Patrol together and is
evocative of acommon tradition.

The roundels that were so well executed by Doyle Lewis and al of
his helpers on the painting crew really help in adding to the replica
fighter flavor of the aircraft.

Perhaps the biggest hit and the most frequently asked question at the recent fly-in at Arlington was “What kind of wood is that?’ on the
cabanes, gear legsand V-struts. Our stock answer has become, “ Oh, that’' s Alcoawood!” |t may take asecond or two, but it invariably brings
asmileto the questioner’ sface. Doyl€' stechnique for wood-graining iswell described in the July 2003 issue of Sport Aviationin the article
on“EAA Chapter Nieuport Factory” and | can’t improve on that except to say what aflood of compliments hiswork received from his peers
at the airshow. Wewould have been proud to have had the aircraft judged up at Arlington, but one of the requirements was that the 40 hours

had to be flown off. Maybe next year.

Mike Pongracz



Photo by John Ousterhout Photo by John Ousterhout
Jerry Medlock (above), Al Cleveland, and Paul Sieber worked overtimeto Paul Sieber’sinduction system isa super-clean installation and has become
get #14 ready for Arlington. Thank you gentlemen! an instant hit with a number of the builders.

Photo by John Ousterhout
Here sanother view of Paul’sinduction system. Special thanksto Paul for
helping to load up #14 until nearly midnight before Arlington. His
NASCAR stylelifting bar camein handy for removing the wheelsto be
ableto get into thetrailer too—those pesky cabanesdidn’t want to fit into
the Wells Cargo trailer!

Photo by John Ousterhout
A Big Thank You to Zell Gilesand Dale Finberg for their help setting up
#14 for the show at Arlington! An extrathank you to Dale Finberg for
loaning us hisWells Cargo Trailer. What a dream to tow! It will get
another work out July 24 when John Ousterhout and Mike Pongracz leave

for Oshkosh!
Photo by John Ousterhout
_ o ) Photo by John Ousterhout Special thanks-once again—to Zell Gilesfor helping to disassemble the
Fighter Row only had only two very distinguished fighters—our Nieuport 11 plane Saturday evening. And thank you too Greg Guy! Thewind was

and a gorgeous Hawker Hurricane! Next year wefly 6 up? howling that night!



CLASSIFIED ADS

LYCOMING ENGINES & PARTS: Harry Malette (800) 831-6513

RV-6A: 1998. N-314EP. Slider, 236 hrs TTAF, 158 hrs SCMOH. Full gyro
panel, Garmin 250XL com/GPS. KT76A txp/encoder/intercom. Navaid a/p.
Engine PreHeat, Wolf remote ail filter, electric trim and flaps. Whitew/ 3 color
accent stripes. Orndorf upholstery. O-320 w/ 10:1 pistons. Sensenich metal
prop. Fast -6A! $64,000. Contact Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767 , (503)
510-5136 (cell) or pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com

1999 ZENAIR 601 HDS: kit built, 150 hrstotal A/E time, ROTAX 912 with
vacuum pump and all flight instruments, King VHF and Transponder w/ Mode
C. $26,500. Jim Ashford, 724 Cessna St, (503) 838-6307.

1987 AVID FLYER B N#3PN: Recently updated 2-Place, 850# gross. Newer
Rotax 582 with ail injection and electric starter. All the usua instruments plus
Va-Comradioand Garmin Pilot 111 GPS. Grove aluminum landing gear with
hydraulic. brakes. 340 hours on airframe and approx. 140 on engine. Always
hangared. Something around 15K buys it. Contact Mike Tracy, Eugene (541)
461-6346 or homegrwnl@hotmail.com

ROTAX 447 FREE AIR: 410 hours TT. Completew/ 2.58:1 ‘B’ box and new
exhaust. Lotsof good hoursleft! $700. Call Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767
or (503) 510-5163

QUICKSILVER MX 377 Rotax , good to excellent sails. It does not have
steerable nosewheel . Comes with acomplete extrarebuildable 377 Rotax. All
theoriginal paperwork, completeassembly & partsmanual and lots of new odds
and ends. | have no placeto storeit anymore and would liketo sell it for $2,650
David Harris (541) 688-6751 nailbangr7@aol.com

Experimental Aircraft Association
Willamette Valley Chapter 292
4803 Airport Road

Independence, OR 97351
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PROGRAM NOTES:

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
AT
THE CHAPTER HANGAR

AUGUST 14™ 7P.M.

FEATURED PROGRAM:
DON & LINDA WOODLEY’S SUBARU-
POWERED HOMEBUILT
HOVERCRAFT



