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For  a few br ief shining moments this defined beauty in my wor ld.

           The Taledragger

September 2003
The Monthly Newsletter of

Chapter 292 of the Experimental Aircraft Association
Serving the Willamette Valley at Independence State Airport, Oregon

The President’s Corner
A moment of silence, please.  I  invite each
of you to raise a glass, or  tip your  hat, or
bow your  head, and for  one moment
thank your  lucky stars that you were alive
to see the rebir th of the Hughes Racer
r ight here in the Willamette Valley.  

For  one moment rejoice in the fact that
people like Jim Wright dream of doing
incredibly beautiful things and then make
them happen.  

Now it is up to each of you to dream.

Now it is up to each of you to make things
happen.

(Continued on page 5)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 SATURDAYS THE NOON PATROL BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
 EVERY OTHER SUNDAY THE INDEPENDENCE FLYER BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, AROUND NOON-ISH
 SEPTEMBER 11TH  (2ND THURSDAY) GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.
 SEPTEMBER 20, 21 ROSE FESTIVAL AIR SHOW HILLSBORO, OREGON (SEE PAGE 3)
 SEPTEMBER 25H  (4TH THURSDAY) EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING CHAPTER HANGAR, 7 P.M.

 SEPTEMBER 27,  SATURDAY YOUNG EAGLES DAY CHAPTER HANGAR, 8:30 A.M.



EAA Chapter  292 Purposes --Policies--Meetings--Dues
THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) CHAPTER 292: To promote and encourage the sport and hobby of
recreational aviation.  To cooperate with and assist governmental agencies in the development of programs relating to aviation activities.  To promote and encourage
aviation safety in the design, construction, and operation of all types of aircraft.  To encourage and engage in research for the improvement and better understanding
of aviation and the science of aeronautics.  To foster, promote, and engage in aviation education.  To foster closer fellowship among its members through the
exchange of ideas of mutual interest.  Chapter 292 is a private, non-profit organization,  and recognized as a 501 (c)(3) institution by the IRS.  Contributions to
the organization are fully tax-deductible as authorized by law.
CHAPTER 292 AND EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: EAA National Membership is required for all Chapter 292 members (call 1-800-JOIN EAA).
Chapter 292 dues are $48/year for 2003and are prorated on a $4/month basis for those who join mid-year.  For more information both on National and Chapter
292 memberships, please call the Chapter Secretary, Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767.

MEETINGS: The general membership meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 7 P.M. at the Chapter Hangar , 4803 Airport Road, at
Independence State Airport.  Oftentimes special events will supersede the normal schedule, please call the Chapter Secretary to confirm a date if  in doubt.  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS &  OFFICERS: The executive board meets at the Chapter Hangar on the fourth Thursday of each month at 7 P.M.  Board meetings
are open, and anyone may attend.  

NEWSLETTER: The Taledragger  is published and mailed one week prior to the general membership meeting.  Feature articles, stories relating to flying, technical
reports, or classified listings should be made to the newsletter editor one week prior to publication.  This is most easily accomplished by e-mail to the editor at
pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com.  EAA Chapter 292 is not responsible for any modification or maintenance items that appear in the newsletter or in any other
correspondence.  It is the responsibility of the reader to discuss and get approval for all such items from an appropriate A&P, the FAA  or other government official.

Executive Committee Meeting
EAA Chapter 292, July 26, 2003

1.  Attendance: (5) Medlock, Cleveland, Davidson, Gwynn, Pongracz
2.  Finances: It was agreed to once again combine the offices of Secretary and Treasurer.  There is so much overlap here already, that
this transition will be seamless.
3.  The English Wheel: Dennis Gwynn requested that $100 be allocated from the Aircraft Building Fund to complete and mount the
English Wheel in the hangar.  Approved unanimously.
4.  Tool Storage: The experience of The Noon Patrol strongly suggests that members have the ability to securely store personal tools at
the hangar while working on projects.  With three groups soon occupying the main hangar–Independence Flyer, Luscombe, and
Hornet–such a remodel should be given top priority.  It was suggested that the under-counter area in the southeast corner be devoted to
this purpose.  Perhaps this could be another group project, with the likes of Schwarzler, Woodley, Finberg, Giles, and Esther to be
consulted on how to best set up our shop area so that it really works!  (Bill Esther especially should be consulted on the viability of the
current brake/sheer that appears to be all used up with the building fourteen Nieuport 11s.)
5.  Airpor t Mowing/Fueling: A shed for storing the mower under cover and fueling of said tractor may be needed if the mowing project
proceeds as expected with the State of Oregon. This was taken under advisement and will be driven by actual needs as they materialize.

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary

General Membership
EAA Chapter 292, August 14, 2003

1.  Attendance: About 35 members and guests attended.
2.  Treasurer ’s Repor t: Chuck Kennedy was pleased to report that
all bills were paid.  The outstanding balance on the mortgage on the
hangar currently stands at $25,932.  
3.  Featured Program: Don and L inda Woodley’s Hovercraft:
Don reported that they had just recently returned from the Northwest
Hover-in at Harrisburg on the Willamette River.  Twenty-five craft
participated, most of them designed by Barry Palmer of Monroe,
Washington.  Barry is an Aeronautical Engineer and avid ultralight
pilot.  His plans sell for $48 and include 9 pages of drawings.  All
structural panels are urethane foam, and most are ½" thick.  The floor
is 1".  It is necessary to install hard point mounts throughout the
panels.  This and the requirement to radius all corners are among the
most time-consuming tasks in the building process.  Don chose to use
the Subaru EA-82 motor, as these are readily available at wrecking
yards for about $150 and provide an excellent power to weight to
money ratio.  He replaced the electronic ignition and fuel injections
with more conventional systems that are less allergic to water.  60%
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Front Row Center  at Oshkosh!  (Dick Rutan’s Long EZ that he flew around the wor ld is in the background.)

of the power from this unit is converted into thrust and 40% is used
for lift.  The lift fans and bearings are from standard industrial
applications.  The skirts are constructed from 18 ounce vinyl coated
fabric similar to that used to construct Zodiacs.  Empty weight is 550
pounds with a useful load of 900 pounds.  Don gleefully reports that
the envelope on the c.g. is 30"!  Don estimates that he has invested
about $7,000 in the project.  Build time is about two and a half
months–but those are Don Woodley months.  (Most of us need to
convert our build time with a calculous that uses dog years and lunar
cycles for comparison.)  Great project, Don.  Thanks for sharing!
4.  Oshkosh Report: Quite a contingent from Chapter 292 attended
AirVenture this year.  Al Cleveland reported on flying back in his
Cessna 170 along with his wife, Margaret, and Roger Vasend and
Greg Guy in Roger’s Cessna 172, and Dick and Debbie Juve in their
Cessna 150.  All appreciated having a veteran like Greg Guy along to
show them the ropes and “ fly point”  as they say.  Negotiating the
thunderstorms was the most problematic bit naturally.  Mike Pongracz
spoke about taking the #14 Nieuport back to the big show.  “ It was a
shame that all the chapter members who have helped in the building of the hangar and the building of all the Nieuports couldn’ t have been
there in Wisconsin to soak up all the accolades and good wishes our chapter received during the week we were there.”   Mike told the story
about the chapter secretary from EAA Chapter 287 who brought him a special page from their newsletter. (This is printed on the following

page.)  Charley Haury said “You may not
have made the cover of Sport Aviation,
but you surely made the cover of our
newsletter!”   Life just doesn’ t get any
better than that.  Many chapter presidents
came up us to say thank you, saying that
they can point to us and say “ If those
guys can build fourteen airplanes, at least
we can try to build the one we’ve talked
about forever!”  Thanks again to John
Ousterhout for his generous donation of
his truck to tow the airplane 4,420 miles
there and back, and to Dale Finberg for
the generous loan of his Wells Cargo
trailer! #14 was treated like a baby by
this set-up and survived the experience
without a scratch!  The suggestion to
wrap the wings in three layers of Saran
Wrap where they contact the carpet
slings was a winner, as was the tip to
place a large block of foam under each
wheel to cushion the ride.  We made the
trip in 36 driving hours each way–two
and a half days--and traveling along I-90
and I-94 was relatively painless.
5.  Mowing: Dan Evey was very pleased
with the first effort of the chapter

mowing the grass at 7S5!  Great job Dave Smith, Bob Schwarzler, Al Cleveland, and Mike Pongracz!  They buzzed around the field in
two days with the State mower and their own riding mowers too. This contract is the equivalent of adding 55 members to the roster and
really helps us fund all the things we do.
6.  Luscombe Project Update: Bob has learned that the case is cracked!  We’ re in the process of investigating options on whether to
repair this case or find another A65-8A case.  If you have any good leads–especially if you have such a yellow-tagged case and could
donate it to the chapter--please contact Bob Schwarzler at (541) 487-7229.  All the cranks and gears are good though.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary
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Jer ry’s in love!
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With a bomber !

2003 Chapter Officers
PRESIDENT: Jerry Medlock medlock@teleport.com (503) 838-2902
VICE-PRESIDENT:    Al Cleveland amcleveland@msn.com (503) 838-9929
SECRETARY & NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mike Pongracz Pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com           (503) 606-9767
WEBMASTER: John Ousterhout ousterj@comcast.net  (503) 606-9325
TREASURER: Charles Kennedy cekennedy@proaxis.com (541) 752-8743
HANGAR MANAGER: Bill McMichael n116bm@yahoo.com (503) 364-8898
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR & FLIGHT ADVISOR: Ernie Moreno ewmoreno@worldnet.att.net (503) 838-6878
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (Metal): George Genevro georgegenevro@cs.com (503) 363-5032
YOUNG EAGLES COORDINATOR: Carole Gabel gabelair@qwest.net  (503) 838-3844

The President’s Corner  (continued)

What a summer we’ve already had, and it isn’ t over yet! Show of hands, how many of us made the pilgrimage to Oshkosh for Air Venture?
Okay, keep ‘em up. How many made the trek to Arlington for the NW EAA Fly-in? Okay. How many of us made it the McMinnville for
the Antique Fly-In? Man, everybody’s hand should be up by now. Okay, put ‘em down.

I wasn’ t able to make it to Arlington or Oshkosh, but even with a very
hurt knee I was NOT going to miss the Antique Fly-In at Mac. Great
collection of old flying machines that can only be topped by going to
an air museum. But all of these aircraft fly!  I think the highlight of the
Antique Fly-In was the WWI replica of a 1912 Voisin III. This was
a French Bomber that was supposedly the very first aircraft to down
an enemy aircraft during the Great War. This thing has a huge
wingspan and a landing gear that looks like a rolling scaffold. The

four bicycle wheels do not steer; steering is accomplished with the
rudder. The test pilot said that you could get 10 to 12 feet of lateral
movement on the runway in about 50-foot of travel. To make a 90-
degree turn, shut down the engine and have somebody lift the tail
to the new heading and then proceed to taxi. John Ousterhout got
a kind of commitment from the test pilot, Gerry Brown, who flies
for UPS, to bring the bomber here to Independence after the 40
hours is flown off the engine. Gerry would like to have pictures of
the French Voisin with a bunch of French Nieuports. We will see.

Don Woodley brought his hovercraft to the August meeting for "show-and-tell". As usual, Don took a two-year project and completed
it in less than 12 weeks. What a neat machine! We talked Don into cranking up the Subaru EA-82 up with the hovercraft tied down on
the trailer. The skirts filled with air and it was a beautiful thing to behold. Don showed us a sample of the lay-up of the construction
technique. Build kind of like a Rutan EZ aircraft but easier, after all it is only going to fly ¼" off the ground.

We have the contract to mow the airfield this year for the state. Bob Schwarzler gave us an update of the progress. He, Al Cleveland, Dave
Smith and Mike Pongracz have already accomplished the first mowing and the state is pleased. 

Bob also informed us that the crankcase on our Luscombe project is cracked and we need to either repair or replace it. Anybody out there
have a yellow-tagged Continental A-65-8A crankcase?

Our Thursday, September 11th general meeting will be the annual "Heart of the Valley Tour". The time is from about 6:00 P.M. until 7:30



P.M.  for the flight and then the meeting afterward. If you have a flying machine or can rent one, how about coming on out and bringing
a friend.  Those of us that do not have flyable aircraft, show up early in case there is an extra seat or two available. After the gaggle arrives
back to the field at about 7:30 P.M. we will have a hot dog barbeque with ice tea and lemonade and maybe a beer or two and do some
hangar flying.

And to the faithful, we have our last Young Eagle’s event for 2003 Saturday, September the 27th. Carole Gable will brief us, but we have
this down to a science by now.

Thank you to Andy Anderson for making saw horses for our 8-foot building tables. Andy is always doing something for somebody.

Speaking of really great guys (and gals), a big thank you to Bryce and Ruth Gordon for their special donation of $1,000 to enhance the
hangar.  The Executive Committee is reviewing the option of shelving the notion of adding on to the existing hangar for now. Let’s
concentrate on sprucing up what we’ve got already!   At the next meeting we’ ll discuss the idea of creating a mini-park between the north
and south hangar ramps.  Plant a couple of trees, make a couple of tables, maybe even have a barbecue area.  Grow some grass and enjoy
the beauty of a sunset from our own little piece of heaven on earth.  Don Woodley even has a couple of Empress Trees that we could plant
for some shade� and the price is right!  Come talk about it at the Executive Committee Meeting on August 28.  

September is going to be a good month also!  Come on down and get involved!
Jerry Medlock

Oregon International Airshow-Hillsboro 

As you may know, the old Rose Festival Airshow, traditionally held at the Hillsboro, Oregon Airport in June, is no longer affiliated with
the Portland Rose Festival. It is now known as the Oregon International Airshow-Hillsboro, and is relying on smaller community and
corporate sponsorship. Profits go to local charities and schools. It will be held this year on September 20 and 21, 2003 at Hillsboro Airport
(HIO). Many of those organizing the airshow have years of experience with the old Rose Festival Airshow, so there is institutional memory
and continuity on the organizing committee and with the volunteers to ensure success. 

Although there will be well recognized airshow performers, the airshow©s organizing committee is attempting to develop more of a "fly-in"
atmosphere, and is inviting experimental aircraft owners to fly in and show off their aircraft in static display. I have volunteered to assist
in this effort. 

The Port of Portland is allowing free camping on the field. Port-a-potties and water will be provided. Bumble bee tape also will be
provided and CAP cadets and other volunteers will be enforcing a no touch rule. Pilots will be encouraged but not required to be available
to answer questions about their aircraft. (Don©t forget your folding camp chairs.) All pilots and passengers who fly in in experimental
aircraft are given free admission to the airshow as well as the free camping privileges, and the first 20 experimental aircraft to fly in each
day (including Friday if you commit to park your aircraft in static display during the show on Saturday) will be given a set of
commemorative chocks and the best parking spaces in the experimental section of transient parking near the fueling mushroom. If you
want to camp by your aircraft, you may elect to park it further out on the grass if you wish. 

The airport will be closed from 4 pm to 10 pm on Saturday and from 11 am to 5 pm on Sunday for the show. You must arrive before the
field closes, and your AC can not leave until after it re-opens. Those of you who attend Arlington and Oshkosh know the drill. 

If you come on Saturday, you should be equipped for night flight or make arrangements to camp on the field or stay in one of the fine local
hotels Saturday night. There is a grocery store with Starbucks and a restaurant within walking distance, so camping will be fine, and you
may wish to fly in on Friday to get those chocks and a good camping spot. 

I hope you can make it. If you have any questions, contact me (rion@att.net) or Doug Hormann (Douglas.Hormann@tvfr.com).

 J. Rion Bourgeois, President, EAA Chapter  105
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When we ar r ived Monday morning we had help setting up r ight away!
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Our venue at Homebuilder ’s Haven couldn’ t have been better .
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The diehard builders who ar r ive ear ly flocked to us in droves instantly.
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Thunderstorms were challenging!  (One day we had 45 mph winds!)
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Other  Nieupor t builders wanted details!
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John had a great time!  “ You star t with a pile of tubing this big!”

The Noon Patrol Update: Oshkosh 2003



CLASSIFIED ADS
LYCOMING ENGINES &  PARTS: Harry Malette (800) 831-6513

RV-6A: 1998.  N-314EP. Slider, 236 hrs TTAF, 158 hrs SCMOH.  Full gyro panel,
Garmin 250XL com/GPS. KT76A txp/encoder/intercom.  Navaid a/p.  Engine
PreHeat, Wolf remote oil filter, electric trim and flaps.  White w/ 3 color accent
stripes.  Orndorf upholstery.  O-320 w/ 10:1 pistons.  Sensenich metal prop.  Fast -
6A! REDUCED TO $62,000.  Contact  Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767 , (503)
510-5163 (cell) or pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com 

1987 AVID FLYER B  N#3PN: Recently updated 2-Place, 850# gross.  Newer
Rotax 582 with oil injection and electric starter. All the usual instruments plus
Val-Com radio and Garmin Pilot 111 GPS.  Grove aluminum  landing gear with
hydraulic. brakes. 340 hours on airframe and approx. 140 on engine. Always
hangared. Something around 15K buys it. Contact Mike Tracy, Eugene (541)
461-6346 or homegrwn1@hotmail.com

ROTAX 447 FREE AIR: 410 hours TT.   Complete w/ 2.58:1 ‘B’  box.  Lots of
good hours left! $700.  Call Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767

PA-12 FIREWALL FORWARD: Engine is Lycoming O- 290-D, mount, exhaust
system, all accessories, oil cooler, all cowlings.  Contact Ron Purdum at (503) 694-
6299.  

QUICKSILVER MX  377 Rotax , good to excellent sails. It does not have steerable
nosewheel . Comes  with a complete extra rebuildable 377 Rotax. All the original
paperwork, complete assembly & parts manual and lots of new odds and ends. I have
no place to store it anymore and would like to sell it for $2,650 David Harris
(541) 688-6751 nailbangr7@aol.com

PROGRAM NOTES:

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

HEART OF THE VALLEY
AIR TOUR

AND WEENIE ROAST

STARTS AT 6 P.M.

(SEE PAGE 5)

Exper imental Aircraft Association
Willamette Valley Chapter  292
4803 Airpor t Road
Independence, OR 97351


