
The Taledragger 

 
November  2003 

The Monthly Newsletter  of 
Chapter  292 of the Exper imental Aircraft Association 

Serving the Willamette Valley at Independence State Airpor t, Oregon 
 
Visit our website at http://www.eaa292.org   It’s updated regularly by our webmaster, John Ousterhout, and it’s your big chance to see 
all the photos in this issue in color! 
 

The President’s Corner  
 
Congratulations to all of our new 2004 officers, they are: 
 
PRESIDENT – AL CLEVELAND 
VICE PRESDIENT – BILL MCMICHAEL 
SECRETARY/TREASURER – MIKE PONGRACZ 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR – MIKE PONGRACZ 
RESOURCE MANAGER – DENNIS GWYNN 
MEMBER AT LARGE – DALE FINBERG 
WEBMASTER – JOHN OUSTERHOUT 
HANGAR MANAGER – ROGER VASEND 
ASST. HANGAR MANAGER – JERRY MEDLOCK 
REPESENTATIVE TO THE STATE OSEAA – DAVE MARTIN 
 
If you notice that many of these names look familiar, they are! Thank you to this core of individuals who believe in this organization 
and are willing to take time out of their busy lives to assure that our chapter has direction. 
 

 (Continued on page 4) 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 EVERY OTHER SUNDAY   THE INDEPENDENCE FLYER BUILDERS GROUP CHAPTER HANGAR, AROUND NOON-ISH 
 NOVEMBER 13TH (2ND THURSDAY)  GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING   PROCTOR SCALE MODELS, AURORA, 7 P.M. 
 DECEMBER 6TH (SATURDAY)  ANNUAL BANQUET    CHAPTER HANGAR, 11 A.M. 



EAA Chapter  292 Purposes --Policies--Meetings--Dues 
THE PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (EAA) CHAPTER 292: To promote and encourage the sport and hobby of 
recreational aviation.  To cooperate with and assist governmental agencies in the development of programs relating to aviation activities.  To promote and encourage 
aviation safety in the design, construction, and operation of all types of aircraft.  To encourage and engage in research for the improvement and better understanding of 
aviation and the science of aeronautics.  To foster, promote, and engage in aviation education.  To foster closer fellowship among its members through the exchange of 
ideas of mutual interest.  Chapter 292 is a private, non-profit organization,  and recognized as a 501 (c)(3) institution by the IRS.  Contributions to the organization are 
fully tax-deductible as authorized by law. 
CHAPTER 292 AND EAA NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES: EAA National Membership is required for all Chapter 292 members (call 1-800-JOIN EAA).  
Chapter 292 dues are $48/year for 2003and are prorated on a $4/month basis for those who join mid-year.  For more information both on National and Chapter 292 
memberships, please call the Chapter Secretary, Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767. 
MEETINGS: The general membership meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 7 P.M. at the Chapter Hangar , 4803 Airport Road, at Independence 
State Airport.  Oftentimes special events will supersede the normal schedule, please call the Chapter Secretary to confirm a date if  in doubt.   
BOARD OF DIRECTORS &  OFFICERS: The executive board meets at the Chapter Hangar on the fourth Thursday of each month at 7 P.M.  Board meetings are 
open, and anyone may attend.   
NEWSLETTER: The Taledragger  is published and mailed one week prior to the general membership meeting.  Feature articles, stories relating to flying, technical 
reports, or classified listings should be made to the newsletter editor one week prior to publication.  This is most easily accomplished by e-mail to the editor at 
pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com.  EAA Chapter 292 is not responsible for any modification or maintenance items that appear in the newsletter or in any other 
correspondence.  It is the responsibility of the reader to discuss and get approval for all such items from an appropriate A&P, the FAA  or other government official. 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
EAA Chapter 292 September 25, 2003 
1.  Attendance:  (6) Medlock, Cleveland, Vasend, Davidson, Andersen, Pongracz 
2.  Chapter  Leadership:  What’s the difference between an EAA member and the Cub Scouts?  Adult Leadership! 
3.  Proctor  Program Map: Directions to the Aurora site will be in the November Taledragger and Al will post a sign on the highway 
to help members find the place for the November 13th meeting. 
4.  Project Sales:  The Coot Kit is for sale on Barnstormers [Bob says that response has been zilch!], #14 should be on EBay soon.   
5.  Luscombe Project:  The case took big bucks to repair, but we are nearly ready for reassembly.  Future program? 
6.  Hillsboro Air  Show Repor t:  Al said he had a good time flying the Nieuport at the show—more next year—Mr. Bill was also 
there showing off the story boards with the crowd. 
7.  ISAS Representation:  Something of a brouhaha is developing within this representative organization that has done its best to 
represent all users of 7S5 to the State.  The current president is suggesting a change in the by-laws and this is not well received in all 
quarters.  ISAS was formed as a committee structure, representing all users, and no one interest should dominate.  It is hoped that this 
group can return to a philosophy of building consensus. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Pongracz 
 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
EAA Chapter 292 October 23, 2003 
1.  Attendance:  (6) Medlock, Cleveland, Vasend, Finberg, Davidson, Pongracz. 
2.  Luscombe Restoration Project:  There was a lengthy discussion about a shortage of funds, leadership, and interest.  All three are 
interrelated, and one can’ t be fixed without fixing the other two as well.  Bob has led the group tackling the engine rebuild, and eleven 
people are signed up to participate in this as soon as all the parts are collected together.  This will occur on a weekend in the very near 
future, and Bob will contact those on the list who signed up directly.  The chapter needs another member to step forward and lead the 
group who will rebuild the wings and fuselage.  (Please contact Bob Schwarzler or Jerry Medlock if you can help out here.)  This issue 
will be discussed at the Annual Banquet on December 6—briefly—to better determine the general level of interest here.  The issue of 
funding will be addressed in the annual Dues Renewal Letter due out next month in the December Taledragger.  The original $5,700 
lent to the chapter is largely exhausted, and a similar infusion of capital is necessary in order to continue. [Please see report below.] 
3.  Young Eagles Repor t:  Carole Gable reported on the record number of 108 Young Eagles flown on September  27, 2003.  
Congratulations to all who participated, especially the pilots who flew the kids:  Andy Andersen (6), Harry Bladow (9), Richard 
Brown (7), Kevin Davidson (8), Ed Hannevig (4), Jim Hubele (5), Denny Jackson (3), Dave Martin (4), Lynn McDonald (6), Marcia  
Noell (10), John Ousterhout (11), Dick Paridee (8), Alan Upright (6), Roger Vasend (10), and Pete Weber (11). It’s hard to say that we 
had too many kids this time, but it is important to provide a quality—front-seat—experience for all kids, and not to fatigue the pilots 
as well.  It was decided to divide the balance of $426.02 in the Young Eagles Fuel Fund equally among the fifteen pilots who 
participated rather than on a per capita share this time. This will result in checks being issued to each pilot for $28.40 to help defray 
fuel costs.  As this issue goes to the copy center, the national office reports that over 994,958 kids have been flown by EAA this past 
decade; and it appears that we are well poised to reach our goal of 1,000,000 kids flown by December 17, 2003.  Congratulations to 
each and every one of you who have volunteered to help on all those Saturdays this past decade! What an accomplishment. 
4.  Roster  Updates:  The secretary reported that an updated roster is planned to be distributed with the December issue of The 
Taledragger.  Corrections received before November 26th will be reflected in this document.  Please contact Mike directly with any 
changes that you’d like to make. 



5.  November  13th  Program:  It was decided to meet at the hangar at 5:45 pm and leave at 6:00 pm for Aurora for the Independence 
people, and to meet at the east side of the Brooks Exit at 6:05 pm and leave at 6:20 pm for the Salem contingent.  Parking is limited at 
the Proctor site, so please do try and carpool.  Driving instructions are to be found below. 
6.  December  4th ISAS Meeting: There was a rather lengthy discussion regarding this issue.  All agreed that this group needs to be 
truly representative of all the users of 7S5 and not be diverted by narrower focus groups.  The proposed change in the by-laws was 
instituted by the current chair who seems to perceive himself as a president rather than chairman of the board.  ISAS was originally set 
up as an organization whereby all of the various user groups could communicate with one voice to the Department of Aviation about 
our collective concerns and aspirations regarding 7S5.  This is necessarily accomplished through a committee structure where all 
groups are represented and can have input and be heard.  No one group has precedence over any other, and the goal is to govern by 
consensus.   Theoretically, when it is not possible to achieve consensus an issue is tabled until the issue has time to ripen as they say.  
There usually isn’ t sufficient urgency in these deliberations to force the issue. 
7.  Noon Patrol Update:  #14 still hasn’ t been test flown, and we seem to have a leaking exhaust valve on #2 cylinder.  We’ ll try to 
address this issue this weekend and get a couple of hours flown off the test program.  We’ re not in any hurry here—we’d rather do it 
right! [#14 was test flown Saturday, October 25, 2003 for 0.7 hours, and it was “The best one yet!”  according to Al Cleveland.  It will 
be for sale on EBay December 4th to 14th.  This gives The Noon Patrol a month to advertise in GA News and try to and get the word 
out.  This is certainly not the best time of the year to be selling, but the group wanted to make sure that the plane was perfect before it 
went on the market.  Some things just can’ t be rushed and we’ re all volunteers.  And if we don’ t succeed in selling it next month, we’ ll 
wait until May when the weather and the economy will hopefully be better.]   
8.  Adver tising in The Taledragger:  We were recently approached by a travel agency to include a small ad in our publication.  We 
certainly promote free enterprise, but we don’ t want to be caught devoting a full page of ads in each issue in order to be fair to all.  
That isn’ t what the publication is all about.  We will post the gentleman’s services on the appropriate bulletin board in the hangar. 
9. No Executive Committee Meetings in November  and December :  This fine tradition continues!  4th Thursdays are for family. 
10.  Treasurer ’s Repor t:  Mortgage Balance is currently $25,178.38 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary 
 

 
General Membership 
EAA Chapter 292 October 9, 2003 
 
1. Attendance:  About 35 members attended. 
2.  Luscombe Restoration Project:  Bob Schwarzler reported that the engine will be ready for reassembly soon.  A sign-up list was 
circulated, and eleven people said they want to be there to see Harold Hayes and George Genevro rebuild the A-65.  Bob said that the 
prop has been recertified, and Harold has ordered new magnetos and rebuild kit, that includes new exhaust valves.  This motor will be 
“ like factory new”  when completed.  All the funds from the original $5,700 in contributions have now been committed, and the project 
needs another infusion of capital to continue.  Shall we continue with a full restoration or sell the pieces off as is?   
3.  Election of Officers for  2004:  the following have been elected to serve for the coming year: President Al Cleveland, Vice-
President Bill McMichael, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Pongracz, Resource Manager Dennis Gwynn, Hangar Manager Roger Vasend, 
and Assistant Hangar Manager Jerry Medlock, Dale Finberg stays on as Member-at-Large, and Dave Martin will be our representative 
to OSEAA.  Thank you all for your commitment to the program. 
4.  Featured Program:  Lorrie and Bob Armstrong shared their knowledge about Heads-up displays used in commercial aviation.  At 
$250,000 each, they probably won’ t be going into your RV-10A project any time soon, but you never know. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Pongracz, Chapter Secretary 
 

 
 

2003 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT:     Jerry Medlock  medlock@teleport.com    (503) 838-2902 
VICE-PRESIDENT:       Al Cleveland  amcleveland@msn.com    (503) 838-9929 
SECRETARY & NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Mike Pongracz   Pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com              (503) 606-9767 
WEBMASTER:     John Ousterhout  ousterj@comcast.net     (503) 510-7989 
TREASURER:     Charles Kennedy  cekennedy@proaxis.com    (541) 752-8743 
HANGAR MANAGER:    Bill McMichael  n116bm@yahoo.com    (503) 364-8898  
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR & FLIGHT ADVISOR: Ernie Moreno   ewmoreno@worldnet.att.net   (503) 838-6878 
TECHNICAL COUNSELOR (Metal):  George Genevro  georgegenevro@cs.com    (503) 363-5032  
YOUNG EAGLES COORDINATOR:  Carole Gabel  gabelair@qwest.net     (503) 838-3844 
 



CLASSIFIED ADS (continued) 
 
1982 MX QUICKSILVER:  New Rotax 447, Front and rear fairing with wind shield and storage, Wheel pants, Rear drum brakes, Ivo Prop 2 blade, ground adjustable, 
MXL stabilizer, Vibration coupler, drive shaft, pillow block bearing, small pulley and drive belts are all new, Wing wire bolt kit and as well as other safety up grades. 
New wheels and tires. Strobe, Tach, CHT, EGT, Air speed, Regulator.  Qualifier Sails.  Located at Daniels Field.  Always stored in hanger. $4,000.  (541) 607-9055 
(home), (541) 953-2443 (cell) marty.nill@guaranty.com 
 
RV-8A SUBKITS FOR SALE BY CHAPTER 105: Empennage assembled; one wing assembled, one just started.  Can be built as RV-8 (tail wheel).  Plans #81205.  
Located at Chap 105 hangar at Twin Oaks.  Asking $6500.  Contact Rion for viewing -- 503-646-8763 (eve), 503-670-1144 (day), 503-720-9394 (cell) 
 

Directions to Proctor  Enterpr ises—November  13, 2003 General Meeting 
 

  
 
President’s Corner  (continued) 
Lorrie and Bob Armstrong from Chapter 902 presented an excellent program. They are both employed by a company that 
manufactures a Heads-Up Display for civilian aircraft. Alaska Airlines uses their HUDS exclusively. It is not often that we get such a 
good hi-tech program as this. The steps to produce, install and use this product were discussed in detail and there were at least four 
hearty souls that “stayed after”  the meeting to ask more questions. Thanks to Bob and Lorrie and to Bill McMichael for bringing them 
to us. 
 
Thank you to all who made our last 2003 Young Eagles event a success. There were 15 pilots, 10 ground crew, and a record 108 kids 
flown.  Carole Gable is our Young Eagles Coordinator, and I wonder just how many kids were flown under her tutelage. 
 
Bob Schwarzler  brought to the meeting a plywood “roll-a-away”  tool box that can be manufactured by members. Included on the unit 
were a pressure manifold complete with pressure gauge and regulator, and a 120-Volt power strip. We are in need of storing 
individual member tools when we work on group projects. Thanks, Bob. 
 
Bob also showed us the 65 H.P. engine for the Luscombe project that has been returned to us from ECI. Bob passed around a sign-up 
list for members who would like to be present for a two-day, weekend seminar on engine assembly. Harold Hayes and George 
Genevro will be running the course and 15 members signed up. Stay tuned for the date of the seminar. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT SHOW UP AT THE HANGAR FOR THE NOVEMBER 13TH MEETING. WE WON’T BE HERE! 
We will meet at the hangar at 5:45 P.M. and leave the hangar at 6:00 P.M. to drive up to Proctor. See the instructions above to get 
there if you don’ t plan to carpool / caravan with us. 
 
See you on November 13th!   
 

Jerry Medlock 
 

From I-5 North toward Portland,  
 
Take Exit 282 toward CANBY 
 
TURN RIGHT ONTO MILEY RD. 
 
M ILEY RD BECOMES EILERS RD 
 
GO TO 25450 NE EILERS RD 
 
LOOK FOR EAA SIGN 



LUSCOMBE PROJECT UPDATE 
  
The engine and its parts have been inspected and repaired.  The propeller now sports a new paint job.  As soon as all of the new 
gaskets, nuts, bolts, etc. arrive, we will schedule a weekend work party to reassemble them. 
  
Bob Ross will soon start to restore the wings.  Anyone interested in helping with that phase of the restoration should contact Bob 
directly at 503 838-9967. 
   
As a chapter we need to address the financial funding of the project.  The restored aircraft will have a retail value of approximately 
$18,000.  We hope to keep costs to approximately $13,000, leaving the chapter with a net of approximately $5,000. 
  
To date the numbers are as follows: 
  
        Purchase                                              $3,000                     
        Engine inspection & repair             1,493 
        Propeller inspection & paint                 350 
        Subtotal                                                 4,843 
        Membership loans                         5,650 
        Balance                                                  $  807 
  
As you can see from the above figures, we are about $7,000 short of the projected expense requirements.  This is where chapter 
members need to put on their thinking caps to come up with suggestions and solutions.  The present loan program has worked so far, 
but we will need more of the same or some other solution to finish the project.  

Bob Schwarzler 
 
OSHKOSH BY GOSH 

 
More than a year ago a group of pilots from around the area began planning a trip that would take them from the Pacific to the Atlantic 
and back again.  It was a grand idea encompassing many sights and delights to indulge one’s interests as well as celebrating the 100 
year anniversary of Orville and Wilber’s first flight at Kill Devil Hill. 
 
As the chosen date grew closer our numbers grew smaller and smaller.  By mid-July it was clear there were to be only three planes 
going east.  Dick and Debbie Juve in their Cessna 152, Roger Vasend and Greg Guy in Roger’s Cessna 172 XP, and Margaret and Al 
(myself) Cleveland in our Cessna 170.  In addition, we had all decided that Oshkosh was our new destination and Kitty Hawk was no 
longer on our agenda. 
 
Dick and Debbie were the first to depart (one full day ahead) so they might visit family in Boise.  Margaret and I departed early the 
next morning expecting to make Rexburg, Idaho, a few hours later. Rodger and Greg left Independence (7S5) some time later that 
same day.  
 
For Margaret and me, our first day flying was a bit longer than we had planned, but we knew Rexburg would put us in great position 
for crossing the mountains the next day.  We continued to push through the chop and made Rexburg by mid-afternoon. 
 
As we landed we immediately spotted the Juve’s 152 and picked a spot to tie down for the night.  While fueling and arranging 
transportation to the motel a storm cell blew in from the south, bringing with it a 172 attempting a down-wind landing.  It was John 
and Greg exercising their go around procedures. Once reoriented to the current winds their landing was impeccable. Now secured on 
the ground, we met a rather colorful gentleman (we suspected may have schooled with Orville and Wilber) who provided us with 
some of that good old airport hospitality we all favor.  After fueling and securing our planes he loaded all four of us and our luggage 
in his ford Tempo and delivered us to the closest motel. Our plans to meet at Rexburg were tentative and very loose.  In fact, we truly 
did not expect it would happen as was evident by the looks on the Juve©s face as we all stood at the motel room door. 
 
Now that we were all in one location it was decided to stay together and continue our trip as a group.  Dick had meticulously planned 
every detail of the journey and had concluded we could visit airports at lower altitudes by flying a pass north of Yellowstone Park.  
We also had planned a nice route provided by Greg taking us southeast through Bear Lake country.  While discussing the pros and 
cons of these routes, Greg suggested another route he had flown before that took us directly over Old Faithful, Yellowstone Lake and 
then east through a narrow pass into East Yellowstone.  We retired for the evening to think about our choices. 
 
After a good night’s rest, the 170 and the 172 were going to attempt the narrow pass through Yellowstone while the 152 was thinking 
strongly about the planned northern route.  It was decided Roger and Greg would leave first to scout the route and radio back the 



conditions we faced.  Margaret and I were next to leave with Dick and Debbie right behind.  At some point south of Old Faithful, 
Roger and Greg (now a.k.a. Sven and Ole) radioed back both the northern route and eastern pass were clouded in and they were 
looking for an alternate way to cross some truly beautiful mountains.  In a short time Sven and Ole had found us a route just north of 
Yellowstone Lake that would keep us clear of clouds and those pesky cumulous granitus.  The 170 and 152 followed on through some 
truly formidable passes while Sven and Ole continued to call out directions. 
 
Using this technique, we crossed both the Rockies and Shoshone mountain ranges, navigating over and around some of the most 
impressive and humbling cloud formations I believe I have ever seen.  We estimated--with the help of flight watch--that some of the 
clouds were as high as 30,000 feet. 
 
Even though our aircraft were not equally matched to fly as a group, this combination worked very well together. Greg’s expertise in 
flying such terrain matched with the performance of the 172 provided us with invaluable information. On two occasions while 
crossing the Shoshone range Dick and I discussed turning around as the clouds seemed to be growing faster than our little planes could 
climb.  With Sven’s encouragement, we pushed on to find our way over and down the east side of the mountains. 
 
The next leg provided us with an aerial view of Crazy Horse and Mount Rushmore, passing them at eye level.  This was my first visit 
to the area and seeing it from the air was even more impressive.  I have seen the commentaries on the construction and maintenance of 
these monuments and remember the immense size of the sculptures.  Our flight over the area gave me a much better perspective to the 
size and scope of both sites as well as the drive and determination of those individuals who took a dream and made it a reality. 
 
Another observation we made as we passed were the massive numbers of bikers touring the area.  They seemed like centipedes 
moving along the asphalt ribbons that crisscross and encircle the mountain.  We were amazed by the shear numbers until we realized 
Sturgis was only a few miles and two weeks away.  Like Oshkosh to aviators, Sturgis is the Holy Mecca for bikers of all kinds. What a 
sight! 
 
We landed in Wall, South Dakota, where we were met by the mayor of the city with a gas nozzle in one hand and the keys to his 
loaner car in the other.  His hospitality and warmth was very comforting and made us feel quite welcome.  After some logistical 
calculations on how to get all six of us and our luggage to the motel (the loaner car was a Volkswagen Bug), we moved into town for 
the night, taking in the sights (more bikers) and the many alleys of Wall Drug.  For those whose interest falls toward history, there is 
much to see in this tiny little hamlet.  Wall Drug is in many ways a museum of its own.  With bits and pieces of history along with 
walls of photographs of early Americana one could begin to perceive just how much of a struggle it was to survive in those days. 
 
Margaret and I also visited the Lakota Interpretive Center.  It was an impressive and emotional interpretation of the events 
surrounding the Wounded Knee massacre as seen by the tribes of the Lakota.  It was strikingly different than the history books I 
studied in my youth.  All in all, Old Faithful in full eruption, Crazy Horse, Mt. Rushmore, and the tiny town of Wall made for a full 
and colorful day. 
 
With the Rockies now behind us, our flights seemed more mundane.  Still, they were dotted with warm and hospitable stops for fuel 
and food.  In Madison, South Dakota, we parted company with Greg and Roger so they could stay and visit with family for a while.  
We intended to meet up again at Mankato, Minnesota, for the last leg of our trip. However, that did not happen.  Dick, Debbie, 
Margaret and I stayed the night in Mankato planning to depart early for Oshkosh.  Having never landed at Oshkosh before, I was very 
apprehensive and had discussed several times of landing at an alternate and driving in for the event.  This was Dick and Debbie’s plan 
as well.  After a good night’s rest, and carefully studying the Oshkosh NOTAM’S, Margaret and I decided to fly into Oshkosh and 
experience it all. 
 
We parted company with Dick and Debbie as they turned northward towards their alternate.  We continued on after an additional fuel 
stop and again to affirm our plans into Oshkosh, which I admit did have an alternate landing site should the pilot chicken out at the last 
moment (remembering for years I had heard the doom and gloom stories of flying into Oshkosh). 
 
With the plane full of fuel and the crew with renewed confidence (I think) we started our last leg into Oshkosh.  As we neared Ripon, I 
studied the skies looking for bogies while Margaret made sure I did not stray from our intended course.  We were picked up by ATC 
at Ripon and given instructions to Fisk, just like it said in the NOTAM.  At Fisk we were instructed to make for the gravel pit near 
Oshkosh and expect right traffic to runway 27.  As we neared our base turn the controller lost visual on a Bonanza near our position 
but quickly instructed him to extend his down wind and for us to make for final. We were on the ground and taxiing to our campsite 
before we realized how well orchestrated the whole process truly was. It was a non-event for us.  
 
Our campsite was one of the last front row locations in Vintage Air Craft.  We could not have asked for a better site.  We spent the 
next three days taking in all that Oshkosh had to offer, including a couple of evening T-storms and a great dinner at the Sunset Supper 
Club on Lake Winnebago. EAA 292 was well represented as we took the long table to talk about Oshkosh and future chapter events. 
The food and camaraderie was great.  I believe they do not use scales to weigh portions as I observed Ernie Moreno consume an 
eighteen ounce steak that seemed to be missing only hooves and horns to be the whole cow. Everyone left stuffed and full of smiles. 
 



During our stay at Oshkosh we watched carefully a stationary front positioned just east of us forming a line south and west into 
Kansas. This concerned us as our return leg was to take us directly into this area. Our departure from Oshkosh was also uneventful as 
we took 16 straight out.  Ten minutes later we found ourselves quickly loosing visibility due to haze and cloud cover so we landed at 
Fond du Lac to wait for better weather.  This turned out to be a blessing in disguise as a mag check revealed two inoperative 
sparkplugs.  Pieces of carbon had lodged between the electrodes rendering them inoperative; a simple cleaning resolved the issue and 
we were back in the air aviating south to Illinois. 
 
As we neared the frontal band we encountered worsening weather, poor visibility, and more frequent thunderstorms.  We expected this 
to happen but were hopeful it would finally move on eastward and allow us to continue on our intended course, but this was not to be.  
While enjoying lunch with family in Mattoon we watch a wall of bad news developing to the southwest that extended to the northeast, 
and winds were picking up out of the northwest.  Discretion being the better part of valor, we decided to alter our trip and leave 
immediately for the Northwest.  We later learned we narrowly escaped a severe thunderstorm that caused massive power outages and 
significant damage to property in the area. 
 
Our new course was pretty much a direct heading towards the Bear Lake crossing of the Rockies and was for the most part uneventful.  
We were able to identify tracks from the pioneers in every state we crossed.  At Bowling Green, Nebraska, a broken bolt on the 
landing gear shim caused sufficient delays to make us fly the high dessert in early afternoon.  What a ride, severe turbulence and a 20-
30 mph head wind made our trip to Rawlings, Wyoming, one to remember.  “Fly only in the morning hours.”   I heard this many times; 
now I am a true believer. 
 
Once back at 7S5 we had logged over 3000 miles at just over 30 hours (thanks to that leg into Rawlins).  Overall I rate the trip a 
success. We met lots of new friends, shared experiences with old friends, and learned much about cross country flying in the process. 
 
I want to thank Greg Guy and Roger Vasend for acting as point guides for our easterly leg of the trip.  Greg’s experience and 
confidence was instrumental to our success over the Rockies as well as my baptism into the Oshkosh traffic pattern.  I also want to 
thank Dick and Debbie Juve, a truly pleasant couple to travel with. 
  

Al Cleveland 



 
 

# 14 FOR SALE ON EBAY:  DECEMBER 4TH TO DECEMBER 14TH! 
PROCEEDS USED TO REDUCE THE MORTGAGE ON THE CHAPTER HANGAR 

MINIMUM BID IS $16,500 AND BUY RIGHT NOW PRICE IS $25,000 



CLASSIFIED ADS 
 
LYCOMING ENGINES &  PARTS: Harry Malette (800) 831-6513 
 
RV-6A: 1998.  N-314EP. Slider, 236 hrs TTAF, 158 hrs SCMOH.  Full gyro 
panel, Garmin 250XL com/GPS. KT76A txp/encoder/intercom.  Navaid a/p.  
Engine PreHeat, Wolf remote oil filter, electric trim and flaps.  White w/ 3 
color accent stripes.  Orndorf upholstery.  O-320 w/ 10:1 pistons.  Sensenich 
metal prop.  Fast -6A! REDUCED TO $62,000.  Contact Mike Pongracz at 
(503) 606-9767, (503) 510-5163 (cell) or pongracz@ashcreekwireless.com  
 
1987 AVID FLYER B  N#3PN: Recently updated 2-Place, 850# gross.  
Newer Rotax 582 with oil injection and electric starter. All the usual 
instruments plus Val-Com radio and Garmin Pilot 111 GPS.  Grove aluminum  
landing gear with hydraulic. brakes. 340 hours on airframe and approx. 140 on 
engine. Always hangared. Something around 15K buys it. Contact Mike 
Tracy, Eugene (541) 461-6346 or homegrwn1@hotmail.com 

 
ROTAX 447 FREE AIR: 410 hours TT.   Complete w/ 2.58:1 ‘B’  box.  Lots 
of good hours left! $700.  Call Mike Pongracz at (503) 606-9767 

 
PA-12 FIREWALL FORWARD: Engine is Lycoming O- 290-D, mount, 
exhaust system, all accessories, oil cooler, and all cowlings.  Contact Ron 
Purdum at (503) 694-6299.   
 
QUICKSILVER MX  377 Rotax , good to excellent sails. It does not have 
steerable nosewheel . Comes  with a complete extra rebuildable 377 Rotax. 
All the original paperwork, complete assembly & parts manual and lots of 
new odds and ends. I have no place to store it anymore and would like to sell 
it for $2,650 David Harris (541) 688-6751 nailbangr7@aol.com 
 
  

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7) 

 
 
 
 
Experimental Aircraft Association 
Willamette Valley Chapter 292 
4803 Airport Road 
Independence, OR 97351 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PROGRAM NOTES: 
 
 

NOVEMBER 13TH 

 

A FIELD TRIP TO SCALE-MODEL HEAVEN 
PROCTOR ENTERPRISES 

AURORA 
 

THURSDAY EVENING, 7 P.M.  
 

PLEASE SEE MAP INSIDE 


