
IN THIS ISSUE
Teens Look to the Skies  
Our annual Teen Aviation Weekend took 
place last weekend. See how it all went down.

Dunn with the Caribbean 
From Salem to the Caribbean and back–what 
a way to spend the winter!

It’s Time for a Face lift 
EAA292 is taking on a new look. Learn what’s 
in store for the TALEDRAGGER and the 
Chapter’s image.

MEMBERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
PAY UP! According to our records, 45 members still 
haven’t paid their dues for 2023. If you haven’t paid your 
2023 dues, please do so, now. 
Membership for EAA292 is $35 per year, due January 1st.  
You can pay online at eaa292.org, or mail a check to:  
EAA Chapter 292, 4803 Airport Rd., Independence, OR 97351

Hangar closeout items  
for sale - Feb 25 
With the passing of our good friends, Gary 
McCormick and Steve White, their families have 
asked us to liquidate his hangar. 

Next Chapter Meeting 
Our next Chapter meeting will be on Saturday 
March 11 at 10am. 

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE MEMBERSHIP OF EAA CHAPTER 292  |   MARCH 2023

TEEN AVIATION WEEKEND
Chapter volunteers pull off an inspiring program
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SAT-MAR 4, 2023 | 7pm-10pm SIMULATOR TRAINING 
Chuck West - Chapter Sim Room

MON-MAR 6, 2023 | 6pm-8pm VMC/IMC CLUB MEETING 
Chapter Meeting Room

SAT-MAR 11, 2023 | 10am-11am CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Chapter Meeting Room

SAT-MAR 11, 2023 | 7pm-10pm SIMULATOR TRAINING 
Chuck West - Chapter Sim Room

THU-MAR 16, 2023 | 5pm-9pm PCOPA MEETING & DINNER 
Chapter Meeting Room

SAT-MAR 18, 2023 | 7pm-10pm SIMULATOR TRAINING 
Chuck West - Chapter Sim Room

SUN-MAR 19, 2023 | 10am-12pm INDY GLIDER CLUB MEETING 
Chapter Meeting Room

SAT & SUN-MAR 24 & 25, 2023  EAA LEADERSHIP BOOTCAMP 
Dinner on Friday 
Bootcamp Saturday 8am-5pm 
Chapter Meeting Room 
See Pg X for more details 

SAT-MAR 25, 2023 | 7pm-10pm SIMULATOR TRAINING 
Chuck West - Chapter Sim Room

LOOKING AHEAD

SAT-JUN 10, 2023 | 8am-12pm YOUNG EAGLES RALLY 
Chapter Meeting Room &  
Airport Ramp

SAT & SUN-AUG 19 & 20, 2023 WINGS OVER WILLAMETTE 
Fly-in and STOL Expo

This is a reminder that 
next weekend (February 
25-26) the NW Aviation 
Conference & Trade Show 
is in Puyallup. This a great 
opportunity to see and 
hear terrific speakers 
and see NW aviation 
businesses.

There is a bike ride in 
Portland that celebrates 
the Worst Day of the Year. 
It has been the weekend 
nearest Valentine’s Day. 
They advertised this as 
the coldest, wettest day 
of the year. Barbara and I have ridden this several times 
and had great times. But not this year – my new knee is 
not up for it yet. Last Tuesday (Valentine’s Day) lived up 
to its reputation… snow and gusting winds. The reason I 
bring this up is that if somewhere in mid-February, it is 
the worst day of the year, then things have to be better 
after this. Statistically things are going to get better. The 
better flying weather will be more than the occasional 
“sucker-hole”.

Last weekend we received the updated hangar lease 
agreement with the ODA. They were initially offering us 
a five-year lease. Vince, Rich and I met with them and 
gave them a tour of our facilities. Apparently, they had 
not considered our hangar addition five years ago into 
their calculations. The new contract is for a lease period 
of twenty years. 

The ODA has increased the per-square-foot rate for all 
hangars at 7S5 for 2023.

- Curt Anderson, EAA 292 President

The TALEDRAGGER is published by the 
members of the EAA Chapter 292 for 
the information of it’s membership and 
the aviation community in and around 
Independence Airpark.

Direct any comments or submit content 
for future issues to:  media@eaa292.org

CHAPTER

INDEPENDENCE OREGON | 7S5

EAA Chapter 292  
Board Members for 2023 
President – Curt Anderson 
Vice President – Ashley Mason 
Secretary – Rich Harrison 
Treasurer – John Roberts

Members of the board can be contacted through 

the Chapter email at eaa292@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE MARCH EVENTS CALENDAR

WHERE HAVE ALL THE TABLES GONE?

Who has the EAA tables? This last week for 
the  Teen Aviation Weekend we went to set 
up tables and found many of them gone!  
These are not for public or private use. They 
are not build tables. Please return them. 

Also, the number of chairs is dwindling.  
These also are not for public or private use, 
but are for use in the clubhouse! If you have 
any or know where they might be, please get 
them back to the Clubhouse.

- Ullman
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MEETING MINUTES - BOARD MEETING - Saturday, February 11th, 2023
IN ATTENDANCE - Curt Anderson, Ashley Mason, Vince Homer, Dave Ullman Ric Wilson, John Stanislaw, John Roberts, Aaron Moore, 

Steve Sands, Chuck West, Deb Origer, Rich Harrison, Maurice Gunderson, Brett Wilson, Scott Harvey, Matt Van Pelt,  
Denny Fuhrman, Al Cleveland

CALL TO ORDER - CURT ANDERSON
• Opened the meeting at 8AM

• Introductions

TREASURERS REPORT - JOHN SEC
• Secretary Report Regular Paid Members – 157, Lifetime 35, Student 2.  About 45 have not renewed yet from 2022.

• Deb made a request that the Chapter pay the remaining balanced of $509.50 from Kristin’s training. 
 - Dave made the motion, chapter, approved. This will come out of the Youth fund.

YOUTH PROGRAMS REPORT - DAVE ULLMAN
• Teen Aviation Weekend - next weekend. Close to 30 kids signed up.

• Youth - Aspire Program is helping the chapter.

• Plans for another Youth meeting after TAW.

LANCAIR PROJECT - DAVE ULLMAN
• Steve Wheat continues to work on it. 

• Dave handed out a sheet that went over the finances. Current family might want to sell it back to us for cost. Dave is planning to 
send the family an email to discuss options.

  - Another option was proposed by Chuck that the current family that owns sells their interest to a third party, where we still finish 
the aircraft for the new person.

 - Also was suggested we get a lawyer to look over any contract we might propose.

• Discussion about new hangar project. We will still move forward with planning.

GENERAL DISCUSSION
• Dave, Maurice Gunderson & Aaron worked on a web-service for chapter membership billing, and other areas that could be 

automated. Will bring a proposal to the March meeting
 - Chuck proposes that better security auto locks be added to the building
 - A meeting will be held to cover possible solutions before the next board meeting.
 - Deb addressed that we will need classes or instruction for any platform we might go with.

• Discussion about the building expansion, was to gather data from the membership, form a committee and hold meetings.

• Vince proposes would hold a sale on 2/25 of donated tools from two people that recently passed away.
 - Will be asking for volunteers at the general meeting.
 - John suggested we look at Estate Sale companies that specializes in selling estates.
 - Chuck suggested that we do a drop ceiling in the meeting room for about $3K.
 - Flight sim class tonight. Still refining processes with the Redbird. Sim is operational, about 25 users registered.

• EAA Bootcamp - March 25th Registration open.

• 292 Fly-in moved to August 19th and 20th. We will have our normal meeting on the 12th. Will pass a sheet around.

• Ray Scholarship for 292 will use this email for communications - 292RayScholarshipship @gmail.com

• Brett did a presentation on a new branding for the chapter.  He presented a new logo and branding ideas.
 Dave Ullman made a motion that we move forward with the proposed new logo, Al seconded, approved.

• Al proposed that we invest in a new sound system for the meeting room. He would like to look at a new system, Curt asked he 
come up with a proposal for next meeting.

• Chuck again talked about a drop ceiling.

• John talked about adding Narcan (opioid overdose emergency treatment) to the medical kit. The State requests that a 30-minute 
training course. Costs about $140.

• John also provided a proposal to enhanced the safety in the facility.  This includes new fire extinguishers and enhancements to the 
first aid kit.  Total costs will run $1,186.82.  

 This replaces the existing ABC fire extinguishers with BC extinguishers in the Hangar area.  The old ABC extinguishers are still 
good and could be sold to members.

 Motion to approve purchase new fire extinguishers for the chapter.  Approved

ADJOURNED - Curt closed the meeting at 9:40
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MEETING MINUTES - CHAPTER MEETING - Saturday, February 11th, 2023

• Curt Anderson opened the meeting at 10AM.

• Curt introduced himself as this is his first meeting acting as 
President of the chapter.  

• New members guest introductions were held

• Secretary & Treasurers reports

• Marsha Noell asked for volunteers for next weekend’s Teen 
Aviation Weekend.  A signup sheet was passed around.

• Lancair Build - In about a month we will start to need help to 
get this completed.  

• Building expansion – Ric Wilson working on assessing what 
we can build and what makes sense.

• Youth - Dave Ullman reports Teen Aviation Weekend next 
weekend, Young Eagles in June and September.

 - We are registered with Aspire program which gives access to 
schools

 - Teen Build - getting close to engine run.

• Scott - Ray Scholarship is now $11K for powered PPL training.

• Chuck West – The Redbird Simulator is up and running. 
 - Chuck says he is still learning new things about the Redbird. 
 - Classes on the operation of the Redbird are starting next 

week.

• Fly-In – Arron Moore talked about the Fly-In on 8/19 - 20.  
 - More Lead volunteers are still needed.  Signup sheets were 

passed around.

• Aaron also reported on the Independence Youth Flying club.  
The Cherokee 140 has been painted.

• More 2022-chapter awards were handed out.  

• Ron Sterba (now Dr. Gizmo) - showed a Craftsman branch 
Cutting tool he purchased.

• Vince Homer - new gravel has been added out in front to 
improve the parking lot.

• Vince talked about the sale February 25 Looking for volunteers 
to help organize the sale.

 - The sale will be from 8 – 12 inside the Clubhouse Meeting 
Room.

 - Set up - Thursday & Friday set-up, he is looking for help to set 
up and price items.

• Builders’ updates -
 - Al - Christanvia - remounting the new wing. Plan to cover 

next month.
 - RV-9A - completed rudder and right elevator. Starting on the 

horizontal stab. Trevor
 - Ric and Brett (the Wilson brothers) making progress on their 

RV-7.

• VMC/IMC club meeting Monday Night.

• A short Break was held.

• After the break Dewey Conroy of Pacific Coast Avionics 
presented.  He discussed various avionics options available for 
installation in Experimental and Certified aircraft.

• 72 people were in attendance.

• The meeting ended at 11:45AM

Debbie Origer 
2022 Ray Scholar Program Manager

Vince Homer 
2022 Facilities Manager

Dave Ullman 
2022 Youth Programs Manager

Denny Fuhrman 
2022 Technical Counselor

Bill McLagan 
2022 Technical Counselor

Steve Sands 
2022 Website Editor

Ron Sterba demonstrates a great new 
pruning tool.

Dewey Conroy discusses new products 
and the safety features incorporated into 
new avionics technology.
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

Last weekend EAA Chapter 292 put on a stellar Teen Aviation 
Weekend event. Approximately 28 young people were introduced 
to the world of aviation during the 2-day program headed by Marcia 
Knoell. 

TEEN AVIATION WEEKEND 
EAA 292 Volunteers seek to inspire young people to pursue aviation

The weekend kicked off with and introduction and hangar 
tours hosted by Banaby Wainfran, The Youth Build Project, 
Brian & Carol Dalton, Ernie Moreno, Curt Anderson, and Dave 
Ullman. Students were introduced to various design and build 
techniques stretching from Ernie’s WWI-era DHII, to Banaby’s 
lifting bodies and the fiberglass Speed Canard. Curt, Ernie, Dave 
and Barnaby each introduced the aircraft at the hangars and 
discussed the challenges and advantages of each of the designs 
and building methods.

Judy Yerbia and Cindy Wilson get the 
program started with registration.

Event Coordinator, Marcia Knoell sets 
the stage for TAW.

Barnaby Wainfran explains the anatomy of his lifting body projects.

A student inspects the cockpit of Ernie’s DH2.

Dave Ullman demonstrates the materials used for fiberglass construction.

Chapter President, Curt Anderson explains the various aspects of his Kitfox.

Also at Dave Ullman’s hangar students were introduced to the Speed Canard.
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After lunch, Dan Killpatrick led a 2-hour interactive exercise in 
basic navigation. The students used real VFR Sectional chart 
and were instructed how to plot a course from Independence to 
Astoria, Oregon.

From there, the teens were shepherded back to the Clubhouse 
for a quick review of airplane anatomy with Dave Ullman 
followed an excellent presentation by Ron and Michelle Singh 
discussing Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV’s or Drones). Ron 
outlined the regulations and uses for these unmanned vehicles 
and provided an indoor flight demonstration to teach the 
aerodynamics of the Quadcopter.

Ron and Michelle Singh provide a UAV demo while teens fill out worksheets 
identifying aerodynamic principles.

Next up, was Scott Bragg who showed the teens how to build 
a simple foam model airplane of 3 design variants.  After the 
gliders were built, students performed flight tests and modified 
their craft in search of perfect flying characteristics. The day 
ended in a friendly flight competition outside the Clubhouse.

Dan Killpatrick discusses the principles of navigation.

Scott Bragg passes out foam glider kits for construction and flight testing.

After flight test and modification, it’s time to see who’s glider works the best.

EAA 292 Ray Scholarship recipient, Daren Ham helps a work group to plot their course.

The Sunday program continued into building RC aircraft, while 
rotating into several other disciplines including building an 
aluminum wing rib, flying in the simulator and learning some 
instrument functions.

Scott explains how to implement the servos into their RC project.

Teen Aviation Weekend — Continued
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SPECIAL THANKS 
Volunteering for these programs is crucial to it’s success. We’d like to give special recognition to the 
volunteers who make it all happen. (apologies if we missed anyone)

The afternoon provided students with high-flying glider 
presentation followed by short introduction by each career 
counselor. Students were invited to circulate around to each of 
the career stations to ask questions and get more information.

Mike Ryer brought the weekend to a close by getting feedback 
from the group targeting what we can do better for them, as 
well as what parts of the program they most enjoyed.

The weekend program was a complete success and credit must 
be given to all the volunteers and participants. It’s a real credit 
to our Chapter’s members. Without their support this incredible 
event could not happen.

Joe Mollahan is pictured giving demos in the Simulator with Chris Orin assisting.

ABOVE: Bruce Patten presents an 
overview of high altitude soaring.

RIGHT: Bruce demonstrates the 
retractable propulsion system on the 
Perlan glider.

Matt Van Pelt discusses his job and the 
various uses of helicopters.

Robin Reid answers questions from 
students regarding commercial aviation.

John Stanislaw fits a student into 
aviation firefighting suit.

Andrea Wood, Frank Brown and Barnaby 
Wainfan talk about their engineering.

Mike Ryer spent about 15 minutes to wrap up the weekend.

Dave Ullman, Youth Programs Manager  
For his tenacity leadership of the entire Youth Initiative. 

Marcia Noell and Cindy Wilson 
For managing this event. Their efforts can’t be understated.

VOLUNTEERS:  
Judy Yerbian (Registration) 
Cindy Woodworth (Careers Coordinator) 
Ron and Michelle Singh (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) 
Dan Kilpatrick (Navigation) 
Scott Bragg (Aircraft Building/Testing) 
Bruce Patten (Glider)/Matt Van Pelt (Helicopter)

The following volunteers are invaluable as they helped out in multiple 
aspects of the program.

Denny Fuhrman, Bruce Patton, Vince Homer, Richard Hill, Ernie Moreno, 
Brian & Carol Dalton, Bill Higdon, Al Cleveland, Kristen Taylor, Barnaby 
Wainfran, Russ Vanlandingham, Daren Ham, Chris O, Don Coon, Curt 
Anderson, Al Cleveland, Pete Melon, Jennifer (lunch), and Pat Hatfield 
(lunch videos) and Mike Ryer. Also, a special shout-out goes to Chris 
Orin and Joe Molahan for filling in at the last minute.

Also, thanks to all the career program presenters.

Matt Van Pelt, Chris Brown, Scott Bragg, Frank Brown, Barnaby 
Wainfran, Andrea Wood, Joe Mollahan, John & Jennifer Stanislaw, Anya 
Beebe, Terry Rohse, Bart Brandish, Justin Baugh, and Robin Reid

Teen Aviation Weekend — Continued
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INDEPENDENCEINDEPENDENCE

FLY-INFLY-IN

2023 EAA 292 FLY-IN AND STOL EXPOSITION
AUGUST 19TH-20TH

EAA Chapter 292 is excited to announce the return 
of our annual “Wings Over Willamette” Fly-In and 
STOL event this summer! Scheduled for August 
19th-20th at Independence State Airport (7S5), 
the two-day event will be packed with aviation 
activities, lots of food, and a great opportunity to 
connect with fellow aviation enthusiasts! 

Saturday’s Fly-In will include forums, unique aircraft 
from all over the Pacific Northwest, and an aviation 
swap meet. Sunday will be the annual STOL 
competition. Both days will feature a breakfast & 
lunch on-site, as well as dinner events. Mark your 
calendars, you won’t want to miss it.
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CARIBBEAN WINTERLUDE 
Vincent flies South for the Winter
November 29. Launch day for the beginning of my Odyssey 
from Salem, Oregon to the tropical isle of Martinique, a French 
possession in the southern Caribbean. Just me and scant gear 
packed into a 56 year old Mooney who’s glory days we’re in 
the later part of the previous century. Fuel tanks filled and IFR 
departure filed, I lifted off of runway 16 into an 800 foot scattered 
with fingers crossed and hopes high. Climbing in and out of 
IMC conditions with only a trace of ice on the windscreen and 
leading edges I eventually broke up of the soup, predictably, just 
as I soared across the California border. I arrived at my fuel stop 
at Nut Tree airport. The second, and final leg before the flight 
into KSMO Santa Monica CA was uneventful. 

The following days took me eastward across Arizona and New 
Mexico. First to overnight in Clovis NM to the FBO couch. Next to 
Natchez MS and a night in a tent beside the Mooney. Cheap fuel 
and nice people at the FBO made camping in the grass near the 
Mooney a joy. The 1800 foot runway at Cedar Key FL was the next 
leg. It’s a tiny islet just off the west coast of north Florida. With 
the tent pitched next to the Mighty Mooney, I marched a mile 
or so into the quaint little town for dinner at a hotel erected in 
the 1880s. And finally the last two hour leg into Fort Lauderdale 
Executive KFXE to meet the rest of the Caribbean team.

My Flight Plan 
across the 
country took me 
to the warmth of 
the Caribbean 
Islands

High (and cold) winter flying over the 
mountains of Arizona & New Mexico
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This trip was organized by International Air Rally of Toronto, 
Canada. They set the schedule for the 10-day Caribbean 
outing, booked hotel rooms, organized transportation to and 
from airports, eased us through customs and immigration 
requirements, arranged breakfasts, island activities and some 
dinners too. The twenty private aircraft and 45 or so people 
involved could relax and enjoy the flying and island life. About 
half of the participants were Canadians, half Americans, and 
two guys from Norway who flew over the  US commercial and 
rented a C-172 for the Caribbean portion. Air Rally also conducted 
a pre-flight briefing the night before each flight and helped us 
complete required paperwork for each stop.

The first leg of the Caribbean portion was KFXE to the island of 
Providentiales in the Turks and Caicos to clear customs and take 
on fuel. Then a short hop of 30 minutes to Grand Turk island and 
a couple of nights at the lovely seaside Oasis Hotel. There was 
Great food and walks on the beach of course.

The next flight was Grand Turk to Nevis with a fuel stop in 
Puerto Rico and an unscheduled stop in St Kitts. Okay, I confess, 

I landed in St Kitts by mistake! It’s only 8 miles from Nevis and 
I confused the two airports. No harm done and I got to check 
St Kitts off my list of islands, too! After a couple of nights in 
Nevis we were off again to our southern terminus of Martinique, 
a French possession. Sight seeing and a boat tour were the 
highlights here. 

The beautiful beach at Grand Turk Island.

An aerial view of Montserrat, which is an active volcano.

Our tour group socializes at Nevis.

No sooner had I revived my high school French than we were 
off north again to the Dominican Republic, where Spanish is the 
Lingua Franca, and several nights in another excellent seaside 
hotel complete with restaurant and pool. Choppy seas kept us out 
of the water and delayed our snorkeling outing to another year, so 
we were forced to relax poolside, wander the town, or both.

Overlooking the bay in Martinique.

Mike Kelley (remember him?) enjoys a little “me-time” in the Dominican Republic.

Dunn with the Caribbean — Continued
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The last leg back to Fort Lauderdale was the longest at 711 
nautical miles. Some planes stopped for fuel and others, with 
longer legs, did not. Set for economy cruise, the Mighty Mooney 
made the trip in just under 6 hours on 42 gallons of fuel with 
another 10 gallons reserve. Thanks, Mooney!

Enjoying a gorgeous sunset in Cedar Key, Florida.

I returned home to Salem, Oregon by approximately the same 
route I had come and was home December 23. The flights home 
were significantly colder and rainier but I was lucky to arrive in 
Salem on the odd VFR day in sunny skies. This was my fourth 
trip to the Caribbean with International Air Rally. A round trip 
of about 8,400 nm and about 540 gallons of a gas burned. 

Cruising above the Inter Islands.

Giving the Mooney a rest at Cedar Key, Florida.

I’m looking forward to doing it again in 2024 when Air Rally is 
planning a trip to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

- Vincent Dunn

Dunn with the Caribbean — Continued
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THE NEWSLETTER GETS A FACE LIFT 
Our Chapter is in it’s mid-fifties...iT’S TIME.

You may have noticed that we’ve incorporated a new logo 
as well. This is part of chapter-wide visual update that will be 
introduced to the membership at the next Chapter meeting, so 
stay tuned.

- Rich Harrison, Editor

CHAPTER

INDEPENDENCE OREGON | 7S5

EAA Chapter Leadership Bootcamp March 25

There are now 20 people signed up for the bootcamp. EAA na-
tional is just starting to push it, so if you are interested, sign up 
soon before we are filled up. 

Agenda

• Recruiting and retaining members

• Marketing

• Tax exempt status

• Fundraising

• Media & public relations

• Young Eagles

• Insurance and risk management

• EAA chapter resources

Details

• Friday March 24th evening dinner at local restaurant – pay your 
own way 

• Saturday March 25th breakfast 7:00 – 8:00 at EAA 292 club-
house, 4809 Airport Road, Independence Oregon, at 7S5.

• Boot Camp from 8AM to 5 PM

• Lunch provided by EAA 292

As you saw on the back page of last month’s edition of the 
TALEDRAGGER, our newsletter started out quite humbly. 
Communication to our membership has always been important, 
but through the years, producing and publishing our monthly 
rag has been a challenge for aircraft enthusiasts whose 
backgrounds are typically more technical in nature.

This month’s TALEDRAGGER has been updated to make 
it more engaging and to reflect our growing status in the 
aviation community. Our hope is to better represent the events, 
programs, and the stories related by our members (who have 
some very interesting tales to tell). We encourage our members 
to contribute to the TALEDRAGGER and we’ll do our best to 
present your content in a “magazine style” that you will be 
proud to share. In the coming months we’ll iron out the process 
of submitting images and written content and pass that along 
to the membership.

For details and registration: https://www.eaa.org/eaa/eaa-chap-
ters/chapter-leadership-training/chapter-leadership-boot-camp 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/eaa-chapters/chapter-leadership-training/chapter-leadership-boot-camp
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/eaa-chapters/chapter-leadership-training/chapter-leadership-boot-camp
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BUILDER UPDATES

Louis weighs in
My SPA Panther is finished! This picture documents the weight 
and balance done by Ernie Moreno, assisted by Robin Reid, Jake 
Thiessen and of course, me.

- Louis Imbert

Louis’ Panther gets ready to step on the scales for the first time.

LANCAIR AND THE CLUBHOUSE EXTENSION: AN UPDATE

We have been talking for years about extending the EAA292 
clubhouse. Committees have made some preliminary plans in the 
past, but Covid took the wind out of the effort.  The addition was 
to be primarily funded by the completion and sale of a Lancair 4P.

This short piece is to update you on the situation and ask for your 
help.  I will begin with Lancair.

The partially completed 
kit was given to EAA 292 
in 2018, and with Henry 
Bartle’s help, we began to 
work on it. It was presold 
to a club member and he 
supplied some upfront 
cash to get it going and to begin the hangar extension fund. 
Unfortunately, he died and we settled with his estate.

We then sold it to a car dealer in the Denver area in 2019 and we 
continued some work on it. There was a Wednesday evening 
group that worked on it each week and Henry added his hours 
during the week. Life intervened and ended the work parties.

Unfortunately, our second purchaser has also passed away. We 
are now settling with his estate. This resolution could take many 
directions, but all of them require us to complete the airplane and 
either deliver it to the car dealer’s estate or sell it.

Recently Steve Wheat of our club has put in many hours working 
on the major systems. He is now paused work on the Lancair so 

he can do final assemble his new RV7. He plans on resuming work 
on it, but we can’t rely solely on Henry and Steve to get it done. 
Additionally, Gary McCormick, our late treasurer, has left money to 
add to the fund.

When completed we will net a total of between $150,000 and 
$265,000 to fund the building addition. A more exact estimate 
will become clear over the next few months as Gary’s estate clears 
probate and the car dealer’s heirs clarifies their wishes.

The bottom line is that we must get the airplane finished 
this summer. It is our route to clubhouse upgrades and our 
commitment to people who have already spent time and money 
to see it flying.

THE NEW BUILDING HINGES ON THE BUILD 
As far as the building addition is concerned, Ric Wilson is forming 
a committee to move this project forward. But, whatever they 
develop cannot be built without the Lancair being completed or 
other source of funding.

TO FINISH THE LANCAIR, THERE ARE TWO WAYS  
YOU CAN HELP:

First, we will restart the Thursday evening work parties from  
6:30p to 10p beginning Thursday Mar 2.

Additionally, you can come to Henry’s hangar most any day and 
work on it. Check with Henry to make sure he is there. Either stop 
by or call (360-907-0716).

All work is in Henry Bartle’s hangar north of the Starduster 
Restaurant (gate code 25143) and under his supervision. You need 
not have aircraft building experience but, at a minimum, know 
which end of a screwdriver to use and which side of sandpaper 
goes down.

WHAT IS IN IT FOR YOU:

You will help raise money for the EAA 292 clubhouse 
improvement and the fabled addition.

You can also learn about complex airplanes and aircraft finishing 
from an expert. Half of everything I know about building airplanes 
is from Henry, I just can’t place which half.

- Dave Ullman

The Club’s Lancair Build It’s 90% done. Help us with other 90%.

“The bottom line  
is that we must 
get the airplane 

finished”
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OUR LEASE IS UP...from 5 years to 20!
EAA Chapter 292 Clubhouse Ground Lease has been renewed.

At the end of 2022, the EAA 292 Clubhouse which we built on property leased from the State of Oregon needed to have the Ground Lease 
renewed. The Clubhouse was built 25 years ago.

The Oregon Department of Aviation initially was only going to offer us a 5-15 year renewal, and that was AFTER we paid for a licensed 
Structural Engineer to come out and inspect the building and create a report of any issues. In communication with the State Airport Manager 
and his team, we offered for them to come out and visit our facility (they had never been inside our building).

 After that visit (which included a ride in the new Redbird Simulator), they said they could move forward with a 20+ year lease, but asked for 
some information to justify this, like the costs incurred in building the Clubhouse and improvements and future plans.

We created the following document for them to provide them that information and on how our chapter benefits aviation at 7S5. Upon receiving 
that, we have been given a 20 year lease renewal with a 5 year extension, with no building inspection requirement. I thought I would include 
this document in the TALEDRAGGER as it shows the history of EAA 292 at Independence and how great of an asset we are here.

HISTORY 
Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) Chapter 292 was 
originally formed in 1967 to serve EAA members in the Mid-
Willamette Valley area.  Early meetings of the club were held 
in Albany, Salem, Corvallis and the surrounding area.  In the 
mid-1970s, the club purchased (or built) a small hangar on the 
North end of the then new Independence State Airport to use 
as a Clubhouse and Shop.  Sometime in the 90’s with the club 
growing, a larger facility was planned.

NEW CLUBHOUSE / HANGAR CONSTRUCTION 1998 
In going back through the club records, not everything was 
well preserved as to construction costs when the new building 
and hangars were built in the 1998.  It is important to point out 
that EAA 292 is an all-volunteer organization, there are no paid 
positions in the chapter.  The club members elect officers every 2 
years to head up the chapter.  

To fund the construction, a Line of Credit was taken out for 
$75,000. From the treasure reports, $49,857 of that was used. 
The rest of the construction was financed by member donations 
to the Chapter, which amounted to over $20,000. So total cost 
of construction was around $70,000, not including thousands 
of hours of labor provided by members (well documented in 

a picture book kept at the chapter clubhouse that shows the 
construction).

Around the time of the new facility completion, the original 
small hangar at the North end of the 7S5 (site #7) that was the 
former Clubhouse was sold on May 29, 1998 for $29,800.  Those 
funds were used to pay down the construction loan.  Also, the 
loan was then refinanced and the bank records show they listed 
the market value of the new building / hangars at $128,000.

In June of 2004, the loan was completely paid off through 
donations, membership dues and Aircraft Build Space rental 
income (providing space for members to build or restore aircraft).

HANGAR EXPANSION 2017 
In 2017 the Chapter moved forward with expanding the South 
Hangar with a 40’X60’ steel building extending the hangar to the 
West (toward the ramp).  Records show that expenses incurred 
to build the hangar and modify the existing wood hangar was 
$75,243.66 as of 12/5/17 (that was around the completion date 
and when it was put into use).  Again, untold thousands of hours 
of member provided labor were used to assemble and build out 
the hangar.  

EAA Chapter 292 Clubhouse 
and Hangars at 7S5
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in mid-2022 for a total 
material costs of $7,616, 
plus untold member 
hours.

Along with the RC-1 simu-
lator, the new Redbird FMX 
sim is now operational 
and members are getting 
checked out to  
use it.  Also planned is flight  
training for our Youth program through use of the simulators. 

EAA CHAPTER 292 TODAY 
The 56-year history of EAA Chapter 292 (with nearly 50 years at 
Independence) shows that we are a strong supporter of Aviation 
at 7S5 and we treat our home in the Clubhouse as Owners of 
our facility, not renters.  We have over 240 members (plus family 
members) and gradually growing.  Our members take pride in 
supporting and maintaining the clubhouse.  EAA 292 is among 
the largest and most active chapters in EAA. Of the around 1000 
EAA chapters, 292 has been an award-winning and in the top 5% 
of chapters every year for the last several years.

Our Clubhouse is the focal point of activity at 7S5.  Our meeting 
room is used by a multitude of different groups around the 
airport and community, including other aviation clubs, the 
Airpark Homeowners Associations and other social groups.  And 
our Annual Fly-In and STOL competition is well attended.

About 45% of the members of EAA 292 are members from the 
adjacent Independence Airparks.  The rest are from surrounding 
areas.  This shows we draw aviation people to 7S5.

Our Youth programs have supported many teens getting 
into Aviation carriers through our Scholarship Flight Training 
programs, Young Eagles (giving teens rides in airplanes), Teen 
Aviation Weekend, (the next one is scheduled for February 18th 
and 19th 2023), our Youth Build (where teens help build aircraft), 
and our Flight Simulators.  A number of our members work as 
Mentors with the Youth Group and we have been working hard 
to draw young people into Aviation.  We are a recognized 501(c)3 
organization with a large portion of the donations received are 
to specifically support our Youth programs.

We have been assembling the funds to do further expansion 
of the facility.  The exact size of a future addition is still being 

Membership dues, donations, and space rental income from 
over the years paid for this expansion.  No loan was taken out by 
the chapter to fund this. 

BUILDING REPAINTING - SEPTEMBER 2018 
After the completion of the South Hangar Expansion the rest of 
the building was completely repainted with the only expenses 
being the cost of materials, as members provided all the labor.  
The exterior of the building still looks very good today.  When it 
needs it again, no question it would be handled the same way.  
Maintenance is done by members as needed.

TOOL ROOM – MARCH 2019 
A room was built inside the Clubhouse in 2019 to house a large 
number of shop tools that had been donated to the chapter and 
made available to members to use.  The wall between the new 
Tool Room and the Meeting Room was built for maximum sound 
deadening, so that the tools could be used without interfering 
with activities going on in the Meeting Room. In addition, the 
wall was configured to support AV equipment with speakers 
and large screen television displays for the Meeting Room.  
Reports show we spent $8,329.79 in materials to build the room, 
including the purchase of a large screen TV mounted on the 
new wall for the meeting room.  Again, all labor was done by the 
membership.

SIMULATOR / TRAINING ROOM 2022 
In 2008 the Chapter acquired an Elite RC-1 Flight Simulator and 
it was installed in a small room off of the main meeting room.  
This got quite a bit of use through the years for members to train 
and keep current.  A number of people used this to assist them 
to get further pilot ratings.

In late 2021, Chuck West, one of our members came across a 
Redbird FMX Full Motion Flight Simulator that was for sale.  The 
Chapter made the decision to purchase this simulator.  

Working with the manufacture we have upgraded this FMX 
simulator to match the current production version.  We now 
have a total investment in this simulator of under $30,000.  New, 
the FMX sells for around $70,000.

Now we needed a new space to place it.  It was decided to 
build a 16’ X 32’ simulator and training room, large enough to 
house both simulators and have space for classroom training.  
This was built inside of the South hangar.  This was completed 

Elite RC-1 Flight Simulator

New training room with Redbird FMX

Chuck West with Young eagle in FMX

EAA 292 Has a New Lease — Continued
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examined based on anticipated needs.  But adding up to an 
additional 7,000sf of space for more members to build aircraft, 
a larger meeting room, and other facilities has been proposed 
and does not seem out of the question.  If that size expansion 
is done, this would fill out the entire gravel area between the 
existing building and the ramp and would greatly increase the 
ground rent paid to the State.

But any large additional investments by 292 would require 
reassurance to our members that we will continue as Owners 
(not renters) of our facility for a very long time.  We request a 
Ground Lease of at least 25 years.  Odds are extremely high we 
will still be here and thriving. 

Teen Aviation Weekend at EAA Chapter 292 (April 2022)

Membership Meeting January 14th, 2023

Only the second public viewing (after Oshkosh) of the Van’s RV-15 prototype was at the EAA 292 in August 2022.

Pictures of current Youth Build project, a Van’s RV-12is.

EAA 292 Has a New Lease — Continued


