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June 11th is EAA 292 Young Eagles Day 

Our next Meeting will be on July 9th at 10AM 
Membership to EAA292 is $35 per year, due January 1st 

Online registration is available through www.eaa292.org or mail check to: 

EAA Chapter 292, 4803 Airport Rd.   Independence, Oregon, 97351 

 

President’s Message 
 

As we come into Summer, it’s time to roll-out the “cliches” for 
our Summer events, we need “All Hands On-Deck,” and it’s 
“Time to Buckle-Up” and “Hold-On Tight”, because “When the 
Going Gets Tough, The Tough Get Going!” All kidding aside, there 
is a lot to-do and we need lots of help as we get ready for all the 
upcoming activities and events! Nearly every event can use more 
volunteers, so it’s time to “Roll up our sleeves!” 

 
Young Eagles 
Just a reminder that in June, we will NOT be holding a regular Chapter meeting. 
Instead, on Saturday June 11, 2022, we’ll be holding our Spring Young Eagles 
Rally. As usual, this date coincides with EAA International Young Eagle Day! 
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/international-young-eagles-day-second-
saturday-in-june/  
We expect this to be a “high turnout” event, so we’re going to need a lot of help. 
Just a “heads-up” on a couple of items: 

1) This date is only 1 week ahead of our EAA 292 Fly-In & STOL Expo! 
2) Remember that you need to take your Youth Protection. Simply click here  and follow the 

directions for the brief training and certificate https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-
protection-policy-and-program . When finished, send your certificate to Cindy Woodworth at 
cindywoodworth1@gmail.com  

 

Redbird Simulator Approval 
Thanks to everyone who sent in their vote for the approval to move forward with the purchase of the 
Redbird simulator. We received enough votes to constitute a quorum and majority. The motion 
passed with nearly 82% voting to proceed. 

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/international-young-eagles-day-second-saturday-in-june/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/international-young-eagles-day-second-saturday-in-june/
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-protection-policy-and-program
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-protection-policy-and-program
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-protection-policy-and-program
mailto:cindywoodworth1@gmail.com
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The Board recognizes that this was not a unanimous vote, and in fact, some members were fairly-vocal 
with their opposition. We’re hoping that in the end, we can all come together, despite our varied 
opinions, and support this cause. I want to remind everyone that this is a volunteer organization. If a 
majority of the members want to take the Chapter in a particular direction or make a significant 
investment, that’s what the Board will usually go-along with. I want to thank everyone who helped us 
get through the “process” and I especially want to thank Chuck West for creating this great 
opportunity! For those of you who made additional comments on the voting form, thank you. Every 
one of your confidential comments were read by Jerry Pryce and I (without names of course), and were 
considered in the final determination. 

 
EAA National Membership Survey Results 
EAA has recently completed the review and collation of the results 
from the 2021 Chapter Member Survey. This document reviews the 
survey by breaking down the results for the entire chapter network. 
Highlighted will be the themes and learnings found throughout the 
survey, and what your chapter can glean from this information. This 
helps the chapter interpret your individual results and provide great 
information to the board. EAA then encourages the Board to use these 
learnings to help provide a more valuable experience for the 
members. 

First of all, thank you to the 109 Chapter members who responded to this survey request from National. 
Each Chapter gets “graded” not only on the results, but by the number of members who participate. 
When this went out last Winter, 109 would have represented about 50% of our members, which I 
believe is a good representation. Remember, when you receive this request next year, please respond 
(and we will remind you too!) 

In general, our scores were stellar, and I can’t even imagine a Chapter scoring any higher that we did. 
From the ~35 questions, I focused in on the ones that I thought were interesting or beneficial to our 
Chapter. I won’t bore you with each-and-every detail, but I do want to share some general themes that I 
found unsurprising, but none-the-less interesting. 
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Skills/Ratings/Endorsements & Hours 

This surprised me just a little. Our Chapter is heavily weighted toward highly-trained, and high-time 
pilots. I would not have entirely guessed that. 

 

 

Reasons that members joined our Chapter 292 (not EAA overall) 

 

“I wanted to join the 
best Chapter in the 

country!” 

(My favorite comment from this question!) 



The Taledragger June 2022 EAA Chapter 292 
    

4 
 

How active is your chapter in the following activities? 

The answers to this question were interesting to read because it tells me the Chapter activities that 
members are aware of. It implies that we are doing a good job communicating and sharing information. 

 

How important are the previous activities? 

This is a critical question! Just because the membership is aware of the activities, are they the “Right” 
activities that the Chapter should be focusing on? From the responses, we have a very diversified 
membership with lots of varying interests. This will help us guide our program content. We have our work 
cut out for us! 
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What is one thing you would recommend which would improve your chapter? 

From the 109 responses, 74 members added a comment about what they thought could be changed 
about the Chapter to make it more successful. I took the liberty of grouping the responses: 

 

By far, the majority of the responses were very positive and that the Chapter should just remain on-
course continuing “doing what it’s doing!” The Misc category was a catch-all for comments. There were 
multiple ideas about how to come out of COVID, changing meeting dates/times etc. There were also 
multiple requests about simulcasting our meetings on-line, thus making them “hybrid” (we’re discussing 
this). Facilities and Space mainly called for the upcoming hangar expansion and more build spaces 
(although our current build-slot list doesn’t necessarily support these comments) 

Fore Volunteers & Succession, there was a definite theme to get more members involved and active. 
Although the current Leadership team received many kudos for how it’s operating (thanks for all those 
comments), it was also recognized that like most clubs, the majority of the work was being done by less 
than 10% of the members.  And currently the Chapter has no formal succession strategy to develop new 
members for the Board and Officer positions. This is an area we’re going to focus on this summer. More 
to come on this… 

 

Selling Chapter Aerolite 103 
For the past year, we’ve had a group of Chapter 
volunteers rebuilding an Experimental Aerolite 103. This 
effort was led by Ernie Moreno and the Builders Group. 
At the end of the project, the complete 3-axis aircraft 
was donated to the Chapter. If you add-up all the 
modifications that were included, the total would be 
~$35K. The Chapter would like to sell this “Fat Ultralight” ASAP, is asking $21,995, and would prefer to 
sell this to a Chapter member or friend of the Chapter. With the 50HP Hirth engine, this will be quite a 
performer! 
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Specs: Beautiful, Brand- TTAF&E 0 hours. 
Hirth F23 50ph.  Broken in per Manufacturer for 5 hrs.  Warp Drive 3 bladed prop. 
 
Sail Upgrade, 6" Wheel Pants, Gear Leg Fairings, Strut Fairings. 
10-Gal Tank upgrade, Grand Rapids EIS Digital Instrument 
Package, Microair 760 Radio. 
 
Registered as Experimental Amateur Built. May be flown by a 
Light Sport Pilot.  
 
Airworthiness Certificate January 2022.  Price: $21,995 
Located at 7S5, Independence, Oregon 
Contact:  Denny Fuhrman, 503 348 2294,  
dfuhrman817@gmail.com 
 

 
 
More Master Pilot Awards 
We’d missed a few of the Master Pilot awards because of the recipients now being available. At the May Chapter 
meeting, we were finally able to catch up with a few more Congratulations to John Sedey and Jim Hubele! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blue Skies! 
Mike Kelley 
President 
 

 
 
 

mailto:dfuhrman817@gmail.com
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Meeting Minutes 
Board Meeting 5/14/22 

• In attendance - Dave Ullman, John & Peggy Roberts, Vince Homer, Dennis Fuhrman, Andy Dunkan, Chuck 

West, Jerry Pryce by phone, Ernie Moreno 

• Jerry is out sick, so Dave Ullman is running the meeting. 

• John went over the budget numbers 

• Membership currently stands at 192 Regular, 27 Lifetime (219 voting), and 8 Students. 

• Chuck and Jerry discussed the funding of the simulator. Chuck said he has 5 new Lifetime Members joining 

due to the Simulator and a total of $11,600 in contributions to help get this going.  Other than the current 

simulator fund, no additional funds should be needed from the General Fund to get the simulator set up. 

• Jerry reported we have a quorum if we need to do a vote on anything 

• Youth 

o Dave talked about the YAW. 20 more on a wait list. We plan a second event in the fall. 18 kids 

participated. All reported it was a great event. 

o Denny reported the RV12 interior got painted last week. Waiting on avionics package. Starting to 

do prep work. Need more youth mentors to help. 

• Insurance issue - Andy. Discussion on the issue of only 2 builders have liability insurance. Rent collections 

are falling behind. A process needs to be developed to track rent payments. Andy and John will work out a 

process 

o Vince talked about the issue of not having liability insurance for use of the building for non EAA 

activities. Vince is working on quotes for this coverage. 

o Vince made a motion that a statement be sent to the renters June 1 to each renter, of statement 

of what they have paid and what it’s owed, including a new rental agreement. Rich second.  

Unanimous vote, motion passes. 

o Vince is working on seeing if we can get a quote for a blanket coverage for the Work Spaces, as 

well as for the outside use of the Meeting Room. 

o Discussion about simulator liability coverage. Chuck will be checking with National on how this 

could be covered. 

• Safety programs - VMC / IMC - going well, about 25 folks on average attend each meeting. 

• Ernie - Aerolight 130 will be actively marketed to be sold.  We have a Gipsy Project which could be the 

next Kid’s project after the RV-12 is completed. 

• Fly-In discussion.  We will be holding another meeting next week as well as a STOL practice. 

• Team Building Workshop - Dave discussed putting together a program to find future leaders. 

o ROBB reports from board members needed. 

• Chuck mentioned that he can get a drop ceiling for the building. 

o Discussion. Jerry will help Chuck with putting together a proposal for the drop ceiling.   

o Chuck will be looking for volunteers to help take down the ceiling when needed. 

• We held a discussion about the hangar door that is stored on the side of the building.   

o Chuck offered to sell the door, John made a motion to sell, Dave seconded. Motion passed. 

• Meeting ended at 9:35 

General meeting 5/14/22 
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• Dave Ullman standing in for Jerry opened the meeting at 10:05 

• Dave introduced Joe Malahan 
and Curt Crowley from the 
FAA who presented Wright 
Brother’s Master Pilot Award 
to John Sedey.  

o John described is 
early days of flying 
and learning to work 
on B-29’s in the Army 
Air Corps.  

• Jim Hubele awarded the 
Wright Brother’s Master Pilot 
and the Charles Taylor 
Master Mechanic awards 

o Jim thanked Chuck West for getting everyone working on getting these awards. 
o Jim talked about his early experiences. In the air force and working on Johnston Island. 

• David had visitors introduce them selves 
o Nathan Schenk - student pilot and has purchased an RV-6 project.  Nathan joined the chapter at 

the meeting. 

• John gave the treasure and membership report. 

• Facilities – Statements and new rental contracts to go out first week of June to build spaces occupants to 
reflect new rental rates. 

• Youth 
o Dave reported the Young Eagles event coming up next month and we still are looking for help.  
o Kids can sign up through the National YE site. TAW went very smooth. 20 kids waiting for second 

program that will happen in the Fall.  
o Youth RV-12 build update- Henry painted the interior, some upholstery going in.  We are waiting 

on the Avionics kit, 

• Fly-in update. We are just over a month out.  We will have a planning meeting next week, as well as a 
STOL practice 

• VMC-IMC updates.  Mike Short reports we are getting a good turn-out for the meetings held the first 
Monday of each month at 7PM. 

• Lancair update. Looking for additional help to finish it up. Cylinders are back. 

• Chuck discussed the sim project. He showed a list of folks that have donated to the new sim. 

• Break 

• After the break Dave introduced Vince Dunn that 
build his own propeller for his Pietenpol.  Vince 
went over the steps of designing and building a 
wooden prop. 

• Dave ended the meeting at 11:35. 

• We had 47 members present plus many family 
members from John Sedey and Jim Hubele.  
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EAA Chapter 292 Board Members 
• President –   Mike Kelley 
• Vice President-   Jerry Pryce 

• Secretary -   Rich Harrison 
• Treasurer -   John Roberts 

Members of the board can be contacted through the Chapter email at eaa292@gmail.com 
 

Youth 
Teen Aviation Weekend Recap 

Dave Ullman 
The first Teen Aviation Weekend (TAW) in two years was held in the EAA clubhouse on April 23-24.  Eighteen 
young people ranging in age from 13 to 18 took part. Over thirty EAA 292 volunteers introduced them to aviation 
over the two days. The activities on Saturday included: 

•   Taking a hangar tour of airplanes dating from 1916 to today. During the tour, they learned not only the 
history of aviation but explored 
how they are built and fly. 
Thanks to the hangar owners: 
Brian and Carol Dalton, Gary 
McCormick, Curt Anderson, 
David Ullman, the Youth Build 
group, and Barnaby Wainfan at 
the clubhouse. Also, thanks to 
the group leaders, Bruce Patton, 
Denny Fuhrman, Bill Higdon, and 
Vincent Homer. 

mailto:eaa292@gmail.com
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•   Learning how UVAvs (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) work and the jobs they do. Ron Singh gave a 
demonstration where the teens learned how UAVs turn and move in different directions. He turned a 
potentially confusing topic into an interactive session.  

•   Deborah Plymate helping the teens understand how weather affects airplane flight. 

•   Plotting a course from here to Astoria 
while developing a flight plan under the 
direction of Dan Kirkpatrick. 
 

•   Building and flying model airplanes. Scott 
Bragg led them through making hand-
launched gliders.  

Then, with the help of many volunteers, they balanced and 
trimmed them until they could glide decently (sort of). 

  
Sunday’s activities included: 

•   Building an airplane part out of aluminum. 
Vincent Homer and Kristen Taylor helped 
them make and rivet aluminum parts 
without any bloodletting. 

•   Flying a simulator. Al Cleveland and his 
colleagues from the Salem RC Pilots 
Association helped the teens learn how to 
fly and crash airplanes. Bob Henderson 
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•   Touring a Reach medical helicopter. Derek Ham, 
father of Darin (one of our youth build teens) and 
pilot for Reach brought in one of their life flight 
helicopters for a tour. 
 
 
 

•   Experiencing a Young Eagles flight. Thanks to Cindy 
Woodworth for organizing. Pilots included Dan Kirkpatrick, David Wright, Henry Bartle, John Horn, Pat 
Hatfield, Rich Harrison, and Collin Gyenes. 

•   A career fair. Representatives from various careers gave brief introductions and then offered one-on-one 
conversations with the teens. Presenters included: 

 
• Medical helicopter pilot: Derek 
Ham and his Reach colleagues 
• FAA: Curt Cowley 
• Engineering: Frank Brown and 
Barnaby Wainfan 
• Commercial Pilot, Tom Deckard 
• A&P , Kyle and Kevin Deckard 
• UAVs, Solomon Singer (Lane 
Community College) 
  
Registration was handled by Ineke 
Barnes and Peggy Roberts. Jennifer 
Scott helped in many ways, especially 

making sure we were fed. She is a newbie to aviation and sat in and helped on many of the activities to learn more 
about aviation. Brandi Taylor patently took all the pictures shown here (and many more). Many others helped with 
activities. If I left anyone out of the list above, my apologies. 
The weather could not have been better. We lucked out. We have 21 more teens on a waiting list for a fall repeat 
of the event. We picked up one additional teen for the Saturday build, possibly two. 
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Rodrigo Morales – a Chapter 292 Success Story 
Deb Origer 

Rodrigo Morales came to Chapter 292’s Teen Build Program as a high school student and now he is in his mid-
twenties. He is a graduate of the Lane Community College Aviation Program with a private certificate and since has 
earned additional ratings.  

When Rodrigo learned that his private certificate would 
be restricted due to a special color blindness he was, to 
say the least, devastated. However, he is a fortunate 
young man who is supported by family. His mother, Flor 
and his brother, Kevin certainly have a positive presence. 
There are others who have supported Rodrigo too.   

Mike Ryer, Steve Heinrich, and Anders Walter have 
provided old fashion comradery most Saturdays by flying 
Mike and Steve’s airplanes before sharing a specially 
prepared hangar lunch, celebrating birthdays, and fixing 
what needs to be fixed on any one of the airplanes! This 
is truly the spirit of aviation, EAA, and Chapter 292: 
supporting each other, especially our youth who 
persevere and aspire to be professionals within the 
aviation industry.  

RV-12 Youth Build Update 
Al Cleveland 
provided these 
photos of the RV-12.  
The engine 
installation is moving 
along, and the 
upholstery is going in 
after the interior was 
painted by Henry 
Bartle.  They are 
expecting the 
avionics package to 
be arriving soon from 
Vans, and they have 
started doing prep 
work for it. 

 
Looks like they are at the 90% done, 90% to go stage! 
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Thanks to Robin Reid’s suggestion, Rodrigo decided to pursue Ag 
Flying training. Recently, Rodrigo completed a month-long program in 
Missouri and earned a certificate to fly ag planes! 

Rodrigo is moving next week to southwestern Indiana where he has 
accepted an ag flying job.  Ed Air Inc. is owned by Ed and Lisa 
Huddleson. Eddie, their son, does the flying and spraying. Rodrigo will 
begin with learning to load the spray plane and eventually work his 
way into piloting. When spraying season ends the crew focuses on 
maintenance of equipment and maintaining the surrounding 
property. Rodrigo not only has a job but also a beautiful house that he 
is renting from the Huddlesons!  

 
 

On behalf of EAA Chapter 292, sincere congratulations for your achievements! And the best to you as you begin a 
new chapter in your life! 

Redbird Project Status – Chuck West 
The EAA 292 Simulator Project 
consists of the construction of a 16 ft. 
x 32 ft. x 8 ft. training room in the 
South East corner of our building. It 
will have two 4 ft. x 4 ft. viewing 
windows, a 3 ft. door, and a Mini Split 
Heat Pump. The space will 
accommodate the Redbird FMX, the 
Elite RC1 Simulator, and several study 
cubicles with computers. 

The construction steps are listed 
below. The underlined tasks will be 
completed in sequence which defines a minimum project estimate of 9-weeks. Non-underlined tasks 
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require 6-weeks and could be completed in parallel with enough help. Otherwise, the project estimate 
would increase for total of 15-weeks. 

Project Steps: 

1. Clear the allocated floor space by June 1 
2. Purchase and install metal stud frame walls (1-

week, 4 people) 
3. Purchase and install electrical and data runs 

(2-weeks, 3 people) 
4. Purchase and install mini-split heat pump (1-

week, 2 people) 
5. Purchase and install exterior drywall (1-week, 

5 people) 
6. Purchase and install insulation (1-week, 2 

people) 
7. Purchase and install interior drywall (1-week, 5 

people) 
8. Tape and paint (1-week, 3 people) 
9. Install windows and door (1-week, 2 people) 
10. Install ceiling (1-week, 4 people) 
11. Install Redbird (2-weeks, 6 people) 
12. Install carpet (3-days, 2 people) 
13. Install cubicles (1week, 3 people) 
14. Install Elite RC1 simulator (1 week, 2 people) 

Note; the total cost as projected in the approved project proposal has been covered by funding pledges. 
Also, due to interest in this project an additional $2500 from life-time membership sales will be 
contributed to the General fund. 

To achieve this schedule, we need volunteers. Please contact Chuck West at (503) 507-4209 and 
n2532z@hotmail.com  if you feel you can support the construction and/or material acquisition, transport 
and handling.  

 
 

Builder Reports 
Kitfox Update – Steve Sands 

Steve gave the following update on his project… 
1. I've been receiving incredible support, guidance and direction from Ernie Moreno and Denny 
Fuhrman. This is my first airplane and they've been crucial to helping me understand what to do but also 
guiding me from a quality perspective. I owe them all of that. 
2. I passed my smoke test - the smoke came from the continuous duty solenoid that I had installed 
incorrectly. Other than that, everything else worked perfectly.  
 

mailto:n2532z@hotmail.com
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3. Well, Henry is replacing the ELT. It will trigger and transmit. . . just won't turn off, like ever. Unless you 
take the batteries out. 
 
4. I've built 20 new wing ribs.  
 
5. I shipped the bottom end of the Rotax 582 to Lockwood in 
Florida and they 
milled/installed a 
ceramic water 
seal which is the 
key piece to 
upgrade the older 
582's to a safer 
design. The newer 
engines had that 
seal put in to 
prevent the old 
seals from leaking water into the crankcase. 
 

6. You can see that I am working through the fuselage fabric 
and the bazillion tapes. This Kitfox uses 1.7 oz Dacron and 
I've been learning, again with Ernie's great guidance, to put 
fabric on, shrink and paint and apply tapes, etc. 
 
7. The tail feathers are all done as well. 
 
 
  Ed - Looking Great Steve! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


