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Our next Meeting will be on November 12th @ 10AM 

Membership to EAA292 is $35 per year, due January 1st 

Beat the rush…Start thinking about paying your 2023 dues now! 
Online registration is available through www.eaa292.org or mail check to: 

EAA Chapter 292, 4803 Airport Rd.   Independence, Oregon, 97351 

 

President’s Message 
November Elections, Potential Trouble Ahead 
At the October 8th Chapter meeting, we conducted nominations for the 
Executive Officers positions to be voted on in November and filled 
beginning January 1, 2023.  As you are by now aware, Jerry Pryce and I 
(Mike Kelley) will be stepping down from our President and VP 
positions. Although we had nominations for the VP and Trustee 
positions, the slot for the President remains open. Out of our 230+ 
members, no one has been willing to volunteer for the position.  
 
Please understand this, without a President there can be no Chapter 292. If the slot is not filled by 
January, the Chapter will officially dissolve and the assets, including the clubhouse, will be reassigned 
to others. 
 
I’ve heard the talk that “of course someone will volunteer…they always do.” The problem with this line 
of thinking is that it’s went on for way too long. Everyone has been depending on someone else to do 
the work. This is a volunteer organization, and it only exists for the benefit of the members. The term 
for President is only two years. I’ve held the position for 4 years after agreeing to serve for a 2nd term 
when no one else stepped up. Before me, Al Cleveland returned to serve for a 2nd term when no one 
else volunteered. Before that, Dave Ullman served for 5-6 years before finally having Al replace him.  
 
Everyone also talks about how great this Chapter is. I truly agree that EAA 292 is one of the top 
Chapters in the nation. However, like other volunteer organizations, we can’t continue to be 
successful by relying on the same few individuals over-and-over.  Not developing new members and a 
line of Officer succession is probably one of our Chapter’s greatest failures, and it’s one that we’ve 
worked very hard to solve this past year. 
 
I’m asking each of you to give the position of President some serious thought. It’s not unheard of for a 
new member to step into a Board Leadership role. If not yourself, think about those members around 
you that you know, and consider nominating them for the position! Knowledge and experience are 
not as important for these positions as Teamwork, Cooperation, and Consensus-Building. This issue is 
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quicky entering the “critical” phase. Please contact myself or any other Board member to discuss your 
thoughts and ideas. 
 

Long-Term Planning Meeting 
So far this year, we’ve held an “orientation” meeting for 
new members, and we held a “volunteer & teambuilding” 
workshop to define and review all the positions available 
within the Chapter. We’re now planning a 3rd, “Long-
Term” planning workshop that will lay out a 3-5 year plan. 
EAA National refers to this as a Chapter “Flightplan.” 
Although this plan isn’t required, it’s a hallmark of well-
organized and run chapter.  EAA 292 has already conducted several of these sessions over the past 
several years. With everything going on, it makes sense to conduct another one to firm up our plans. 
Unfortunately, the interactive discussion format of this meeting doesn’t accommodate a large number 
of participants, so we are going to be limiting this meeting to 20-25 “active” members. Please do not 
feel slighted if you don’t receive an invitation to participate. If you feel strongly that you need to be 
there and your ideas need to be heard, contact myself, Jerry Pryce, or Dave Ullman, who are putting 
the meeting together. The Board will then present the plan to the general membership at a later date.  
 

Congratulations Gretchen & Paul! 
Chapter members Gretchen Dewitte and Paul Franklin recently exchanged 
their wedding vows on October 15th in Las Vegas. (They thought that was a 
valid reason to miss the monthly Chapter meeting on the 14th!) 
Congratulations to Gretchen and Paul! (Their photo was shamelessly lifted 
from Paul’s Facebook page) 
 
BTW – Gretchen recently took possession of an Aeroprakt LSA. The 
Aeroprakt has a 50" wide cabin, very easy entry and exit, Stalls at 35 Mph, 
Cruises 100-110 mph, Empty wt 680-740, Payload 600 lb, "STOL" but with 
good cruise and comfort. 100-400' takeoff roll. Paul & Gretchen will give a 
presentation on it at the November 12 meeting. Be sure to attend! 
 

Mike’s Tell-Tale (To -B or Not to -B, … ADS-B that is) 
In last month’s letter, I promised that I would bring you some of the details of flying my Lancair from 
Independence to Florida, and how I expected that to be an easy flight because it was faster, could fly 
higher, had oxygen and autopilot, and could be flown on instruments. In fact, it wasn’t an easy flight 
and I thought I’d tell parts of the story for you. 
 
I took off from 7S5 on September 15th ~6 am…it was still very dark outside.  The weather forecast was 
VMC most of the way with some stretches of IMC around Boise and Rawlins. I had planned to file IFR 
anyway for the entire trip anyway because since I’d earned my IFR ticket 2 years ago, I hadn’t done 
much “real” IFR flying, and I needed the experience. It’s a good thing I did!  It was a long flight plan, so 

I chose to use “GPS preferred airways” for the trip. (the “Blue” vectors on the IFR Low map 😊) 
The plan looked like this:  
7S5 CUPRI T302 ADEXE ALKAL T302 TOXEE T302 JADUP T302 MIKAE T302 MBW V85 LAR V4 WISER KGXY 

Paul and Gretchen 
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I can’t tell you how relieved I was when I called to pick up my clearance and ATC came back “Cleared 
As Filed.” I was off to a great start! However, that changed right after I took off. There was a thin layer 
just north of 7S5 which I realized as I climbed through 100-200 ft. It wasn’t a big deal, except my take-
off & landing lights were blinding me in the clouds! I knew “about” where the rocker switch was to 
turn them off so it wasn’t much of an issue, just unexpected, and less than a minute later I broke out 
on top. There is just something magical about those moments.

 
My reverie didn’t last long because while I was climbing out, ATC called me up with a strange request. 
It was something like “Lancair N164MK, we’re got a couple of additional waypoints we’d like you to 
add to your route…” Hold on a minute…that’s not fair! I’ve got this beautiful (and cleared) flightplan 
entered and you want me to edit it? Now? So, full disclosure. I’m pretty good at entering a flightplan 
into the nav system (I’d programmed both the AFS 5800 and the Garmin 430W), but I didn’t have 
much experience editing an existing program. After “waddling” around the sky for a few minutes I 
finally just asked ATC for a vector to the first new waypoint while I got myself organized. It didn’t 
seem to bother them at all, and it really helped me out. 
 
Unlike my Sonex trip, there wasn’t much wind at any altitude, so I got the waypoints entered, turned 
on the autopilot, and kicked-back to enjoy the 5 hr flight. I hit a few small patches of IMC around Boise 
as expected, and rather than navigate around, I just flew through them. I could get to like this IFR 
flying! 
 
Just past Boise though, around central Wyoming, I hit solid IMC. I’m not talking patches…it was 
“soup!” The surprising thing for me is that the flight was reasonably smooth for being in the cloud. I 
was expecting medium turbulence and it was just light. While I was in the clouds, ATC came on and 
asked me if I’d like to be cleared further out to some future waypoint. I got caught off-guard by the 
“nice” request and had to look at my flightplan so that I could “maximize” the shortcut.  I called back 
and asked to be cleared to a waypoint about 150 miles out, and they came back “cleared.”  But, I was 
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in the clouds for over an hour. Flying at 12,000’ I didn’t want to go any higher because the freezing 
level was ~13,000 and I was watching the OAT which dipped to 35 degs at the lowest. Although the 
IMC was totally uneventful, I was glad to finally break out of it as I entered Colorado. 
 

   
In the "soup" and finally breaking out. 

 
There were afternoon thunderstorms forecast for Colorado and Kansas, so I had decided to put down 
in Greeley, CO (KGXY), which I did and tucked in for the night at a local hotel. Getting up early on the 
16th, I again had the problem of getting a ride to the airport. There were no Uber cars out, but after 30 
minutes, I was able to get a Lyft. This is the downside of staying in smaller towns.  
 
The forecast for the flight was VFR, with a few storm cells still lingering over Kansas, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas. So instead of IFR, I just picked up Flight-Following. As you can see in the photos below, I 
could see the cells 100-200 miles out both visually and on ADSB. However, ADS-B shows clean 
separation between the cells. It “really” wasn’t that way. There was a fairly thick layer that stretched 
from cell-to-cell. I waited until I was ~50 miles from the layer and then told ATC that I had weather 
ahead, and asked if they could clear me to KXNA (Northwest Arkansas Ntl).  
 

      
 
They did and I was through the layer “easy-peasy.” I did get some photos to the left and right sides of 
the plane of the developing cells! 
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I had made good time that day and landed at Starkville, MS. I originally had planned to spend the 
night there due to thunderstorms in Florida, but it was only 2 pm, past the time of the storms, and the 
forecast called for the storms to continue dissipating the rest of the afternoon.  I had a straight, VFR,  
2 hr flight down the coastline and I’d be able to sleep in my own bed that night! 
 

 
A nice, clear, 2-hr flight down the coast was forecast. ADS-B sort-of confirmed. 

So I picked-up some fuel (I had enough to make it, but you can never have too much!). climbed back in 
the plane and departed for my (new) home. All I had to do was keep the coastline off the left wing. 
Even though I thought I wouldn’t need it, I requested and received flight following.  
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The beginning of this leg was easy. Just follow the coastline around the big fluffy clouds. However, I 
got the first indication that all was not well when I had to keep veering west, farther out over the gulf 
to avoid the clouds ahead. And I noticed that the clouds were not dissipating, they appeared to be 
rebuilding! I wasn’t the only one noticing. ATC comms were alive with requests from commercial 
flights around Tampa, Tallahassee, Orlando and even Jacksonville asking for deviations. 
 

 
 
I had to make a decision. I had plenty of fuel to turn around and go back, or I could continue on South 
to see if I could go around the weather, or I could just request a pop-up clearance and fly though it. 
Airlines were reporting tops between 26-30K so it wasn’t extremely convective, but I still didn’t want 
to fly through it. Because I had plenty of fuel, so I decided to continue flying South and look for an 
opportunity to break through between cells. 
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However, I noticed something peculiar. What I was watching on the ADS-B screen didn’t match what I 
was seeing out the window! The cells were building and dissipating much faster in “real time” than 
the update on my ADS-B screen! (I remember hearing about the 10-15 minute delay a long time ago, 
but I just hadn’t experienced it!). Recognizing the problem, I decided to ask ATC if they could give me 
a “real-time” vector through the cells. They told me to wait about 7 minutes and prepare to turn East. 
I stared at my screen because it looked like he was having me turn right into the strongest part of a 
cell. The screenshot on the left (above) was when I asked ATC for a vector. Note the location of the 
cells relative to KCGC (Crystal River). Before I turned, I re-confirmed again with ATC, and then made 
the turn. In fact, my ADS-B updated right after that and showed that I’d went just North of the cell 
(shown on the right screen shot). At that point, I was in heavy, heavy rain, but was now on the East 
side of the cell. I requested an altitude change from ATC, and they responded with something like 
“course AND altitude deviation approved at your discretion…you’re the only traffic in the area!”  
 
Remembering my training, I set up for an RNAV approach into my home field at Inverness, FL, KINF. 
I’m fortunate that there’s are “easy” RNAV approaches for both North & South runways. I was totally 
ready, but instead broke out of the clouds ~4,000 ft and made an uneventful visual approach landing 
though the rain. 
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Wow - Did I go way out over the Gulf! 

Here was my flight as recorded by FlightAware. Remember that it captures the weather when the 
flight terminates, so the cells have been breaking up when I landed. Notice how far over the Gulf I 
ended up diverting. I actually had no idea because the coastline was covered up by the cells! 
 

 
N164MK on the ground waiting for a hangar. 

Lessons Learned: 
1) IFR is great. It can actually reduce the cockpit workload (IMHO). 
2) IFR does increase your risk-level acceptance regarding weather conditions. 
3) ADS-B helps, but don’t bet your life on it. It’s not accurate in real-time. 
4) ATC is a great resource. Learn (and practice) how to use it effectively. 
5) “Get-there-itus” is a real pressure for all of us. I succumbed to it too ☹ 

 
That’s all for this month! 
 
Blue Skies and Tailwinds, 
Mike Kelley 
President 
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Meeting Minutes 
EAA Board Meeting 10/8/22 (Courtesy of Kristin Taylor) 

• In attendance: Al Cleveland; Chuck West; Denny Fuhrman; John Roberts; Vince Homer; Jerry Pryce; Dave 
Ullman; Kristin Taylor; Ashley Mason; Aaron Moore; Ernie Moreno 

• Meeting opened at 0805 by Jerry 

• General meeting discussion: 
o Via email Mike Kelley nominated Ashley Mason for VP; Maurice Gunderson for Trustee; Rick 

Wilson for Trustee; Bob Schwarzler for Trustee Emeritus. 
o This will kick off the nominations and then we’ll take nominations from the floor. 

• Holiday party: 
o Venue will be The Wildman/Haley Hangar (where the STOL Wars party was held) 
o Holiday party email should go out shortly via an Evite reservation format (Jerry) 
o Set for December 10th. Social hour at 5pm, dinner at 6pm 

• Program: 
o October – Ed Storo – Bristol Bulldog 
o November – Gretchen DeWitte (Franklin) – Aeroprakt 
o December – Holiday Party 
o January 2023 – Greg Wooldridge – Retired Blue Angel Commander 
o February 2023 – Dewey Conroy – Pacific Coast Avionics 

• Secretary’s report - Membership: Regular (voting) – 197; Life – 32; Student (non-voting) – 9; Family (non-
voting) – 23; Honorary (non-voting) – 6; Total Paid Members (voting) – 229; Membership Grand Total – 
267 

• Treasurer’s report: Accounts have stayed pretty much the same…  

• Teen Aviation: 
o Teen Aviation Weekend moved to January 
o Youth Committee meeting scheduled for October 18th or 19th 
o Dave Ullman met with Aspire to get us into program – possible scholarship 

• EAA 292 Leadership training/Recruitment November 2nd 

o Limited group size and by invitation 
o A lengthy discussion was had regarding the lack of a nominee for President; Lacking a nominee, 

may have to resort to 3 past officers filling in until someone is identified – Possible trio of Al, Jerry 
and Dave 

o Today will open floor for nominations 
o Elections in November 
o Installation of new officers in December (possible interim President) 

• Ray Scholar: 
o Zach has decided to put his training on hold – Remaining funds will be transferred to Kristen 
o Darin is working with Virgil Royer & on track 
o Potential for a $5,000 match from EAA National for Emily if we put up $5,000 (out of our Youth 

Fund) – Jerry motioned to allocate $5,000 from Youth Fund to Ray Scholarship; Al Cleveland 
seconded; motion passed unanimously. 

• Facilities: 
o Red truck is gone; trash around area cleaned up 
o Rock is needed in various areas around the hangar to alleviate puddling during rainy season; 

Estimated $500 for ¾ minus gravel at Dalton Rock Co.; Jerry made a motion to allocate up to $800 
from general fund for gravel; Dave Ullman seconded; Motion passed unanimously. 

o Large hangar door frame has been picked up. (Thanks to Chuck West for arranging sale) 
o Fiberglass panels on north side of hangar are up for grabs 
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o Converted boat trailer out back needs some TLC or offer to membership OR sell 

• Safety Programs: 
o Looking for a VMC/IMC Program Coordinator; Mike Short will step down in January 
o John Stanislaus looking for a date to conduct a Fire Safety/CPR/First Aid class 

• Builders Groups: 

• Lancair 
o Steve Wheat is working on project almost every day, will reinvigorate Wednesday night sessions; 

Projects is making progress 
o Sale of the airplane may have fallen through; Steve is looking for a potential new buyer 
o Make announcement at general meeting regarding need for volunteer help 

• Youth RV12 
o Avionics being installed 
o Possible Zenith project after RV12 completed 
o Potential for PR event with Vans after completion 

• Hangar Expansion Project - No new discussion as of yet 

• Redbird Simulator: 
o Set-up almost complete 
o Computers and printer are set up 
o Working on a controlled access for the room 
o Al Cleveland suggested formation of a temp committee to assist Chuck West with the sim 
o A new 75” TV has been installed for instructional purposes at a cost of $900; Jerry motioned that 

the chapter reimburse Chuck $900 from the general fund; John Roberts seconded; Motion passed 
unanimously 

• Possible change in meeting day - Jerry asked that it be put in the record that, at some point, we discuss 
the possibility of moving our meeting day to a different Saturday. 

• Meeting adjourned at 0955 
 

General Membership Meeting 10/8/22 (Courtesy of Jerry Pryce) 

• 47 in attendance 

• Jerry Pryce opened the meeting and called for new member introductions 

• John Roberts gave Treasurer’s report numbers – the chapter is solidly in the black. Account balances are 
for the most part unchanged with $35,393 available in general funds. Membership I up by 2 this month 
with total at 238. 

• Vince Homer gave facilities report: 
o He requested that persons using the drill index replace the bits when they’re done and that if a bit 

is broken it be replaced. 
o The red truck is gone and the large hangar door frame has been picked up. There are fiberglass 

panels available for free outside the North hangar.  In addition the small utility trailer is looking for 
a home (can be used to move smaller aircraft and the like). 

• Dave Ullman gave the Youth Group report. The Teen Aviation weekend has been delayed to early next 
year. He is also working with the Aspire program for Oregon schools. Youth activities coordination meeting 
is scheduled for Oct 18th or 19th, actual date TBD. 

o Dave announced that the Chapter 5-year planning meeting is scheduled for November 2nd. 
o Scott Harvey will be taking over the Ray Scholarship program in the Spring of 2023. 

• Ray Scholar report: 
o Zack Lopez has with drawn 
o Kristin Taylor has almost completed her Private Pilot with a checkride scheduled for November 5th. 
o Jerry presented Darin Ham his Ray Scholar hat (On behalf of Deb Origer). 



The Taledragger November 2022 EAA Chapter 292 
    

11 
 

o The chapter board has voted to allocate $5,000 toward a Ray Scholarship for Emily. EAA National 
will match with $5,000. 

• Sim report was given by Chuck West and Jerry. The Redbird set-up is almost complete. In addition, the 
Elite sim has been moved into the new sim room with the Redbird. A new TV system and computer work 
modules are set-up and usable. 

• Officer Nominations: 
o Jerry explained the chapter election process and explained that October is our nominations month 

with actual elections to take place in November. 
o Jerry presented the nominations put forth by Mike Kelley; Ashley Mason for Vice-president, 

Maurice Gunderson for Trustee and Rick Wilson for Trustee. Dave Ullman is a current Trustee and 
Bob Schwarzler will stay on as Trustee Emeritus. We have NO nominees for the President position 
currently. The floor was opened to further nominations but no candidates were nominated. 

• General announcements: 
o The holiday party will be on Saturday, December 10th (our normal meeting day) and will start with 

a social hour at 5pm followed by dinner at 6pm. The party will be held at the Jeanne’s Flying 
Service hangar. The meal will be catered by “That Food Guy” and musical entertainment will be 
provided by Dave Upton. Email invitations through Evites will be going out shortly.\ 

o Newsletter content is needed. Please provide your stories, pictures and even sale ads to Rich 
Harrison at n32romeo@comcast.net. 

• VMC/IMC Club - The VMC/IMC Club is looking for a coordinator. Mike short will be stepping down in 
January 2023. Mike has been the coordinator since the program inception at our chapter 5 years ago. The 
coordinator does not have to be a CFI as the position coordinates content and assists with presentation of 
the monthly content. Scott Harvey will continue to help with the monthly meetings. Contact Mike Short or 
Jerry Pryce for more information. 

• Lancair Project - Steve Wheat has taken over oversight on the Lancair IV P project. He is working on it 
almost every day and would appreciate any time and help that members can offer. The Wednesday night 
work sessions will also be resuming. Contact Steve Wheat with any questions. 

• Builder Reports: 
o Ed Storo – The Bristol Bulldog now has accumulated about 10 hours. And he is getting ready for an 

oil change which requires 7 GALLONS! Ed has finessed the tailwheel set-up and is finding the 
airplane to be much more friendly on the runway. 

o Bill McCoy – Bill is working on a “barn find” J3 Cub and will likely have flown it by the time the 
newsletter goes out. He has lovingly referred to his airplane as a “red headed stepchild” due to 
some of the one-off mods that have been made to it. 

o Al Cleveland – Working on a Bakeng Duce and a Christavia. He’s rebuilding the wings on the 
Christavia. The Duce will be for sale shortly. 

o Barnaby Wainfan – Finishing up the gusset plates and holes on the Facetmobile. The RV12 project 
and Facetmobile will be swapping places in the hangar so that the wings can be mated to the 
center section. 

• Ed Storo presented a riveting program on the design and construction of his Bristol Bulldog. His airplane is 
the only flying example of this type aircraft and built entirely from scratch. There are only two other 
examples in the world. He has accumulated 10 hours on the airplane to date. Unfortunately, weather 
precluded Ed from flying the aircraft to Independence for his presentation. He pledges to bring the 
airplane for our perusal once weather conditions permit. 

• Meeting was adjourned at 1200. 

Simulator Updates 
Chuck West reports that the new Redbird Full Motion Simulator is nearly fully operational.  He continues 
to work on this and the older RC-1 sim almost daily.  If you have not seen it yet, the new simulator and 

mailto:n32romeo@comcast.net
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classroom in the South hangar turned out really nice.  Chuck continues to look at avenues to expand this 
program. 
Chuck has set up the following e-mail address to use for scheduling and asking questions about the use 
of the simulators – eaa292simroom@gmail.com       

Project Updates 
1949 Cessna 120 

I don’t know if I should call it a unicorn or historic!  I have purchased 
N3679V, the very last Cessna 120 produced.   Serial number 15075, 
build date April 18th 1949.   

It is in amazingly great shape with 2728 TT and 1056 hours on a 0-
200.  It came with ALL log books and documentation since new.  The 
AP who owned for the last 40 or so years specialized in 120/140s so 
every AD has been completed and perfectly documented. 

I am planning on doing a light restoration starting with a wing 
recover and polish. 

The wing bones of the "Last 120" are 
in spectacular shape.  A pressure wash 
and very light scrub here and there 
with a scotch brite pad and they were 
ready for PolyFiber Epoxy. 

I hope I don’t screw this up, I’m sure I 
will have lots of questions as I go 
along. 

Scott Sword 
 
 

 

Ed – wow, I never got the bare aluminum ’46 Cessna 120 I owned to 
shine like that!   

mailto:eaa292simroom@gmail.com
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Safety Training 
John Stanislaw and his wife Jennifer have put together the following live training class 

for our members! 

 
AM Session Eventbrite link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safety-saturday-am-session-ckets-445535698267 
PM Session Eventbrite link:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safety-saturday-pm-session-ckets-445542167617 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safety-saturday-am-session-ckets-445535698267
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safety-saturday-pm-session-ckets-445542167617
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THE RED TRUCK IS GONE! 
The Red Trash Truck has been retired and EAA 292 will no longer provide a trash disposal location.  In 
recent years the accumulation of trash has outstripped our ability to get it to the dump in a timely 
fashion.  The Red Truck has reached a point in its life where much maintenance is needed to ensure safe 
and reliable operation, more than our volunteers are willing to provide.  In addition, the trash volume 
has necessitated an increase in the number of dump runs to keep up with the quantity of trash dropped 
off at the site. 

 
We would like to thank Henry Bartle for providing the use of the Red Truck for many years. 
 
 
 
Also going away is the large hangar door that had 
been stored on the side of the building for the last 
couple of years.   Joe Dubner snapped this photo of it 
being hosted by a large crane and set on a flatbed 
truck.   
 
Thanks to Chuck West for arranging its sale! 
 
The grounds around the facility are starting to look 
much better. 
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ORPHANED COATS 

The EAA 292 Headquarters has a collection of coats, sweaters, hoodies and hats that have been 

abandoned by their owners.  It’s sad to come in the front door and see them hanging on the wall 

awaiting rescue.  The collection goes back aways, one of the coats has a 2018 McDonalds receipt in the 

pocket.  Have a look at the line-up below and please claim your coats before winter sets in.  After the 

next EAA meeting any remaining garments will take a trip to Goodwill. 

 
The line-up.  Is one of these yours? 

 

 

 
 

 
Left without your hat? 
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Did you order a Sausage egg McMuffin on 
11/17/2017?  If you did, pick up your coat, it’s 
on the rack. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


