Our next Meeting will be on April 9th at 10AM
If you have not yet paid your 2022 Dues, please pay them now!
Membership to EAA292 is $35 per year, due January 1st
Online registration is available through www.eaa292.org or mail check to:
EAA Chapter 292, 4803 Airport Rd. Independence, Oregon, 97351

President’s Message
As I mentioned last month, the Chapter is really kicking into “high-gear” as we approach
summer. There is a lot to do and we need lots of help as we get ready for all the upcoming
activities and events! Nearly every event can use more volunteers (please see the request
several sections later).

Master Pilots
I’m always amazed by how much cumulative experience we have within our Chapter. This month we celebrated
two of our members. At the March Chapter meeting, Rich Paulson received the award. Joe Mollahan, FAASTeam
Program Manager – Operations, came down from Hillsboro to present Rich Paulsen. On March 16th Joe Mollahan
traveled to Bob Schwarzler’s home to present him with this prestigious award. Chuck West indicates that several
more chapter members are inline to get this award over the next few months. Thanks, Chuck, for helping to push
this for our deserving members!
The Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award is named in honor of Orville and Wilbur Wright who were two American
aviation pioneers credited with inventing, building, and flying the world's first successful motor-operated airplane.
The Wright Brothers made the first controlled, sustained flight of a powered, heavier-than-air aircraft with the
Wright Flyer on December 17, 1903 at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. The
brothers were also the first to invent aircraft controls that made fixedwing powered flight possible.
To be eligible for the Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award, nominees
must meet the following criteria:
➢ Hold a U.S. Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) or Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) pilot certificate.
➢ Have 50 or more years of civil and military piloting experience or
50 or more years combined experience in both piloting and
aircraft operations.
o Up to 20 years of the required 50 years may be U.S.
military experience.
Rich Paulsen being presented his award by Joe Mollahan

1

The Taledragger

April 2022

EAA Chapter 292

o The start date for the 50 years is the date of the nominee’s first solo flight or military equivalent.
o The 50 years may be computed consecutively or non-consecutively.
➢ Be a U.S. citizen.
➢ Have NOT had any airman certificate revoked

Bob Schwarzler being presented his award by Joe Mollahan

Volunteers Needed
The Chapter has a lot of events and activities coming up over the next
several months.
Here is a partial list:
April 5-10
Sun-n-Fun (Lakeland, Florida)
th
April 8
Chapter Board Meeting
April 9th
April Chapter Meeting
April 23 -24
Teen Aviation Weekend
th
May 7
Chapter Team-Building & Leadership Workshop
May 14th
May Chapter Meeting
June 10th
Young Eagles Prep Day
th
June 11
Young Eagles
June 16-17
Fly-In/STOL Expo Prep Days
June 18
EAA 292 Fly-In
June 19
EAA 292 STOL Wars Expo
June 20th
Fly-In/STOL Expo Clean-Up Day
July 9th
April Chapter Meeting
July 25-31
AirVenture, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
For these to be successful, we need help! We’ll be discussing these again
at the April meeting and making sure that you know who to contact. We
have a great Chapter with lots of things happening, but we can’t do it
without more help from all of our members.

Simulator Opportunity
There has been a lot of discussion about adding a Redbird FMX, Full Motion Simulator to the Chapter. But

we haven’t really had an opportunity to present this opportunity to the entire Chapter. Because this
would be a significant investment by the Chapter, the Board wants to make sure that we are doing
what’s in the best interest of the membership. Over the next week, you will be getting an e-mail asking
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you to take a few minutes to answer some questions about your opinion of making this sizable
investment. Based on the general direction and guidance of the members, the Board will initiate a course
of action.
For those of you who watch the monthly Chapter video message, this past month discussed the new
museum extension that will host 12 Redbird simulators (2 of them are full-motion FMX). Here is a link to
that message from Jack Pelton, President of EAA https://tinyurl.com/483uex7c .

Redbird Simulators installed at the EAA museum

Chapter Team-Building Workshop
Something that many clubs and organizations face is that only 10%
of the members perform almost 90% of the work! Our Chapter is no
exception. Many time we have the same few faces routinely
volunteer for most of the events. They do this because if they didn’t,
the event would fail or even be cancelled. The Board thinks that part
of the problem is that many members don’t understand the scope,
tasks or time-demand required by the various tasks, jobs and
positions. If fact, most “jobs” only need a few hours per month at
most! To help communicate this, Dave Ullman is putting together a
one-day workshop where we can talk about the various things that
need to be done to keep our Chapter running successfully. The goal
will be for everyone to come away having a better understanding what everyone does, and perhaps to find ways
of sharing some of these tasks, or to simply spread some the work around a little. The date is set for May 7 th in the
Clubhouse, and everyone is encouraged to attend. Please put in on your calendars! You’ll be hearing more about
this over the next several weeks, and at the April Chapter meeting.
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How Are We Doing?
By spending most of this past Winter in Florida, I was unable to attend our monthly
Chapter meetings. However, I was able to attend some meetings of other Chapters. What
I discovered was that despite being a “Gold-Rated” EAA Chapter, there are some things
that we can learn from other Chapters. I recently attended EAA Chapter 1236 in
Weirsdale, Florida. I’ve also attended EAA 534’s, based out of Leesburg, Florida, virtual
meetings. 534 has a really strong Youth-Build program and has also been awarded and
“graduated” three Ray scholars. My plan is to bring a few new ideas back to the Board to discuss if it makes sense
incorporating them into our program.
BTW – Whenever you are taking a trip or vacation, I encourage you to locate a nearby Chapter using the tool
provided by the EAA website https://www.eaa.org/eaa/eaa-chapters/find-an-eaa-chapter , and attend one of
their Chapter meetings. It’s always fun to see what’s going on in another area and to talk about their airplanes and
projects!
In the end, I always come to the conclusion that our Chapter continues to be “Best in
Class,” and I’m grateful to be a member and to have had the opportunity to serve as its
President!
We are doing “just fine!”

Happy Spring!
Mike Kelley
President

Meeting Minutes
Board Meeting 3/11/22
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

In attendance - Mike Kelley, Al Cleveland, Deb Origer, Mike Short, Chuck West, John Roberts, Steve Sands
Ernie, Dave Ullman, Kristin Taylor,
Mike started the video meeting at 1PM. 9 attendees were in the Chapter clubhouse.
Mike discussed the items for the Saturday meeting.
Mike discussed future meeting plans and presenters.
o Chuck would like to do a presentation on the Simulators as a future meeting program.
Membership – Zell Giles has passed, the board decided we will keep his wife on as a lifetime member.
o Currently 179 regular members, 28 lifetime, and 8 students.
Treasure report.
o Discussion on Kristin and Zach Ray Scholarship accounts. Both are flying and working through the
program.
Youth
o Dave discussed the Teen Aviation Weekend. Marsha had to drop out as her husband has been ill.
Dave is running the program now and is looking for more help.
o Cindy is running Young Eagles in June, no update.
o Darin Ham is on the waiting list for the Youth Air Academy at OSH.
o Al gave an RV-12iS project update. Still waiting for some parts. Has been making good progress.
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o

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Deb talked about the Ray Scholar report and the picture board she and Vince installed in the
meeting room. Kristen is getting close to solo. Zach is on hold
o We have been awarded another $10,000 Ray Scholarship. She is looking to put together a
committee to find candidates and figure out how to award it.
Facilities - Vince reported on the rent space, working through the insurance requirements for the renters.
Mike Short – Scott Harvey did the last two meetings. Had 20 people participate at this week’s meeting.
Ernie reported that two projects possibly coming to the chapter. The Aerolite now belongs to the chapter
and will be put up for sale. Gypsy project may be donated for the next youth project. Also, possibly a
Sonex and possibly an Afford-a-Plane may be donated.
Lancair update- great progress has been made with a lot of people showing up on Wednesday nights. One
holdup has been the cylinders from Continental. They have been promised in the next 2 weeks.
Al gave an update on the Fly-In. Vans will participate and provide the tent.
o Cubcrafters, STOL, and B-17 as possible seminars.
Simulator proposal – Chuck discussed the proposal to purchase the Redbird from him and install It in the
Clubhouse. Costs, benefits, space requirements were discussed.
o A survey will be put out to the membership on how we should proceed with the sim. Plan to put
out the survey to firs the Board for review and then the membership by mid-next week.
Team Building / Leadership workshop. Scheduled for 5/7
o Dave needs ROB reports for each position by the April meeting.
Rich asked the question of Dave if we move forward if YAP might be able to help fund the sim.
Mike ended the meeting at 3:20PM
Chapter Membership Meeting 3/12/22

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Jerry opened the meeting at 10:02
Jerry introduced new members and visitors.
Jerry introduced Joe Mollahan from the FAA FAAST Team.
o Joe presented a Charles tailor Master Mechanic and Wight Brothers Master award to chapter
member Rich Paulson, who soloed in 1962 in a J-3. Congratulations to Rich!
Wight Brothers Master Pilot award.
Treasure Report
Sec report
Jerry talked about Zell Giles who passed away recently. He was a lifetime member of both National and
chapter.
Facilities - our cleaning service is not able to work currently, please help to keep a facility clean.
Youth
o Dave talked about the Teen Aviation Weekend happening 4/23-24
o He went over the schedule and where we still need help to pull it off.
Dave talked about the 292 Chapter Leadership conference scheduled for May 7th
Kristin talked about the Ray scholarship. We have been awarded another Scholarship the 4th and will be
looking for candidates and also on how we will award it.
Rich gave a presentation on the Fly-In and STOL competition. We will still be looking for help in certain
areas.
o Date is June 18th & 19th.
Jerry asked for input for the newsletter
Jerry presented Mike Short with an award for running the safety program last year.
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Jerry and Chuck talked about the Redbird Sim.
o Chuck went over the history of our old sim, and what the plans are formulating to install in the
North Hangar.
o A questionnaire will be sent out to the members in the next week. A vote of the board and then a
vote of the membership.
Dave brought books to sell for donation to the YAP.
Break
Mr. Gadget (Ron Sterba) passed out a large number of Dynon hats that he got from the company.
Jerry introduced Steve Weiland from Mission Aviation Fellowship.
o Steve talked about how he and his wife met and how they got involved with MAF.
o Steve talked about the mission of MAF and how they operate around the world.
o He talked about their future deployment to Africa.
Jerry ended the meeting at 11:35.
We had 55 people in attendance.

EAA Chapter 292 Board Members
•
•
•
•

President –
Vice PresidentSecretary Treasurer -

Mike Kelley
Jerry Pryce
Rich Harrison
John Roberts

Members of the board can be contacted through the Chapter email at eaa292@gmail.com

Youth

Our Chapter 292 has been awarded a Fourth $10,000 scholarship for 2022-2023! This scholarship is for a deserving
young person to pursue a private certificate. The scholar has one year to complete their training by successfully
passing the written exam and check ride.
This fourth scholarship means that our chapter has received $40,000! A special thank you to all the Young Eagle
pilots and volunteers, Teen Aviation Weekend volunteers, and the Teen Build mentors. We couldn’t achieve this
success without you!
We truly live the Spirit of Aviation!
Thank you!
Debbie
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The Ray Scholarship
“The Ray Aviation Scholarship program is supported by the Ray Foundation, managed by EAA (Experimental Aircraft
Association), and administered by your local EAA chapter. Through the generous support of the Ray Foundation,
EAA will provide up to $10,000 to deserving youths for their flight training expenses, totaling nearly $1.2 million in
scholarships annually.
Through the Ray Aviation Scholarship program, EAA and the Ray Foundation strive to make a positive impact on
youths and young adults alkie. James Ray firmly believed in the life skills, discipline, character, and confidence taught
throughout the flight training journey. This program strives to teach those skills, as well as help outstanding young
adults earn their pilot certificate.”

EAA 292 Ray Scholarship Story
As the Ray Scholarship Coordinator, I started thinking about how privileged I am to have frequent
contact with each of these Ray Scholars and to have the opportunity to get to know them.
Paul Orsini suggested an idea to me when he commented on pictures taken over time and how these
young people mature. With the help of Vince Homer and several other people we put together this
bulletin board in the Clubhouse. This tells a story of each one of these students.
Because so many
of our chapter
members have not
been able to
attend meetings in
person, maybe this
picture will
connect some of
you with the
positive: dedicated
chapter mentors,
flight instructors,
and motivated
young aviators.
The next time you
are at the
Clubhouse, take
time to learn about
our deserving Ray
Scholars!
Debbie Origer
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One of our former Teen Builders, Rodrigo Morales, is featured in the October 2021 AgAir Update, AG Aviation’s
Magazine. Rodrigo is one of three graduates of the Ag
Aviation School in Miller, Missouri. Quoting Rodrigo, “(his)
goals are to learn to be a safe, proficient ag pilot. Rodrigo
also wants to continue working in the ag business and
one day transition into a turbine.” By completing the
training at the Ag School in Missouri, he was awarded
Certificate of Training per Part FAR-137.
Recently in a conversation with Rodrigo, he shared that
he is working on the pesticide applicator license. Thus far
he has passed the categories of: Laws and Safety,
Insecticide/Fungicide, and Herbicide. The next category
to pass is Aerial.
Congratulations, Rodrigo!

Youth RV-12iS Build Update
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New Aerolite 103 50hp For Sale
Beautiful, Brand-New AEROLITE 103. TTAF&E 0 hours.
Hirth F23 50ph. Broken in per Manufacturer for 5 hrs.
Warp Drive 3 bladed prop.
Sail Upgrade, 6" Wheel Pants, Gear Leg Fairings, Strut
Fairings. 10-Gal Tank upgrade, Grande Rapids EIS Digital
Instrument Package, Microair 760 Radio.
Registered as Experimental Amateur Built. May be flown by
a Light Sport Pilot.
Airworthiness Certificate January 2022. Price: $21,995
Located at 7S5, Independence, Oregon
Contact: Denny Fuhrman, 503 348 2294,
dfuhrman817@gmail.com
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