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Our next Meeting will be on January 8th at 10AM 

If you have not yet paid your 2022 Dues, please pay them now! 
Membership to EAA292 is $35 per year, due January 1st 

Online registration is available through www.eaa292.org or mail check to: 

EAA Chapter 292, 4803 Airport Rd.   Independence, Oregon, 97351 

 

President’s Message 
Please Pay Your Chapter Dues ASAP! 
 I want to remind everyone to please pay your 2022 dues ASAP. Routinely, 
the Board finds itself tracking down unpaid members for the first 2 months of 
the year, and this is a waste of everyone’s time. The Chapter only has three 
sources of operating funds; 1) Resale of donated/completed aircraft, 2) 
Proceeds from the Fly-In/STOL events, and 3) Membership dues. It goes 
without saying that our Chapter costs have continued to escalate as we 
provide more and improved services to our members. Please click on this link to renew via credit card 
or PayPal https://www.eaa292.org/membership-renewal. Alternatively, mail your $35 dues check to 
EAA Chapter 292, 4803 Airport Rd.   Independence, Oregon, 97351, or drop it off at the clubhouse in 
the mailbox by the kitchen. 
 

2022 – A Year of Change. 
Reflecting back, it’s been six years since I joined Chapter 292 and five 
years since I’ve served on the Executive Board (two years as VP under 
Al Cleveland, and now 3 years as President). Although the past two 
years have been difficult due to COVID, we really haven’t had a lot of 
changes in the structure or operation of the Chapter. However, 2022 
may shuffle-in a series of changes that will require adaptation.  
 
One of the significant upcoming changes could be holding our Fly-In/STOL Expo in June. The majority of 
the event’s volunteers feel that both the heat and chances of fires are hindering our success when 
holding the event in August. The feeling is that we should balance the heat & smoke against the 
possibility of rain at the end of June. (Note – a tentative date of June 25-26 has been identified, but not 
confirmed. There were no viable dates available in July because of Holidays and AirVenture.) To make 
this event happen, the Chapter will need to act immediately after the beginning of the year. Realistically, 
the event takes 4-5 months to plan, and we are now almost exactly 6 months away. The risk is that 
nothing happens in January or February, and the event never gets off the ground. Look for an 
organizational meeting invite to be sent out in early January! 
 

https://www.eaa292.org/membership-renewal
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One thing that certainly hasn’t change is our Chapter’s reliance on volunteers. Chapter 292 has 
approximately 250 names on the membership roster. However, the day-to-day operation of the Chapter 
has traditionally fallen on the same 15-20 members. That’s less than 10%! December 2022 will see the 
term completions of multiple Officers, such as President (myself), VP (Jerry P), Sec (Rich H), and Treas 
(John R). There are also other positions where leaders are looking for replacements such as VMC Club 
(Mike Short) and Ray Scholars (Deb Origer). 
 
Ronald Reagan was famous for his quote that said “Freedom is never more than one generation away 
from extinction…” In some ways, the status of our Chapter (or any club) is similar. I’ve heard from some 
of our members that at the last Chapter meeting, that Dave Ullman stood up and made a somewhat 
threatening statement that if we don’t have enough volunteers to fill the positions of our Officers and 
run the Chapter, there is a possibility that our Chapter could “fold” and our assets be assimilated by 
National. What Dave said is absolutely true. However, I think that our Chapter is much too strong to let 
that happen! However, Dec 2022 will be the end of the current Officer’s terms. 
 
To pre-emptively take-action, the Leadership team will be implementing several programs in 2022.  

1) New Member Orientation 
With our typical annual membership growth of ~10%, we’d expect some of our newest members 
to be unfamiliar with the Chapter operations, and more importantly, how they can help be a part 
of the organization. So, we’re going to schedule some type of new member orientation in the 
Spring. 

2) “Jobs” rather than “Positions” 
We’ve known for a long time that when they volunteer, members want to know exactly what 
they are signing up for and how much time it’s going to take. We’re going to be putting together 
a list of simple jobs that members can volunteer for. Most of these will probably take a couple 
hours per month on your schedule and won’t require attending meetings. By doing this, we’re 
hoping to unload some of the “Positions” tasks. 

3) Job & Leadership Orientation 
We are going to put together an Orientation Workshop where members can hear and ask 
questions of “seasoned” members who either have done or are currently doing these jobs. We 
will also be covering what’s involved with the Officer positions. With a few exceptions, most the 
jobs and position will take a maximum of a couple hours per week. We don’t want anyone tied-
down and/or overwhelmed by a position. Dave Ullman is going to spearhead this, and we’re 
hoping to schedule it for late Spring ’22. This will be a perfect time to find out about how the 
Chapter operates! 

 
With 50-60 new members, we’re hoping that some of you are 
willing to get involved, spread the work around, and help 
maintain this Chapter’s reputation as one of the best in the 
Country! 
 
 
 

Please Consider Attend these Sessions and Volunteering! 
 



The Taledragger January 2022 EAA Chapter 292 
    

3 
 

Teen Aviation – Building on Success 
Our Youth Aviation Program (YAP) has been a cornerstone of our Chapter for as long as I can remember. 
We’ve had an exceptionally strong Young Eagles program through the years, and with 4 Ray Scholarships 
awarded, Chapter 292 is one of the best in the country. The Chapter has also sponsored youth career 
programs such as “Up, Up and Away!” Of course, our Youth-Build program has been a total success with 
the completion and sale of a Sonex and Zenith 701. The RV-12iS currently being built is already under 
contract and will likely be completed and delivered in 2022. These wouldn’t have been possible without 
a crazy amount of help from our adult Mentors and volunteers. Thank you again! 
 
One program that was started many years ago was our Teen 
Aviation Weekend (TAW). This 2-day formatted program was 
used as an early model for what was eventually rolled out 
nationally as the single-day “Young Eagle Workshops. This 
program allows the teens to have a deeper dive into topics such 
as principles of flight, weather, navigation, and careers. The 
teens also have a chance to fly a simulator, and if the weather 
cooperates…culminates in a Young Eagle flight on the 2nd day. 
 
 The YAP is conducting another TAW on Feb 19-20, 2022. If you know of a teenager (ages 13-19)  who 
might be interested in this FREE workshop (grandchild, neighbor?), have them sign up on our website at 
https://www.eaa292.org/teen-aviation-sign-up or call Dave Ullman at (541) 760-2338. 
 

2021 AirVenture / Oshkosh Video 
Thanks for all the great comments about the AirVenture / Oshkosh 
video that was presented at the December Chapter meeting. It wouldn’t 
have been possible without all the attendees who submitted their 
photos to me…Thanks Again! It did run 23 minutes because I tried to 
use everyone’s photos. 
 

For those who didn’t attend the meeting, you can still see the video on YouTube at 
https://youtu.be/qoOmHX999lU or by searching for (Googling) “EAA 292 Trip to AirVenture 2021” 
 

Thank You 
As 2021 winds down and 2022 spins up, it seems hard to believe that we’ve been dealing with COVID 19 
for nearly 2 awful years! Meanwhile, our Chapter has shown great resiliency to be able to grow and 
thrive throughout this global pandemic. This would not be possible without the efforts of many of you.  

 

 

https://www.eaa292.org/teen-aviation-sign-up
https://youtu.be/qoOmHX999lU
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I especially want to give thanks to the great Leadership Team we’ve built! VP-Jerry Pryce, Secretary & 
Newsletter-Rich Harrison, Treasurer-John Roberts, Trustees-Bob Schwarzler, Al Cleveland, Youth 
Program (and Trustee) – Dave Ullman, Facilities-Vince Homer, VMC/IMC Clubs-Mike Short, Ray 
Scholarships – Deb Origer, Tech/Flight Counselors-Ernie Moreno, Denny Fuhrman, Ed Storo, Gary Brown, 
Henry Bartle, Website-John Coyier & Steve Sands, FAAST Liaison-Robin Reid-, Simulator-Chuck West, 
Young Eagles-Cindy Woodworth & Judy Yerian, STOL Expo-Tim Isaac, Lancair-Henry Bartle & Dan 
Kirkpatrick, and Youth Reps-Kristin Taylor & Anders Walter. (And any others that I failed to name!) 
 
As I mentioned early on, it takes volunteers to 
successfully run a Chapter like ours. We’re sincerely 
hoping that each of you will consider volunteering 
some of your time to help our team be even stronger! 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Mike Kelley 
President 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Board Meeting 12/10/21 

• In attendance - Jerry Pryce, Kristin Taylor, Al Cleveland, John Roberts, Dave Ullman, Deb Origer, Denny 

Furman, Vince Homer, Rich Harrison 

• Jerry opened the meeting at 12:30. 

• A discussion was held about the December meeting. 

• Mike has presentation he prepared on Oshkosh that Jerry will run. 

• Henry will be talking about the flying club. 

o Dave is working with Henry on a flyer about the flying club. 

• Jerry announced that the votes for the bylaws change passed with 117 members voting yes, 5 no, and 

votes were still coming in. 

• For the January meeting, both Mike and Jerry will be out. 

o Rich and Dave will work on presenting in January. Vince Dunn will be the January speaker. 

• Dave will ask the membership tomorrow for someone to help plan future meetings. 

• Jerry talked about the board vote for next year, we will need to find a new president and VP for starting 

2023. 

o Dave will announce that National will host a Leadership conference meeting here next spring. 

• John gave the membership and treasury numbers. 

• Youth - Dave 

o Dave held a Teen Aviation meeting. Scott Bragg offered to run the program. Marsha will help. 

o Dave will be turning in receipts for Young Eagles credits. 

o RV-12 - Al purchased a tool box and tools for the kids to use. Kristin is helping organize the tools. 

The fuselage interior is getting ready to be painted. We are waiting for the Engine and avionics kit 

to be able to complete the fuselage. 

o Kids have also been working on the 1-26 glider wings. 

o Al also plans to bring in a Baking Duce project for kids to work on after the glider is completed. 

o Ray report - Deb 
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▪ Dave will be presenting to the two scholars for Deb. 

▪ Deb has a position open for the Air Academy, has a person in mind that she is working 

with. This will go to the Youth Committee. 

o Sim update - working on the Bob Henderson virtual sim for youth programs.  First will be a fixed 

sim, then a motion sim will be built later. 

• Vince - talked about the hangar space. The North hangar comes off of long-term contract. We have space 

available and no waiting list at this time. 

• VMC - IMC. Mike has found someone to help with IMC, still looking for help on the VMC 

• Mini Sport – what are we doing with this?  A check of the meeting notes shows we had decided to sell it in 

the past.  Is that still the case? 

• Discussion about the Gmail account. Steve and Dave will discuss options and report back. 

• Lancair build is going well. 8 people showed up this week. 

• 2022 OSH. Jerry and Mike are starting making plans. 

• Fly-in - no progress to date. 

• Board meetings will continue at Fridays at 12:30, the time seems to work for most folks. 

• Al proposes that we raise the janitorial fee from 150 to 225. Discussions Steve suggested that it should be 

$250. Al changed the motion, John seconded, approved affective Jan 1. 

• Al read a letter from a former youth member Brian Johnson that had applied for Astronaut training.  He is 

currently an airline pilot. 

• Meeting ended at 2:10 PM 

General meeting 12/11/2021 

• Jerry opened the meeting at 10:10 

• Jerry introduced visitors 
o Bryant from NW Washington. Joining our chapter. 

• Jerry announced that there will be a Chapter Leadership meeting in May. Asked for people to signup if you 
are interested. 

• Jerry announced the current plan to have a fly-in the weekend of June 22. In January, planning meetings 
will begin in January. 

• Jerry announced that the bylaw changes that the membership voted on with over 50% of the members 
approving the changes. 

• Secretary report 
o Membership stands at 198 Annual 

members, 27 Lifetime, and 8 Student. 

• Treasury report 

• Dave Ullman talked about the Leadership of the 
chapter and the need for more people to step up 
and help run the Organization.  We are looking to 
host a Leadership workshop soon to bring new 
people into Chapter Leadership. 

• Youth 
o Dave talked about the Teen Aviation 

weekend and the need for help with that. 
o Also, we need a new leader for Ray 

Scholarship.  Deb 
o Al talked about the RV-12 project, waiting on the engine kit, also working on the glider. 
o Dave and Jerry talked more about the Teen weekend.  Marcia and Scott will be helping, but need 

more people involved.  
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o Dave talked about the Virtual simulator, plan to have a 
stationary sim by the Teen Aviation weekend, and plan to build a 
motion sim after. 

o Al talked about Bryan Johnson who was an early Teen member, 
just applied to be a NASA astronaut. 

o Dave talked about the Ray Scholarship. We have helped 4 kids to 
date with getting their license 

• Mike Short - VMC/IMC. Scott Harvey is helping, and Tom Decker. Been 
averaging about 25 people since going back to the clubhouse. 

• Jerry asked for Builder Reports. 
o Barnaby talked about his FMX7 
o Steve Wheat talked about his RV-7. 
o Henry talked about the Chapter Lancair 4P project. We have had 

a great turnout for the Wednesday Night build parties. Henry 
has some 1,000 hours of his own time into the project, and 
appreciates any help on getting this completed. The profit from 
the sale of this plane will fund the next Chapter Hangar 
expansion. 

o Steve Sands talked about his Kitfox that he was rebuilding. 

• Jerry introduced Ron (Mr. Gizmo) Sterba (now Professor Gizmo) 
talked about the Sportys latest handheld COM radio. 

• Henry talked about the Independence Flying Club. The club has 3 
airplanes now, looking for new members, and assistance to help 
kids learn to fly. 

• Dave introduced Zack who talked about his time in the Chapter 
youth programs. Dave presented Zack with a hat for his Ray 
Scholarship for his Powered scholarship. 

• Break 

• After the break, Jerry played a video of the trip to OSH by many 
chapter members. 

• Jerry ended the meeting at 11:45. Many people hung around after 
the meeting to eat & drink refreshments and see the projects in the 
chapter hangars. 

• We had 43 people that I counted in attendance. 

 
 
 

EAA Chapter 292 Board Members 
• President –   Mike Kelley 

• Vice President-   Jerry Pryce 

• Secretary -   Rich Harrison 

• Treasurer -   John Roberts 

Members of the board can be contacted through the Chapter email at eaa292@gmail.com 
 

 
 

mailto:eaa292@gmail.com
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Youth  
Teen Aviation Weekend 

 
The Teen Aviation Weekend (TAW) is 
scheduled for the weekend of February 19-
20, 2022. The weekend activities will build 
on subjects presented in previous years and 
introduce more interactive activities.  

We will need volunteers to lead and assist 
in each area. Many of the topics are 30-60 
minutes. Building the Delta Dart for 
example, needs 4 hours. Each module 
needs a presenter and many need 
additional help, such as helping the 
students plot a course. 

Material has been collected from volunteers who facilitated the topics in the past. Volunteers are 
welcome to use existing material, modify the material or create a new approach to the subject.  

Please review the following list of subjects and activities. Some have a tentative presenter/leader. 
Regardless of possible presenters, we would greatly appreciate your participation wherever you feel 
comfortable. 

The following are the subjects that planned for the weekend: 

Introduction to the TAW 

1. Brief History of Aviation and Aerospace 

2. Hands On at a Hangar - Components of an Airplane – Teen Build Participants 

3. Basic Aerodynamics 

4. Aviation Weather – Debra Plymate 

5. Introduction to Navigation 

6. Building the Delta Dart 

7. Un-Manned Aerial Vehicles – Ron Singh 

8. Radio Controlled Aircraft – Al Cleveland 

9. Young Eagle (YE) Flights – Weather permitting and 

with support of YE Coordinator 

10. Flying the Delta Dart – Weather permitting, 

concurrent with YE Flights 

11. Flying RC Model Simulators – Concurrent with YE Flights 

12. Building Key Fob – Concurrent with YE Flights 

13. Internships in Aviation and Aerospace – Mike Ryer 

14. Careers in Aviation and Aerospace 

15. Wrap-up and overview of other EAA 292 opportunities 

Please contact me to volunteer or discuss your ideas and preferences 

Marcia Noell 503-931-5127 marcia@noells.com 
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Youth RV-12iS Build 

 
The Firewall Forward kit (including engine) has arrived!  It will be full speed ahead now to work toward 
completion of the project. 
 
The kit was picked up from Vans on Friday, and Saturday 
was spent inventorying and planning the next stage of 
construction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Team also has been helping on rebuilding a set of glider wings off 
of a Schweizer I-26.  The wings have been shipped off to be completed 
at a shop in California. 
 
If anyone is able, more adult mentors are always needed to further 
this important educational Youth program.  Contact Al Cleveland or 
Dave Ullman if you can help! 
 
 
 
 
 
Also on Saturday, Dave Ullman presented Kristin with a hat for her Ray 
Scholarship award, this time for Power lessons.  She has already 
received her Private Pilot Glider license under the Ray Scholarship 
Program. 
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Selling and Shipping the RV-4 to Germany 

Andy Duncan 

I thought they were crazy!  But they certainly were determined! 

When I first put the RV-4 up for 

sale in August on Barnstormers, I 

was inundated with emails and 

the first person to look at it 

arrived from Sacramento, CA. the 

next day.  During his inspection he 

identified what might have been a 

crack in the engine mount.  I 

promptly took the advert down 

from Barnstormers and notified 

all the potential buyers of the 

potential issue. 

One buyer, based in Germany, seemed unconcerned by the news, and persisted – constantly emailing 

and willing to buy it “as was”.   In due course a penetrant test was done, it proved negative, so I cleaned 

and repainted the engine mount.  Throughout, the Germans persisted!  I was concerned it might be a 

scam, so I drafted a sales agreement based on the AOPA model, and insisted we conduct the sale 

through the AOPA Escrow service.  They agreed.  After a long series of emails and searches for a shipping 

company, they placed money in the escrow account, settled on a shipping company and a shipping date. 

The container was to go out on Thursday 18th November from Independence, so they flew from 

Frankfurt, Germany to Portland, arriving on the evening of Saturday, 13th.   

Thomas, Ralf and Thomas’ son spent Sunday morning going over the plane with a fine toothcomb 

including compression testing and bore-scoping the engine, and in the afternoon, Thomas went out with 

me for a test flight.  Thomas took the controls for part of the flight and put the RV through some “brisk” 

manoeuvres.  When he got out of the plane Ralf observed “Ah! You have ze RV grin!” – and the deal was 

done.  Now the REAL challenge began.  The plan was to disassemble the plane on Monday and Tuesday, 

prep it for shipping on Wednesday and load the container on Thursday with a Friday flight home 

scheduled. 

Disassembly went very smoothly except for the expected challenges with the bolts on the wing spar.  It 

took most of Monday to remove the wings with one bolt taking over an hour to remove.  On Tuesday 

morning much of the rest of the disassembly was done and the afternoon was spent with a drive to Van’s 

Aircraft in Aurora, a tour of the factory, and the purchase of a complete set of wing spar bolts. 
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Wednesday saw the construction of an oversized wing rack, a structure to support the rear of the 

fuselage and pallets to ship the Horizontal Stabilizer and the Cowl Sections.  The rudder, wheel pants and 

assorted parts, hardware and tools wound up in a shipping crate scrounged from Gary Brown.  By 

Wednesday noon everything was ready to load.  However, we got the news that, because of the 

congestion in the shipping system, a container would not be there the next morning.  Instead, the 

earliest date we would see the container was 

December 6th.  So, it was decided Ralf, Thomas and 

son would return to Germany as previously arranged, I 

cancelled a pre-arranged trip to Eastern Canada, and 

that I would somehow get the container loaded on 

December 6th.  We also discovered that the shippers 

charged a significant extra fee to load at a private 

residence, so Henry Bartle offered hangar space and 

the plane, and its parts were moved to Aero & Nancy’s 

hangar.  

This freed up Ralf and Thomas on Thursday, so they 

spent the day at the Evergreen Museums in 

McMinnville and had a blast! 

Loading the plane was a challenge!  Happily, a group of 

folks volunteered to help: Joe Dubner, Henson Bartle, 

Ric and Brett Wilson and Garrett Heusser offered their 

time.  The container was scheduled to arrive around 

noon – numerous phone calls were made during the day 

to assure its arrival and it finally got to us at 3:30 pm – 

fortunately the rain had almost stopped and we were 

able to back the container partly into the hangar for 

loading, which gave us light and shelter. 

The fuselage went in first, lifted with a fork lift with a 

strap around the engine mount.  The fuselage was braced 

with chocks on the wheels, gear legs tied to I hooks 

screwed into the floor, diagonals staps to the floor and roof 

to support the engine, and staps to support the rear of the 

fuselage. 

The Horizontal Stabilizer, the Cowls, and the crate with the 

rudder and assorted parts were screwed to the floor . . . . 



The Taledragger January 2022 EAA Chapter 292 
    

11 
 

 

And finally, the wing rack was put in, the base screwed to 

the floor and multiple straps secured it in place.  

A few remaining carboard boxes were fixed in place, a group of small dollies used to move the fuselage 

and wing rack was strapped in place. 

It took a huge amount of preparation and a full three hours to get it all loaded and ready to go. 

This would not have happened without the Airpark Spirit, the use of Aero and Nancy’s Hangar, and the 

help of Joe Dubner, Henry and Henson Bartle, Ric and Brett Wilson and Garrett Heusser.   

MANY THANKS! 

Andy 
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Oshkosh 2018 and the Air Venture Cup Race 
Vincent Homer 

 
I decided to fly my Onex to Oshkosh in 2018. To 
make this a complete “Bucket List” activity I also 
entered the Air Venture Cup Race. The AVC route 
was from Mitchell, SD to Merrill, WS and was held 
the Sunday before Oshkosh opening day.  

First, I must compliment the organizers and 
volunteers for making the whole AVC process as 
easy and fun as possible. I suspect herding 50+ race 
aircraft and as many volunteers is no easy task.  

I saw a bit about the race in a post on an aviation BB in 
early Spring and decided it would be a good "Bucket List" thing to do. Checking with the organizers I found 
out that there was some paperwork, of course, your wife has to give you permission and your insurance 
company has to supply a certificate insuring you during the race. Fortunately, I have a good relationship 
with both and I was signed up. 

The next was to figure out how 
to race an airplane with short 
legs and no transponder at a 
location 1200 miles away. I 
installed an old transponder 
that I had on hand, an eBay 
encoder and antenna. It had to 
be mounted on the left side of  

the cockpit as there's no panel room or knee room to put it in front. It quit working as I passed through 
Missoula. So much for that effort. A wedge shape, 6-gallon fuel tank mock-up of cardboard was made and 
from that an aluminum tank fabricated. Once declared leak free it was mounted to the two cross beams 
behind the pilot and a fuel pump and appropriate plumbing installed. This allowed me to replenish the 
main tank in flight.  

The Onex was equipped with only a belly 
strobe so wing tip position lights were made 
and installed for the trip.  LED clusters in old 
style housings were use 

On an earlier flight to Missoula for the AOPA 
fly-in in my Sonex my radio failed and I found 
out that a hand-held radio with a little whip 
antenna is useless in the air. So, for the race 
I installed a 22" wire antenna and a mount on the right side of the cockpit for my handheld. A small tool 
box was fabricated that fits just in front of the wing spar and a minimal mountain survival kit assembled in 
a backpack. I left the smoke system in, but ended up not using it. Three sets of eighteen-inch-tall race 
numbers were obtained and slapped on and I was ready to go. Or, at least ready to fly 1200 miles to 
Mitchell, SD. 
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The three-day flight from Independence, OR to Missoula, 
MT and Sheridan, WY finally to Mitchell, SD was long and 
involved lots of climbing topping out at 11,000 feet a 
couple times to get through the mountains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arriving at the race start I found out I would be in the same 
class as Midget Mustangs and Variezes, which meant I 
wasn’t competitive. Oh well, it’s the experience. On race 
day we were launched as rapidly as possible with some of 
the slower aircraft, a PT-23 and a Cub, going first. As it 
turned out there were headwinds all day at all altitudes so 
most of us flew at 2500 feet. The course was about 430 
miles long with a midpoint fly-over at Owatonna, MN. With 
the head winds I didn’t have enough fuel, even with the 
auxiliary tank, to make the whole race in one hop, so 
I stopped there for fuel. During the race I saw very 
few other planes and monitored race activities on 
our own frequency. Of the 45 participants only one 
did not finish for mechanical reasons. The race finish 
was a fly-over at Merrill, WI then on to land at 
Wausau, WI. 

As expected, I placed 4th, out of four, in my class with 
an average ground speed of 131 mph. Considering I was low 
with headwinds that’s not too bad. I did the calculations for climbing to at least 6000 feet where I would 
see faster true air speeds and the time to climb cancelled out any speed advantages. 

The race was over Sunday afternoon and I flew a short distance to Oshkosh to land and take my place in 
the Race Aircraft viewing area on the air show flightline. How naïve! Rain the previous two days had 
hopelessly backed up Wittman Field. After two hours of circling the controller told us to go away and come 
back tomorrow. I did and got to race parking on Monday after nearly two more hours of circling. The 
landing was exciting as I was cut off on base by an L-39 jet and had to circle some more while the controllers 
put me back on the pattern.  My base/final legs were high and fast causing me to cross the numbers at 
about 120 mph.  Fortunately, I was instructed to land on the green dot way down the runway.  My 
carburetor had been acting up for the last landing the day before and continued to do so into Oshkosh.  I 
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must have sounded like a WW I fighter because I had to “Blip” the engine on and off to get slowed down 
on final. 

The trip back was long and hot and the initial takeoff 
somewhat tense as I was flying with the new Rotec TBI 
that I purchased and installed at Oshkosh. Many 
thanks to EAA Chapter 75 from Iowa, Illinois for the use 
of their repair facility during the Oshkosh airshow. My 
test flight on the new carburetor was my departure 
takeoff on Friday morning along with a bunch of other 
aircraft. 

Takeaways; Without finding a new class to race in the 
Onex, even with a Jab 3300, will not be competitive in 
the Air Venture Cup Race. Even if you’re willing to run your 
engine at redline, the Midget Mustangs and Variezes will still 
run away and hide on you. One could pick up some speed with 
additional streamlining and maybe a wing tip config change, 
but not enough to keep up with the pack.  

The Onex will not fly stable like a Cessna 172. If it did no one 
would want one. As a result, you really need a 2-axis autopilot 
for long flights. I have only a wing leveler/heading hold and had 
to fly pitch for the entire 30 hours of the trip. 

With a Jab 3300 in the Onex nose one can put in at least a six-gallon auxiliary tank. We fully loaded the 
aircraft with me in it and weighed it. The CG was less than 1 inch aft of the forward limit. Without the 
auxiliary fuel it was even less. The problem is the gross weight came in higher than the 950 lbs. in the POH.  
Had I been the builder of this Onex, I would have registered it at a higher gross than the recommended 
950 lbs.  I believe this is possible because the Onex is a 6 g structural design at 950 lbs. and would still be 
a 5+ g design at 1050 lbs.  The stall speed would go up about 5% or about 2 mph. 

You also really need a canopy sunshade. Even with one my arms were cooked by the time I got back to 
Oregon.                One more adventure checked off the bucket list!  
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Afford-A-Plane Build Videos 
Mihaly Kun made mention of a series of YouTube videos 
on the construction of the Afford-A-Plane.  There are 30 
videos in the series to date and Mihaly thinks there will 
be another 15 or so before the subject aircraft is 
complete.  These series are being done on the 
HomebuiltHELP channel.  The first in the series can be 
viewed here - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVxPq204jnY 
 

Steve Wheat RV-7  

Steve continues to make great progress, both wings are now mounted and he is working on electrical 
and blinding everyone in the hangar with his LED Nav lights/strobes/landing light set-up! 
 

After the Club Meeting Pictures from New Member Bryant Paulsen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVxPq204jnY
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                                   118 Years Ago….. 


