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Our next Meeting will be on January 14th at 10AM 

If you have not yet paid your 2022 Dues, please pay them now! 
Membership to EAA292 is $35 per year, due January 1st 

Online registration is available through www.eaa292.org or mail check to: 

EAA Chapter 292, 4803 Airport Rd.   Independence, Oregon, 97351 

 

(Ex) President’s Message 
Well…we’ve had a “good” 4 years. I would have called them “great” if we hadn’t been stricken by 
COVID! This will be my last message written to you as President of the Chapter. As the transition to 
the new Board happens, I want to take the opportunity to thank many of you who have made my time 
as President pleasant and successful.  In particular, I want to thank the Chapter Board of Directors for 
being there during both good and bad times. In my opinion, the Chapter’s management team was the 
key reason that our Chapter was able to not only sustain but thrive during the COVID pandemic. There 
were many other Chapters across the country who were not as fortunate, and some even ceased 
operations.  
 
In addition to our Chapter’s handling of COVID, there were many more achievements that we should 
be very proud of; receiving Gold Chapter recognition every year since its inception in 2019, the 
formation of the VMC/IMC Club, the beginning of the STOL Expo, sustained membership growth of 
15% (even during COVID), and implementation of the Ray Scholar program with 4 scholarship 
awardees. During the past year, we made significant efforts to engage with both old and new 
members. The result being a renewed interest level, more active members, and more volunteers to 
help out!  
 
Thanks to everyone in the Chapter who allowed me to have this awesome honor serving as your 
President for 4 years (and VP for 2 years prior to that). These are memories which I will always 
cherish. Hopefully, we’ll be able to connect again at Oshkosh or perhaps when you visit Florida. 
 
I know the Chapter is in good hands with Curt Anderson and Ashley Mason coming in as President and 
VP. I suspect that they will continue growing the Chapter and providing the value that our members 
have learned to expect. I want to thank both of them, and the new Trustees Maurice Gunderson and 
Rick Wilson for stepping up into these new roles and allowing my fantastic VP Jerry Pryce and myself 
to fly off into the sunset! 
 
 



The Taledragger January 2023 EAA Chapter 292 
    

2 
 

 
Flying off into the sunset... 

Thanks everyone and best of luck in the future! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike Kelley 
Ex-President 

Incoming President’s Message 
Thanks for electing me president of this great chapter – although I think I was the only one to raise my 
hand. 
 
My History… 
I have been a member of 292 for about 10 years and a resident of the airpark for eight. I was chapter 
secretary and occasional newsletter editor for about six years. My wife and I built our RV-12. She has a S-
LSA Kitfox and we have our old 172 that we’ve had for over 35 years. We are both retired teachers.  
 
We have not been active for the last three years with 292 (or anything else, for that matter). Covide and 
health have gotten in the way. With that behind us I am looking forward helping this chapter continue its 
long history of great activities and projects that benefit the members and local flying community. 
I am looking forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 
 
Curt Anderson 

Meeting Minutes 
Board Meeting 12/10/22 

• In attendance Dave Ullman, Steve Sands, Denny Fuhrman, Ernie Moreno, Chuck West, Jerry Pryce, Vince 

Homer, Curt Anderson, Al Cleveland, John Roberts, Ashley Mason, Aaron Moore, Travis Reeves, Maurice 

Gunderson 

• Jerry opened the meeting at 9AM 

• Jerry talked about the Holiday Party happening tonight. 

o Jerry talked about his experience with EVITE, the food guy is planning for 117 meals 

o Al will help out with parking; Jerry will ask Ineke to help. 

• Future meeting topics - Greg Wooldridge (Blue Angles) for January. 

o Dewy Conroy from Pacific Coast Avionics in February. 
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o Chuck on simulator, Dave on electric airplanes. 

o Deb brought up some video on Ray Scholarship she would like to show at a meeting. 

o Deb is working with a group to turn a 1929 hangar at Albany airport into a museum. 

• Sec and treasure reports - We currently have 203 Annual members, 33 Lifetime and 9 Students.  Also 22 

Family memberships.  Reminder that the Chapter membership is a Family membership. 

• Youth 

o Dave talked with the Aspire program talking about scholarships that are available.  He heard back 

from one school. Wants to get Central HS into the Aspire program. 

o Teen aviation weekend, only 3 people showed up at the last meeting. 

o Youth build - getting ready to put the wings on. Nearly ready to start the engine. 

o Deb’s Zenith will be taken over by the Youth as the next project. 

o Ray - Deb reports that we will be doing a 50/50 scholarship. Deb is looking at sending student to 

the youth Academy at OSH, this would cost an est. $1,200. 

o Ray Scholler Darrin soloed. 

o Kristin money from Zack was spent. Still will be short about 5-700 that the chapter might need to 

cover. 

• Ashley is working on new member packets. 

• Dave brought up the fly-in and STOL need to get activities started, and the building expansion needs to get 

off the ground. 

• Jerry talked about the training that John did on safety.  We are looking at another one in the Spring. 

• Lancair build - Steve is working through the hydraulics, avionics, etc. 

• Facilities - Vince will be working with Al to spread more gravel. Planning on mor shelving in the storage 

closet. 

o Al asked if we should try to find someone to clean the clubhouse as Jodie is still out. Vince will put 

out a message on the Block Herald. 

• Dave talked about how we worked to bring in the new chapter leaders. 

• Chuck would like the join the Hangar expansion. 

• Simulator update - Chuck is still working to get folks to come in and get training on the lock and the 

startup process of the simulators. 

o Chuck discussed the system he and team developed a management system what he hopes to sell 

to other Redbird operators.  

o Chuck wants about 5- 10 minutes each monthly meeting to talk about updates. 

o Chuck will be gone for a week; the Redbird will be locked down until he gets back and start 

training folks on its operation. RC-1 will be available. 

o Simulator will be used for BFRs for members. 

• Steve Sands has updated the Donation page with updates from Steve Heinrich. 

• Maurice and Aaron have been looking at systems automation for the chapter.  This would include money 

handling, membership services, and possibly simulator reservations.    

• Jerry ended the meeting at 10. 

There was no Regular meeting this month with the Holiday Party 

EAA Chapter 292 Board Members  
• President –   Curt Anderson 

• Vice President-   Ashley Mason 

• Secretary -   Rich Harrison 
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• Treasurer -   John Roberts 

Members of the board can be contacted through the Chapter email at eaa292@gmail.com 

Youth  
Teen Aviation Weekend 

The Teen Aviation Weekend is scheduled for February 
18-19, 2023. There are several activities that will need 
volunteers from our chapter. If you're willing to help 
please contact Marcia Noell 503-931-5127 or 
marcia@noells.com  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Youth RV-12iS Build 
The youth build continues to move toward completion as the 
team is getting close to hanging the wings and running the 
engine.  The avionics package is completed and being tested.  
The team is doing a Great Job! 

mailto:eaa292@gmail.com
mailto:marcia@noells.com
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Ray Scholarship 
Darin Ham 

     Hello Chapter 292 members!  Although I haven't written for 
a little while I have been plenty busy flying.  In addition, I'd like 
to inform everyone of my first solo, which was on November 
26th!  For those who might have forgotten, I am training in the 
Piper Tomahawk, a purpose-built training aircraft that started 
production in 1978. The experience was amazing.  My 
instructor had me do 6 touch-and-gos before he gave me my 
solo endorsement, so I was plenty warmed up for the flight.  In 
the end, I only did one take-off and one full stop landing 
for my solo (rather than the two traditional touch-and-gos 
with a full stop landing) due to some tower communication 
difficulties.  Although the flight was perhaps shorter than I 
had expected, the experience was great overall.  It has given 
me more confidence and the air now and has proven to me 
that I can learn whatever I put my mind to. Deborah Origer 
(she's a great photographer!) was there to take pictures, and 
here is my favorite image of my solo. 
     Thanks for reading my update and hope to see you in the 
next one! 

Holiday Party! 
Over 90 members and guests invaded Dan and 
Jeanne’s hangar for a night of music and fun.  
Airpark resident Dave Upton provided the music and 
“That Food Guy” did the catering.  Here are a few 
pictures from that evening, and more have been 
posted here - 
https://www.eaa292.org/christmas2022 

No, Jerry was not singing….. 
 

 
Kristin was presented a Ray Scholarship shirt for 
completing her Private Pilot’s license (power this 

time). 

https://www.eaa292.org/christmas2022
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Thanks to Sean Johnston and Jake Schultz for taking 
pictures, and to our outgoing VP Jerry Pryce for doing 
most of the legwork to make the event happen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Builder Updates 
 
 

This is my vertical stabilizer that I just completed today for my 
Vans RV-9A, which is also my first sub-assembly for my 
aircraft. It took me about 40 hours to complete, and moving on 
the rest of my empennage kit with the horizontal stabilizer next 
in line. 
 
Trevor Tomlin  
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20% Dynamically Scaled Cessna Caravan RC Model Build 
Vince Homer 

About three weeks ago I decided to build a 20% scale Cessna Caravan primarily out of corrugated box 
material.  With a 125 inch wing span it’s a large model. The first problem was getting a set of plans.  
There weren't any that I could find other than a 10% scale control line version from the now defunct 
Flying Models magazine.  Normally, I take plans to the local blueprint shop and enlarge them as needed, 
but this time I just drew out the parts on the corrugated at twice the size of the plans.  As aside, I buy 
corrugated box material in single and double wall, 48" x 96" sheets from a local box manufacturer.  It's 
only about $10.00 a sheet.  I use an Italian program, Profili, to printout wing rib patterns. 
 
Once the parts are cut out, they are treated with polyurethane varnish to stiffen and waterproof the 
material.  In order to get the wing skins to conform to the ribs it is necessary to score the inside by slitting 
the inside paper layer. I did find that making a double taper wing with corrugated is very difficult because 
the scoring is parallel requiring some filler to be used to round out the leading edge.  This construction 
technique is ideally suited for “Hersey Bar” wings with no taper in chord or depth.  The plans set I was 
using was designed for building with corrugated or foam board making the process much easier than 
using plans based on balsa stick and sheet construction. Two layers of double wall corrugated were used 
for bulkheads and a few other internal fuselage parts.  The fuselage skins were single wall material.  I 
used some hot melt glue to tack the structure together and the permanent gluing is done with foaming 
polyurethane "Gorilla" glue or its equivalent.  This is a bit messy requiring some trimming of the excess 
foam, but is very forgiving as far as small gaps in the fit-up.  In locations needing extra reinforcement an 
epoxy/micro fillet was used. 
 
A one piece, fiberglass cowling was made from a carved foam plug.  I didn’t make a mold, just did the 
Rutan, one-off method.   
 
Where needed I used 3M catalyzed body filler and air cure spot putty to smooth out the rough spots.  
This was mostly on the wing leading edges as noted. 
 
Once the basic components were completed, I covered them with 1.0 oz fiberglass and epoxy resin.  I 
use peel ply and an absorbing layer where possible to get a better surface finish and to remove excess 
resin.  Plain paper towel over the peel ply works well to soak up excess resin.  Do not apply the paper 
towel material directly on the glassed surface as it will become permanent. 
 
The goal of this model was to be a dynamically scaled version meaning it should weigh at least 40 lbs 
and flown with about 3 hp.  This meant I didn't need to obsess over minimizing airframe weight.  I could 
have saved several pounds by adding lightning holes and Monocoating the structure as I did with my 1/3 
scale Facetmobile and 1/8 scale Waco glider models.  About 8 lbs was removed from the Facetmobile 
with the addition of lightening holes and Monocoat covering.   
 
I chose to make this an all-electric model, but didn't have a motor on hand with a sufficiently low kv factor 
to drive a scale 21" three blade prop.  I did have two smaller, higher kv factor motors with double ended 
shafts, so I am trying a series, two motor arrangement.  The arrangement seems to work on the bench, 
we’ll see about in the sky.  There will be an onboard power meter in the system to monitor performance 
during ground runup. 
 
The plane is now at the point of installing the receiver, servos and linkages and paint.  The model weighs 
about 36 lbs lacking only one finish coat of paint and the RC receiver and battery. Once it's done and it 
quits raining for a few days here in Oregon I'll haul it out to the RC field and report the results. 
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   Shock mounts on landing gear, electric                       “Wetting out” corrugated with polyurethane 

   brakes to be added before flight.                                   varnish injected into corrugations.  Make a  

                                                                                          catch tray from eave trough parts.                         

  

            Completed gear                                                  Wing with wood spars and fiberglass rods. 

                                                                                       A fluorescent tube is used for servo wiring. 

                                                                                        Rods are plant stakes from a Garden Supply. 
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           Wing frame with Profili designed ribs.               Sheeted & glassed with access openings. 

  

         All corrugated fuselage, except for ply firewall.          Scoring the inside of the wing skin. 

                 Laying out wing skin.                                                 First wing fit up.  

                 Empennage fit up.                                                Series coupled motors 
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                      Fiberglass cowling fit up.                                             Adding the wing skin. 

   

Waterproofing wing skin by squirting            On the wheels, all systems running, except for the brakes. 

varnish down corrugations with a                   I’ll get to those later. 

hypodermic needle.  Note catch tray. 
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         Servos installed.                                                        1/3 scale Facetmobile made from foamboard. 

  

1/8 scale corrugated construction Waco Glider.                Series twin electric motors with ESCs. 

  

Almost done at the wiring part of the project. 
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Mentioning the Chapter in your Will or Trust 
Steven A. Heinrich 

Rich Harrison asked for an article for the Taildragger giving some input on how to leave things to 
the Chapter in a Will or a trust. 

Wills and trusts are not as 
simple as some people think - 
shameless plug - so be sure you work 
with a lawyer who really knows what 
they are doing, and who spends a 
good part of their life working with 
Wills and trusts when you are 
planning your estate - whether or not 
you intend to give something to the 
Chapter.  Lots of lawyers think that 
Wills and trusts are simple, and that 
anyone can write good ones.  That’s not really true. 

Getting back to our Chapter website, and to Rich’s request in the Taildragger, when I followed the 
link that Rich put into the December Taildragger leading to our Donations page, I noted that there was a 
lack of information there which any good lawyer would want when mentioning the Chapter in a Will or in 
a trust. 

With that in mind, I wrote examples of language that could be used by your lawyer as a starting 
point for including those wishes in your plan which was added to the Chapter 292 Website - 
https://www.eaa292.org/donate. 

As you can see, when you look at the suggestions on the website, different goals can result in 
very different patterns. But at least if an estate planner looks at the following, he or she can probably use 
the examples as a starting point to craft language that reflects whatever an individual client desires. 

All that a really skilled estate planner needs are the formal name of an entity, and its tax ID 
number.  Information as to what kind of an entity something is can also be helpful. 

In our case, the information needed is our formal name, which is “the Experimental Aircraft 
Association Chapter 292 (EAA Chapter 292),” and the information that this is a mutual benefit entity 
with members, and the information that the Chapter has a tax ID number of 91-1787074. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eaa292.org/donate
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Davis Weather Link Live Reporting Station 

Some 10 years ago I got a Christmas present from my 

wife of a Davis Weather Station.  This consisted of a roof 

top mounted sensor system that collects wind speed 

and direction, rain, barometric pressure, humidity and 

temperature.  It is a wireless unit that broadcasts to an 

indoor display.  It is powered by a small solar panel with 

a battery backup.   

The display looks like something designed in the ‘80’s 

with a monochrome LCD display. 

My wife thought it would be great to install at our 

hangar out at the Livermore, CA airport.  After 

looking at it I decided that since this was towered 

airport that all I needed to do is turn on the radio 

(ATIS) to get the weather, I would install it at our 

house, about 4 miles from the airport.  I had it on 

my desk there, and when we moved to 

Independence, I installed it on my house here.  I have liked it as it is great to see wind and rain totals, the 

barometric changes, and free air temperature 20’ above the ground.  There were some things I wish it 

had, like what was the high and low temps and yesterday’s weather data.   

Early in December on a Cessna forum someone that lived on a remote airpark in Texas was looking for 

reviews on Weather Stations that he could install at his house.  I replied with what I had.  Fellow 292 

member and 7S5 resident Maurice Gunderson also responded that he uses a free app that Davis puts out 

that allows you to see any Davis weather collection device that has been connected to the internet.  I 

had heard about that but never looked at it.  I did, and was impressed with the amount of data that is 

collected.  At that time the only one on the Independence Airport that is reporting is at Nutsch Aviation, 

but there are many more reporting within a few miles.   All data for each site is displayed, even historical 

data and uploaded and stored on the Davis web server. 

Looking at the Davis website they sell a device called Weather Link Live.  This device receives the data 

from the roof top unit, connects to you home router either with CAT-5 or WIFI, and reports back to the 
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DAVIS server everything it collects.  This can then be viewed on a Free app called “Weather Link”.  It can 

also be brought up on your computer through a free Davis Weather Link account.   

Since we do not have an ASOS or any official weather reporting here, I went ahead and ordered the 

Weather Link Live hardware.  I received it and got it up and running on December 9th.  I named my unit 

as station “Yankee” on their platform.  Here is a screen from the app shot not long after I fired it up… 

As more data gets uploaded to the Davis server, more 

information gets displayed for my site. 

Download the free App and take a look at the Davis “Weather 

Link” (IOS or Android). Now at 7S5 you can see Nutsch’s site 

(but his rain gauge seems to be inop) and mine (Yankee).  Check 

other places you might travel to and see if there are reporting 

stations there. 

I see other Davis weather stations around the airpark.   If you 

have one, think about adding it to the net with the “Weather 

Link Live”.  Maurice Gunderson is considering adding one at his 

house, that would give us view of the winds a couple hundred 

feet from the threshold of runway 16.   

When viewed on my phone or computer connected to my 

home WIFI router, data is updated every couple of seconds.  

When connected through the internet it is every few minutes.  

But that still gives a good idea of what is happening here.  Davis 

has some paid tiers of service on the app, these mostly offer 

historical charts and data, and while interesting to look at (peak 

gusts on December 9th at 9PM at my house was 46mph) but 

might not be needed for our operations.  The free service looks 

like it has a lot to offer. 

 

Mike’s Last Tell-Tale;  
Across the Caribbean Ocean in a Single-Engine Experimental Airplane! 

I was fortunate enough to be able to register for a Caribbean Air Rally which was held Dec 5-15th. I 
really registered because I want to learn how to penetrate the ADIZ and fly outside the continental 
US.  The trip would leave Ft. Lauderdale Executive, fly to Provincials Caicos for fuel & customs, fly on 
to Grand Turk, Puerto Rico, Nevis, and end up in Martinique. The return would take us to the Terranas 
in the Dominican Republic before the long flight back to the US. We would join 19 other private 
aircraft ranging from 172’s to TBMs, and roughly 50 people. As it turns out, Chapter member Vincent 
Dunn had also signed up for the Rally and had participated in 5 other rallies before this one! 
 
Needless to say, there is definitely a high-degree of “pucker factor” as you head out over the ocean. 
And, its true. You do start hearing all sorts of strange noises from the engine! Although we planned to 
fly along the island chain. There were periods of 20-30 minutes where we’d be out of sight of land. It 



The Taledragger January 2023 EAA Chapter 292 
    

15 
 

is required that you wear a flotation device while flying, and it’s recommended that you also bring a 
raft. We liked flying over the islands because they color of the water was just spectacular! 

       

Our Air Rally Route                                                             Air View of some islands 

Our first stop was Provincials, Caicos and it was just a tech stop for fuel and to clear customs. Something else 

interesting about these island “International” airports; 1) there is only 1 runway and no taxiways! Everything is a 

“backtrack” as they call it. 2) You never know what frequency is being used. Some islands only used their approach 

freq, some used their tower, and one airport was only using their ground freq…you never changed from it! 3) Even 

though English is the common language, its not used everywhere. Coming into Martinique, ATIS was totally in 

French. 

At Provincials (Provo for short), we took on fuel ($6.80 per gal) and cleared customs. After ~45 minutes, we got 

back in the plane to depart and discovered we had a flat tire! We became at the mercy of the “borrowed” 

mechanics to change the tire (replace the tube). Oh wait…there’s no tube that will work on the entire island!      

I ordered the tire (FedEx 2 day International Express). When we discovered that it was going to take 2 days, Deb & 

I jumped on a commercial flight from Caicos to Grand Turk where we had a room prepaid. Eventually, I send Deb 

on to Nevis with Vincent Dunn and stayed behind to get the plane fixed. I did have a great room  on the water, so 

it wasn’t a terrible layover.  

   

Deb’s style of flying                                                        Relax man…we can fix (for a price) 

2 Days later, $500 for airfreighted tubes, $500 for extra hotel nights, several $ commercial flights back-and-forth, 

and 5 hours of mechanic labor at $150/hr I departed Provo (MBPV) and flew to Martinique to join the group! That 

was an expensive tube!  The FBO asked me if I wanted to test fly the plane after the repair. I told them that Yes, I 

would take-off and then land in Martinique (TFFF) for the test! 
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Vincent Dunn making off with my wife!             There may be worse places to be stuck (view from my room) 

From the paperwork perspective, there are multiple forms that every country wants. Some they want 

electronically, and some they will accept paper. Every flight in the Caribbean, including VFR, must have an ICAO 

flight plan, and it’s illegal to fly VFR after sunset. It’s practically flying instrument. We ended up filing both 

electronic and bringing paper…just in case. 

After that, most of the trip was just fun and uneventful. Out favorite stop was in the French island of Martinique. 

This was a street view from our hotel. We were just a few-minutes walk from the marina where we could pick up 

the shuttle or go snorkeling. 

 

Martinique at night from Hotel             Deb and I on a catamaran snorkeling trip 

 

Because of the weather coming through the US, Deb and I chose to leave the Dominican Republic, where fuel was 

discounted to $11.0/gal, one day early to beat the storm that was forecast to hit Florida. I had made arrangements 

to clear US customs in Lakeland KLAL, rather than Ft. Lauderdale because I thought it would be less congested. 

After the 5.5 hr flight back, we landed at Lakeland ~3:00 pm to find the customs office closed. There was a number 

to call, and we were informed that we could go back to Ft. Lauderdale OR fly to Tampa International (KTPA), but 

we needed to be there by 4 pm So…Tampa is a “Bravo” airspace and I’ve NEVER flown into one before. But, I told 

Deb to buckle up and we headed in! Actually, it wasn’t too bad. We did arrive at 4pm, were cleared and taxied out 

around 5pm. Now I wasn’t night-current, so we needed to get home by 5:30pm The female ATC departure 

controller vectored us out and directed up to within 10 minutes of our home field. That was great service, but I 

actually wanted to be released just a little earlier than that! 

All-in-all, a “bucket trip” like this can be wonderful, however we both found it to be more accurately described as 

an “Adventure” rather than a “Vacation!” 
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Deb and I signing-off from the Lancair! 

 


